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WELCOME	TO	ALL	PARISHIONERS	&	GUESTS	WHO	HAVE	JOINED	US	TODAY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 
ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor: Very Rev. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 
1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Res: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  
Web: www.stnicholasparish.org  

E-mail: stnicks@telus.net 
Emergency: 250.891.4507 

Sun DL - 10am; Tue-Fri DL - 9am; Sat DL - 10am  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  

Eparch: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - П’ЯТА НЕДІЛЯ ПОСТУ
Having gone to dwell in the wilderness, you had blotted out 
from your soul the images of your sensual passions, and 
marked upon it the God-given imprint of holiness. You 
attained such glory, blessed Mother, as to walk upon the 
surface of the water, and in your prayers to God you were 
raised up from the earth. And now, all-glorious Mary, standing 
before Christ with boldness, entreat Him for our souls. 

Let us sing a hymn of praise to the Virgin Mary, glory of the 
whole world! She was herself formed by human seed, yet she 
became the Mother of the Master, the Gate of heaven, the 
theme of the angels’ hymn and beauty of the faithful. She was 
seen as being heavenly and the Tabernacle of the Godhead. 
She indeed tore down the wall of enmity between God and 
man, and brought peace in its place, she opened up the 
kingdom of heaven. Let us therefore cling fast to her for she is 
the anchor of faith, and let us receive as our stronghold the 
Lord Who was born of her. Be of good cheer, then, and have 
confidence, O people of God, for He will fight our enemies for 
us, He is all-powerful! 

Come you people, praise and worship Christ. Glorify His 
Resurrection from the dead; for He is our God Who delivered 
the world from the deceit of the enemy.

PLEASE	JOIN	US	FOR	COFFEE	&	FELLOWSHIP	AFTER	DIVINE	LITURGY!

!  

Our Venerable 
Mother, Mary of Egypt

�

http://www.stnicholasparish.org
mailto:stnicks@telus.net
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SUNDAY	HYMNS
OPENING HYMN With Joy We Keep The Holy Fast pg. 1008 (Anthology of Worship)
COMMUNION  HYMN Страдальна Мати / The Mournful Mother pg. 158-159 (Sing To Our God) 

CLOSING HYMN Чоловіче Добрий / From the Cross I Call pg. 170/171 (Sing To Our God) 
Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!

SUNDAY		&	DAILY	SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, March 13 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, March 14 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, March 15 Akafist to the Passions of Christ 6:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, March 16 Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy 6:00 PM
THURSDAY, March 17 Stations of the Cross 6:00 PM
FRIDAY, March 18 Pre-Sanctified Divine Liturgy 6:00 PM
SATURDAY, March 19 Divine Liturgy followed by Sorokousty 10:00 AM
SUNDAY, March 20 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM

Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY	DIVINE	LITURGY	EPISTLE	READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, March 13 Heb. 9:11-14 Motria Koropecky Graciela Spaciuk-Schwarz

SUNDAY, March 20 Phil. 4: 4-9 Glikeria Iwanuck William Vanderven

SUNDAY, March 27 Act. 1: 1-8 Andrij Pelekhatyi Marian Chalifoux

SUNDAY, April 3 Act. 5: 12-20 Natalia Bryndak Robert Herchak

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH	COUNCIL	EXECUTIVE PASTORAL	MINISTRY	&	HOLY	MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY…………..…..………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY….…..Liliia Ravnyshyn - 250.857.1683 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH COORDINATOR………..…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES………….….…..……by appointment 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills: Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is simply a 
distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It can be 
as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the process. 
In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in your 
bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may be 
included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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An Anthology for Worship: pg. 329, 635 

Troparion, Tone 1: Though the stone was sealed by the Judeans,* and soldiers guarded Your 
most pure body,* You arose, O Saviour, on the third day,* and gave life to the world.* And so the 
heavenly powers cried out to You, O Giver of Life:* Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ!* 
Glory to Your kingdom!* Glory to Your saving plan,* O only Lover of mankind. 
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE	LITURGY	PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 
A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  
Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
(from the Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav)�
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Troparion, Tone 8: The divine image was faithfully preserved in you, O mother,* for taking up 
the Cross, you followed Christ.* By your deeds you have taught us to see beyond the flesh, 
which passes,* and care for the soul, a thing immortal.* And so, O venerable Mary,* your spirit 
rejoices with the angels. 

