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WELCOME	TO	ALL	PARISHIONERS	&	GUESTS	WHO	HAVE	JOINED	US	TODAY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 
ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor: Very Rev. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 
1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Res: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  
Web: www.stnicholasparish.org  

E-mail: stnicks@telus.net 
Emergency: 250.891.4507 

Sun DL - 10am; Tue-Fri DL - 9am; Sat DL - 10am  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  

Eparch: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski

THOMAS	SUNDAY	-	КВІТНА	НЕДІЛЯ

The doors being shut and the disciples assembled, You 
appeared to them as almighty, Jesus, our God. You stood 
in their midst giving them peace; You granted the Holy 
Spirit to them, commanding them to wait in Jerusalem 
until clothed with the power from on high. Therefore we 
cry to You: Our Illumination and Resurrection and peace, 
glory to You! Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord;* O 
Lord, hear my voice! 
Thomas, who is called the twin, was not with the 
disciples, Christ, when You came to them through closed 
doors. Therefore he doubted their word. You did not 
reject him for his faithlessness! When he saw Your side 
and the wounds in Your hands and feet, his faith was 
made certain! Having desired to see You, he confessed 
You to be truly God, not only man, crying: My Lord and 
my God, glory to You! 
Eight days after Your Resurrection, Lord, You came to 
Your apostles proclaiming: Peace be with you all! To the 
doubting disciple, You showed Your hands and side. He 
believed and cried to You: My Lord and my God, glory to 
You! 

PLEASE	JOIN	US	FOR	COFFEE	&	FELLOWSHIP	AFTER	DIVINE	LITURGY!

!  
Second	Sunday	of	

Pascha	
Touch my side with your 
hand, O Thomas. Come and 
feel the scars of the nails. 
Know in faith and do not be 
faithless, but believing! 
Thomas, when he touched the 
Master, cried: You are my 
G o d a n d L o r d , O 
compassionate one, glory to 
You!

�

http://www.stnicholasparish.org
mailto:stnicks@telus.net
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SUNDAY	HYMNS
OPENING HYMN Xpистос Воскрес!Ликуйте Нині/Rejoice! For Christ Is Risen!  pg. 196-197

COMMUNION  HYMN Согласно заспіваймо / Let Us Sing and Chant Our Praise. pg.188-190

CLOSING HYMN Христос воскрес! Під Небозвід/The Lord Is Risen from the Dead pg.198-199

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!
SUNDAY		&	DAILY	SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, April 3 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, April 4 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, April 5 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, April 6 NO SERVICES *********
THURSDAY, April 7 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, April 8 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
SATURDAY, April 9 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 10:00 AM
SUNDAY, April 10 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM

Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY	DIVINE	LITURGY	EPISTLE	READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, April 3 Act. 5: 12-20 Natalia Bryndak Marian Chalifoux

SUNDAY, April 10 Act. 6: 1-7 Lilliya Rawnyshyn Robert Herchak

SUNDAY, April 17 Act. 9: 32-42 Motria Koropecky Carol Chapman

SUNDAY, April 24 Act. 11: 19-30 Glikeria Iwanuck Peter Iwanuck

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH	COUNCIL	EXECUTIVE PASTORAL	MINISTRY	&	HOLY	MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH COORDINATOR………..…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES………….….…..……by appointment 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills: Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is simply a 
distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It can be 
as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the process. 
In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in your 
bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may be 
included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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An Anthology for Worship: pg. 515 

Prokeimenon, Tone 3: Great is our Lord and great is His strength;* and of His knowledge there 
is no end. Verse: Praise the Lord, for a psalm is good; may praise be sweet to our God. 

Epistle - Act 5:12-20 - A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: In those days through the 
hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all 
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE	LITURGY	PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 

A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  

Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
 (His Beatit*de Sviatoslav) � �
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together in Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared to join them, but the people held them in 
high esteem. Yet more than ever believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men 
and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, 
in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he came by. A great number of people 
would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by 
unclean spirits, and they were all cured. Then the high priest took action; he and all who were 
with him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and 
put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors, 
brought them out, and said, ‘Go, stand in the temple and tell the people the whole message about 
this life.’  

Alleluia, Tone 8: Verse: Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord, let us acclaim God, our Savior. 
Verse: For God is the great Lord and the great king over all the earth. 

Gospel - John 20:19-31 - When the evening arrived on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called the 
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week 
later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 
‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Instead of  “It is truly...” we sing: The Angel cried out to the One full of Grace: O chaste Virgin, 
rejoice! And again I say, Rejoice! Your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day, and raised 
the dead. Let all people rejoice! Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! for the glory of the Lord has 
risen upon you! Exult now and be glad, O Sion! And you, O chaste Mother of God, take delight 
in the resurrection of your Son. 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem.* Praise your God, O Sion. Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
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Instead of “Blessed is He” we sing: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, and 
to those in the tombs giving life.  

Instead of “We have seen the true light” we sing: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death 
by death, and to those in the tombs giving life.  

Instead of “Let our mouths be filled” we sing: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by 
death, and to those in the tombs giving life (х3). 

Instead of “Blessed be the name of the Lord” we sing: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling 
death by death, and to those in the tombs giving life (х3). 

* * * 

Прокімен, глас 3: Великий Господь наш і велика сила його,* і розумові його немає міри. 
Стих: Хваліте Господа, бо благий псалом, Богові нашому нехай солодке буде хваління.  