Glory: Now: Kontakion, Tone 3: Once you were filled with every impurity,* now through 
repentance you have been revealed as a bride of Christ,* following the angelic life, you crushed 
demons with the weapon of the Cross.* Therefore, O glorious Mary, you have been shown to be 
a bride of the kingdom. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 1: Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we have hoped in You. Verse: 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you just; praise befits the righteous. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 4: God is wonderful in His saints,* the God of Israel. 

Epistle - Heb. 9:11-14 - A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Hebrews: Brothers and 
sisters, when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 
greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once for all 
into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus 
obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes 
of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more 
will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, 
purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 

Alleluia, Tone 1: Verse: God gives me vindication, and has subdued people under me. Verse: 
Making great the salvation of the king, and showing mercy to His anointed, to David, and to His 
posterity forever. 

Gospel - Mk 10:32-45 - At that time, taking the Twelve aside, Jesus began to tell them what was 
going to happen to him. "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and hand 
him over to the Gentiles who will mock him, spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death, 
but after three days he will rise." Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and 
said to him, "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." He replied, "What do 
you wish (me) to do for you?" They answered him, "Grant that in your glory we may sit one at 
your right and the other at your left." Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. 
Can you drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?" 
They said to him, "We can." Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with 
the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is 
not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared." When the ten heard this, they 
became indignant at James and John. Jesus summoned them and said to them, "You know that 
those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones make 
their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be 
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great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of 
all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 
many." 

Instead of “It is truly right…” we sing: In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices: the angelic 
ranks and all the human race. Sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, virgins’ pride and boast, 
from whom God is made flesh and became a little Child; and He who is our God before all ages, 
He made your womb a throne, and He made it wider that all the heavens. In you, O Full of 
Grace, all creation rejoices. Glory be to you. 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.*  The just 
man shall be in everlasting remembrance;* of evil hearsay he shall have no fear.* Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia. 

* * *  

Тропар, глас 1: Хоч запечатали камінь юдеї* і воїни стерегли пречисте тіло Твоє,* воскрес 
Ти, Спасе, на третій день,* даруючи життя світові.* Тому сили небесні взивали до Тебе, 
Життєдавче * Слава воскресінню Твоєму, Христе,* слава Царству Твоєму,* слава 
провидінню Твоєму,* єдиний Чоловіколюбче!  

Тропар, глас 8: В тобі, мати, дбайливо зберігся образ, бо, прийнявши хрест, ти пішла 
слідом за Христом і ділом навчала ти погорджувати тілом, бо воно проминає, а дбати про 
душу - єство безсмертне. Тим-то з ангелами разом радується, преподобна Маріє, дух твій.  
Слава: І нині: Кондак, глас 3: Перше блудами всякими сповнена, як Христова невіста 
через покаяння днесь явилася, ангельське життя наслідуючи, демонів оружжям хреста ти 
убиваєш. Ради цього як невіста царева ти явилася, Маріє преславна.  

Прокімен, глас 1: Милість Твоя, Господи, хай буде над нами,* бо ми надіялись на Тебе. 
Стих: Радуйтеся, праведні, в Господі, правим належить похвала.  

Апостол - Євр. 9:11-14 - До Євреїв послання Святого Апостола Павла читання: Браття 
і сестри, Христос же, з'явившись як архиєрей майбутніх благ, через більший і 
досконаліший намет, що зроблений не людською рукою, тобто не земної будови, – і не з 
кров'ю козлів та телят, але з власною кров'ю, – увійшов, раз назавжди у святиню і знайшов 
вічне відкуплення. Бо коли кров волів і козлів та попіл із телиці, як покропить нечистих, 
освячує, даючи їм чистоту тіла, то скільки більше кров Христа, – який Духом вічним 
приніс себе самого Богові непорочним, – очистить наше сумління від мертвих діл, на 
служіння Богові живому! В тобі, мати, дбайливо зберігся образ, бо, прийнявши хрест, ти 
пішла слідом за Христом і ділом навчала ти погорджувати тілом, бо воно проминає, а 
дбати про душу – єство безсмертне. Тим-то з ангелами разом радується, преподобна 
Маріє, дух твій. Перше блудами всякими сповнена, як Христова невіста через покаяння 
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днесь явилася, ангельське життя наслідуючи, демонів оружжям хреста ти убиваєш. Ради 
цього як невїста царева ти явилася, Маріє преславна.  

Алилуя, глас 1: Стих: Бог, що дає відплату мені, і покорив народи мені. Стих: Ти, що 
звеличуєш спасіння царя, і даєш милість помазаннику Своєму Давидові і родові його 
повіки. 

Євангеліє - Мр 10:32-45 - У той час взяв Ісус дванадцятьох і почав їм говорити, що має 
статися з ним: "Оце йдемо в Єрусалим, і Син Чоловічий буде виданий первосвященикам та 
книжникам, і засудять його на смерть, і видадуть його поганам; і насміхатимуться з нього, 
плюватимуть на нього, бичуватимуть його й уб'ють, він же по трьох днях воскресне." Яків 
же та Йоан, сини Заведея, підходять до нього та й кажуть йому: "Учителю, хочемо, щоб ти 
нам зробив те, чого попросим." Він же їм відповів: "Що хочете, щоб я зробив вам?" "Зволь 
нам, – ті йому кажуть, – щоб ми сиділи: один праворуч, другий ліворуч від тебе у твоїй 
славі." Ісус же сказав їм: "Не знаєте, чого просите. Чи можете пити чашу, яку я п'ю, і 
христитися хрищенням, яким я хрищусь?" Ті йому відповіли: "Можемо." Ісус сказав їм: 
"Чашу, яку я п'ю, питимете, і хрищенням, яким я хрищуся, христитиметесь. Сидіти ж 
праворуч від мене чи ліворуч, – не моя річ вам дати, а кому приготовано." Почули про те 
десятеро, тож обурились на Якова та Йоана. Тоді Ісус прикликав їх і сказав їм: "Ви знаєте, 
що ті, яких вважають князями народів, верховодять ними, а їхні вельможі утискають їх. Не 
так воно хай буде між вами, але хто з-між вас хоче стати великим, хай буде вам слугою, і 
хто з-між вас хоче бути першим, хай буде рабом усіх. Бо й Син Чоловічий прийшов не на 
те, щоб йому служити, лише щоб служити й віддати своє життя як викуп за багатьох.” 

Замість “Достойно” співаємо: Тобою радується, Благодатная, всяка твар, ангельський 
собор і чоловічеський рід, о священний храме і раю словесний, дівственна похвало, що із 
неї Бог воплотився і младенцем став, перед віками сущий Бог наш. Лоно бо твоє 
престолом сотворив і утробу твою просторішою небес учинив. Тобою радується, 
Благодатная, всяка твар, слава тобі.  

Причасний: Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на висотах. В пам'ять вічну буде 
праведник,* злих слухів не убоїться. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя. 

✦PARISH LENTEN RETREAT with Fr. Richard Soo, sj - Tuesday, Mar. 15 - Join us for an 
evening of spiritual renewal and prayer. We begin at 6pm with Fr. Richard’s first talk followed 
by an Akafist to the Passions of Christ. As Fr. Yuriy will be celebrating the Akafist Fr. Richard 
will be hearing confessions. Then right after Akafist Fr.Richard will have his second talk. We 
will conclude this lenten evening with fellowship at the church hall.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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✦Join Our Choir: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish Choir 
and remember that we always looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky for details 
at 250.658.3051.  

✦Sorokousty: Lenten Memorial Services for the deceased will be celebrated every Saturday of 
Lent at  the 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy. The books for the deceased are available at the church 
entrance. Please remember to pray for the deceased members of your family & friends. 

✦Vibrant Parish Prayer - Please help yourself to a copy of the Vibrant Parish Prayer card 
located in each pew. You are most welcome to take one home with you. This prayer is recited 
at the end of the Sunday Liturgy and daily Liturgies. "It is in our parish the faithful most 
frequently encounter Christ through Christian instruction, community prayer and service to 
ones neighbour. In promoting and enlivening our parish life, we also enliven the entire 
Church.” 

✦Catechism Announcements "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in order that He 
may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them 
to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease hindering them; for 
of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to our St. Nicholas The 
Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled Sunday morning during 
Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their Catholic faith, sacred 
scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the Ukrainian Catholic church. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦Prayer Request: Please keep in your prayers SYLVIA KELLY and other members of our 
parish, our family and friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who 
are not able to join actively in their community. 

✦Thrifty’s pre-paid Food Cards - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% of it 
returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and $500 
denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
ALOT of them!!! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦Happy Birthday to all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our 
God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. 
Многая Літа! 

✦Parish Family Calendar: If you would like to be included in our Parish Family Calendar of 
Birthday celebrations, please put your birth date in the calendar at the table near the front door 
of the church. Each week, we will list those who are celebrating their birthdays in our bulletin 
so that we can celebrate these happy occasions together! 
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✦Travelling Icon Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon can call 
Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦In our today's world, everything is costing more and more money. We as a Parish community 
really need your help. We need your financial help toward the costs of the Renovations to the 
Rectory. Please consider donating generously to this work. We thank you and pray for you! 

✦Sunday Coffee volunteers act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the Sunday 
morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with friends and 
visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners who kind 
volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-time 
members, please join us for coffee.  

✦Sunday, March 6 donation: Coffee: $50.30; Vigil lights: $18.50; Loose collection: $177.50; 
Envelope collection: $594.00; Pre-authorized payments Feb 29 to Mar 6: $330.00 

 Christian Stewardship is a way of life based on the awareness that everything we have 
and everything we care comes from God. 

 A Christian steward is one who receive’s God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends them 
in a responsible manner, shares them in justice, and love with others, and returns them with 
increase to the Lord. 

 Each of us is called to practise stewardship. We are called to look outward and to place 
ourselves at the service of our community, especially those most in need.  

 This Christmas St. Nicholas Parish has chosen to support Anawim House with donations 
of non-perishable food items, toiletries, and gently used clothing. The Anawim Companion 
Society provides for the charitable needs of people living in poverty. At the Anawim House, 
people receive help, care and counsel. Basic needs are met in a safe home where people come to 
and feel like they are part of a community. The Anawim House is an adult only facility. Outreach 
day programs are offered to those in need of companionship and sharing 6 days per week.  

 Clearly labelled boxes have been placed in the entrance of the church for donations. 
Items most in need include: 

 Toiletries - shampoo, razors, soap, shaving cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste 

 Non-Perishable Food Items - pastas, tomato sauce, cereals, tuna, coffee, sugar, canned 
fruit, soup bases 
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 Clothing  gently used  - jeans, t-shirts, sweaters, warm and waterproof jackets 

 Our parish is blessed by the excellent spirit and generosity of those parishioners who live 
out their life and faith in the service of others. Thank you so much in advance for you help. Good 
bless you! 

 Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here are some 
suggestions: 

* steward of church linen * 

* steward of cleaning church * 

* steward of grounds cleaning * 

* steward of property security * 

* steward of outreach * 

* steward of caring * 

* steward of prayer * 

* steward of service * 

 Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in their younger years, want 
to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but about “BEING” present to 
others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more information. You will be amazed 
how “BEING” can make a difference. 

I. Stewardship - General Principles 

2. The Mission of the Church  

 The Word of God calls us to conversion and to a life in faith. Liturgy grants us the 
possibility to unite ourselves to the one sacrifice of our Lord, given on the Cross, and to give our 
life in sacrifice to God. Through works of mercy, diakonia ̧ we allow others to  
experience how good the Lord is.  
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Points to Remember: 

• The six elements of “The Vibrant Parish: a Place to Encounter the Living Christ” should 
always be present in our minds and hearts.  

• Every parish community, no matter how small, is called to make the first three elements a 
priority in its life and mission: preaching the Word of God and Catechesis, Liturgy and Prayer, 
and Serving One’s Neighbor through works of mercy and justice.  

• The other elements flow from the first three. They focus on who does the work and with what 
resources (Leadership-Stewardship), on how and why we fulfill our mission (with a sense of 
Communion-Unity), always mindful of the Gospel mandate to preach the Kingdom of God to 
the world (Missionary Spirit).  

• This is not a theoretical or abstract mission, but one that is fulfilled concretely in our own time 
and where we live by actual people, by US! 

• It is our calling and mission to place the gifts we have received in God’s service. 

Questions for Personal Reflection:  

1. Have the priorities of the “Vibrant Parish” (Word of God and Catechesis, Liturgy and Prayer, 
Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership-Stewardship, Communion-Unity, Missionary Spirit) 
become a priority for my personal and family life? In what ways?  

2. Do I understand that I am called to help build the Kingdom of God in my time and where I 
live?  

3. Am I committed to do my part in placing the world at the service of God and His plan of 
salvation for humankind? 

Monday, March 21 
6:00 PM - Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts  

Tuesday, March 22 
6:00 PM - Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts  

Wednesday, March 23 
6:00 PM - Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts  
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Thursday, March 24 
9:00 AM - Vespers with Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  
6:00 PM - Passion Matins (Reading of the Passion Gospels)  

Friday, March 25 - Good Friday / Feast of the Annunciation 
11:00 AM - Vesperal Divine Liturgy with laying out of the Plashchanytsya  

6:00 PM - Jerusalem Matins  

Saturday, March 26 
9:00 AM - Vespers with Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  

Sunday, March 27 - Easter Sunday 
8:00 AM - Service at the Tomb of Our Lord; Paschal Matins 

9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy & blessing of Paska and Easter Food  

Monday, March 28 - Bright Monday 
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

St. Mary of Egypt 

 We are tempted to think of the saints as perfect people, who never did anything wrong, 
Since we are not like that, we might decide that we cannot become saints ourselves. This is, as I 
have just called it, a temptation, a deceit of the devil, the father of lies. There is no sinner who 
cannot repent, and become a great saint. To encourage us, on the fifth (and last) Sunday of Lent, 
the Church remembers Saint Mary of the Desert, Mary of Egypt as she is also called.  

 Mary of Egypt was a successful prostitute, and joined a pilgrimage boat to Palestine only 
in search of new customers! She had been baptized as a child, but she was not at all interested in 
the Faith. Then, however, in Jerusalem, God’s grace moved Mary to repentance, and she went 
out into the desert beyond the Jordan, where she led an eremitical life for many years. Shortly 
before she died, she met Saint Zosimas, of the monastery of Saint Sabbas, near Jerusalem; it was 
Saint Zosimas who gave her Holy Communion before she died, and who learned her history. 
Later another of the monks of Saint Sabbas became Patriarch Sophronius of Jerusalem; he wrote 
the life of Saint Mary. Because of her connection with the monastery of Saint Sabbas, the annual 
commemoration of Saint Mary of the Desert is an important one in all the Churches of the 
Byzantine tradition.  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 From one aspect, there is nothing extraordinary about Saint Mary of the Desert; in every 
generation there have been sinners who repented and became saints. The eremitical vocation is 
less common, but hermits have never been lacking in the Church. Such people do not seek 
publicity or notoriety; during her lifetime Saint Mary would certainly not have wanted any 
attention. God chose to reveal this particular saint to the Church, so that we should know that we 
may never despair over our sins; the possibility of repentance is always open to us.  

 Also, of course, it is not without significance that the last of the major saints remembered 
on the Sundays of Great Lent is a woman. After singing the praises of the Mother of God, we at 
once sing the praises of Saint Mary of the Desert. This brings to mind the recent words of Saint 
John Paul II: 

 “I would also like to mention the splendid witness of nuns in the Christian East. This 
witness has offered an example of giving full value in the Church to what is specifically 
feminine, even breaking through the mentality of the time. During recent persecutions, especially 
in Eastern European countries, when many male monasteries were forcibly closed, female 
monasticism kept the torch of the monastic life burning. The nun’s charism, with its own specific 
characteristics, is a visible sign of that motherhood of God to which Sacred Scripture often 
refers.” 

 Saint Hippolytus of Rome teaches: After His Resurrection, it was the women who were 
the first to see Him. Just as the first sin was introduced into the world by a woman, so it was also 
women who first announced life to the world. Accordingly they hear the sacred word ‘Women, 
rejoice’ so that the primal sorrow might be swallowed up in the joy of the Resurrection.”  

(Bishop Basil Losten)  

Statement of Orthodox Christians Asking Pardon to Ukrainian Catholics

 ‘We humbly ask their pardon for all the injustices they have suffered under the cover of 
the Orthodox Church and we bow down before the martyrs of this Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church.’ 

 It is urgent for Orthodox Christians to recognize the terrible truth of March 10, 1946 

 On March 10, 1946, at Lviv, the Orthodox Church of Russia, under pressure from the 
Soviet government, forcefully integrated the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and claimed 
jurisdiction over it. When the participants in the synod on March 8 and 9, voted for the 
“reunification” of their Church with the Patriarchate of Moscow, all the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic bishops were behind bars in prisons. The 216 priests and 19 laymen, assembled in the 
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Cathedral of Saint George in Lviv by the NKVD, the ancestor of the KGB, were at the mercy of 
a “group of initiative” led by two Orthodox bishops, Antony Pelvetsky and Myhailo Melnyk, and 
an orthodox priest Gavril Kostelnyk. The archives reveal that it was Stalin himself who decided 
to eliminate the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in February 1945, twelve days after the 
Conference of Yalta with Winston Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

 All serious historians and theologians have no doubts that the 8-10 March 1946 synod of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church at Lviv was only a sham. Bohdan Bociurkiw, who was a 
professor of history at Carleton University in Ottawa, wrote a comprehensive survey on this 
matter and it has never been contradicted. Pope Benedict XVI spoke of it in 2006, referring to it 
as a “pseudo-synod” which “seriously harmed Church unity”. Nicolas Lossky, a French 
Orthodox theologian who is a member of the Patriarchate of Moscow, also recognized that this 
was a false synod. Because of its suppression in 1946 and until 1989, the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, which counted more than 5 million adherents, became, in fact, both the 
principle victim and the principle force of opposition, within the borders of the USSR, to the 
Soviet regime. Thus we make an appeal to the present day Orthodox authorities in Russia and 
Ukraine and elsewhere, to recognize the invalidity of the tragic decisions of the council of Lviv. 

 The Orthodox Church of Russia as a whole cannot be held responsible for decisions taken 
by ecclesiastical authorities who were manipulated or terrorized by the NKVD-KGB. However 
we, as Orthodox Christians, living 70 years after the events, feel responsible for the culpable 
silence surrounding the destruction of this Church by the Soviet regime with the participation of 
the Patriarchate of Moscow. We know that millions of Orthodox Christians in the world firmly 
condemn the anti-religious persecutions of the Soviet government and of Joseph Djougachvili in 
particular. 

 Thus, on this commemorative day of March 10 1946 and on the eve of Sunday, March 13 
2016, Sunday of the Great Pardon in the Orthodox liturgical calendar, we assure the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church of our solidarity, of our prayers for all the innocent victims of this 
Church who were imprisoned, tortured, deported and assassinated by the Soviet government with 
the complicity of the Patriarchate of Moscow. We humbly ask their pardon for all the injustices 
they have suffered under the cover of the Orthodox Church and we bow down before the martyrs 
of this Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. 

Antoine Arjakovsky, Orthodox Christian, Paris 
Andrey Chernyak, Orthodox Christian, Moscow 
Taras Dmytryk, Orthodox Christian, Lviv 
Fr. George Kovalenko, Orthodox Christian, Kyiv 
Inga Leonova, Orthodox Christian, New York 
Fr. Christophe Levalois, Orthodox Christian, Paris 
Fr. Michael Plekon, Orthodox Christian, New York 
Olga Sedakova, Orthodox Christian, Moscow 
Constantin Sigov, Orthodox Christian, Kyiv 
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Cyrille Sollogoub, Orthodox Christian, Paris 
Daniel Struve, Orthodox Christian, Paris 
Natallia Vasilevich, Orthodox Christian, Minsk 
Bertrand Vergely, Orthodox Christian, Paris 
Andri Yurash, Orthodox Christian, Kyiv 

Letter of Pope Francis to His Beatitude Sviatoslav, Major Archbishop of Kyiv-Halych

 “How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings” (Psalm 36[35]:8). 

 As people of faith we take refuge under the protective “wings” of the Lord, because while 
we are, indeed, carriers of divine grace, we are so as vessels of clay (see 2 Corinthians 4:7). In 
some circumstances, our human condition is made even more fragile due to difficult historical 
situations, which leave their mark on the life of the People of God, of the Community, which 
Jesus Christ our Lord acquired with His Blood. 

 The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in these days is commemorating the sad events of 
March 1946. Seventy years ago, the ideological and political context, as well as ideas opposed to 
the very existence of your Church, led to the organization of a pseudo-synod in Lviv, causing 
decades of suffering for Pastors and the faithful. 

 In remembering these events, we bow our heads with profound gratitude before those 
who, also at the cost of tribulations and even of martyrdom, in the course of time had witnessed 
the faith lived with dedication in their own Church and in unfailing union with the Successor of 
Peter. Meanwhile, with eyes illuminated by the same faith, we look to our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
placing in Him, and not in human justice, our every hope. He is the true source of our 
confidence, for the present and for the future, we being sure of our calling to proclaim the 
Gospel, even in the midst of any suffering or difficulty. 

 “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?  But even if you 
should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. (…) In your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect…” (1 Peter 3:13-15). 

 Making mine the words of the Apostle Peter, I express my profound recognition for your 
fidelity and I encourage you to make yourselves tireless witnesses to that hope which makes 
more luminous our existence and that of all our brothers and sisters around us. I also renew my 
solidarity with the Pastors and faithful for all they do in this difficult time, marked by the 
tribulations of war, to alleviate the sufferings of the population and to seek the paths to peace for 
the beloved Ukrainian land. 
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 Our courage and our joy is in the Lord. And it is to Him that I turn, through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the martyrs of your Church, that divine consolation 
illuminate the faces of your communities in Ukraine and in other parts of the world. Meanwhile, 
from the heart I impart to You and to the Bishops, the priests, the religious and the faithful of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church a special Apostolic Blessing as a sign of my continued 
affection and remembrance. 

 From the Vatican, March 5, 2016 
Francis 
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