Апостол - Ді. 5:12-20 - З книги Діянь Св. Апостолів читання: Тими днями руками 
апостолів робилося багато знаків і чудес у народі. Усі вони перебували однодушно у 
притворі Соломона, і ніхто сторонній не насмілювався до них пристати; однак народ 
хвалив їх вельми. Віруючих дедалі більше й більше приставало до Господа, сила жінок і 
чоловіків; так, що й на вулиці виносили недужих і клали на постелях і на ліжках, щоб, як 
ітиме Петро, бодай тінь його на когонебудь з них упала. Сила людей збиралась навіть з 
довколишніх міст Єрусалиму, несучи хворих та тих, що їх мучили нечисті духи, і вони всі 
видужували. Устав тоді первосвященик і всі ті, що були з ним, – то була секта садукеїв, – і, 
повні заздрощів, наклали руки на апостолів і вкинули їх до громадської в'язниці. Але вночі 
ангел Господень відчинив двері в'язниці й, вивівши їх, мовив: «Ідіть і, ставши в храмі, 
говоріть до народу всі слова життя цього.»  

Алилуя, глас 8: Verse: Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord, let us acclaim God, our Savior. 
Стих: Бо Бог – великий Господь і цар великий по всій землі . 

Євангеліє - Івана 20:19-31 - А як звечоріло, того самого дня, першого в тижні, – а двері ж 
були замкнені там, де перебували учні: страхались бо юдеїв, – увіходить Ісус, став 
посередині та й каже їм: «Мир вам!» Це промовивши, показав їм руки й бік. І врадувались 
учні, побачивши Господа. І ще раз Ісус їм каже: «Мир вам!» Як мене послав Отець, так я 
посилаю вас.» Це промовивши, дихнув на них і каже їм: «Прийміть Духа Святого! Кому 
відпустите гріхи – відпустяться їм, кому ж затримаєте – затримаються.» Тома ж, один з 
дванадцятьох, на прізвисько Близнюк, не був з ними, коли то прийшов був Ісус. Тож 
повідали йому інші учні: «Ми Господа бачили.» Та він відрік: «Якщо не побачу на його 
руках знаків від цвяхів і не вкладу свого пальця у місце, де були цвяхи, а й руки моєї не 
вкладу в бік його, – не повірю!» По вісьмох днях знову були вдома його учні, а й Тома з 
ними. І ввіходить Ісус, – а двері були замкнені! – стає посередині та й каже: «Мир вам!» А 
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тоді промовляє до Томи: «Подай сюди твій палець і глянь на мої руки. І руку твою 
простягни і вклади її у бік мій. Та й не будь невіруючий, – а віруючий!» І відказав Тома, 
мовивши до нього: «Господь мій і Бог мій!» І каже йому Ісус: «Побачив мене, то й віруєш. 
Щасливі ті, які, не бачивши, увірували!» Ще й інші численні чудеса, що їх не списано у 
цій книзі, вчинив Ісус на очу своїх учнів. А ції – списано, щоб увірували ви, що Ісус – 
Христос, Син Божий, а вірувавши, – щоб мали життя в його ім'я. 

Замість “Достойно” співаємо: Ангел сповіщав Благодатній: Чистая Діво, радуйся. І знову 
кажу: Радуйся. Твій Син воскрес тридневний із гробу, і мертвих воздвигнув він; люди, 
веселіться. Світися, світися, новий Єрусалиме, слава бо Господня на тобі возсіяла. Радій 
нині і веселися, Сіоне. А ти, Чистая, красуйся, Богородице, востанням рождення твого. 

Причасний: Похвали, Єрусалиме, Господа, хвали Бога Твого, Сіоне. Алилуя, алилуя, 
алилуя. 

Замість Благословен, хто йде в ім’я Господнє співаємо: Христос воскрес із мертвих, 
смертю смерть подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував. 

Замість Ми бачили світло істинне співаємо: Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть 
подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував. 

Замість Нехай сповняться співаємо: Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть подолав, 
і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував (х3). 

Замість Будь ім’я Господнє співаємо: Христос воскрес із мертвих, смертю смерть 
подолав, і тим, що в гробах, життя дарував (х3). 

✦Warmest Greetings to Damon Firman & Shannon Firman who received today the sacraments 
of Christian Initiation: Baptism, Chrismation, Holy Eucharist. Welcome to the parish family! 
Christ is Risen! - Христос Воскрес! 

✦Kneeling during the Easter Season – a reminder that traditionally from Easter Sunday until 
Pentecost we do not kneel during the Divine Liturgy. As a sign of our redemption and final 
resurrection, we offer our prayers to God while standing. 

✦Easter Food Fair - Thank You to all who came and helped with our Easter Food Fair. Our net 
total was $9,025.65. May God bless you all abundantly! 
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✦The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship books have been purchased and we would 
be most appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books. This is a one-volume 
source for singing the Divine Liturgy in English with sections in Ukrainian. This book contains 
Sundays, Festal and Weekday Musical Settings for the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, 
Music for the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great, the Hours in English, Propers for the Liturgical 
Year, Tables for Scriptural Readings, Hymns and Carols, Blessings and Other Brief Rites. May 
the use of the Anthology bring abundant blessings to all of us, and with one voice and one 
heart sing the praises of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.  

✦Join Our Choir: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish Choir 
and remember that we always looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky for details 
at 250.658.3051.  

✦Vibrant Parish Prayer - Please help yourself to a copy of the Vibrant Parish Prayer card 
located in each pew. You are most welcome to take one home with you. This prayer is recited 
at the end of the Sunday Liturgy and daily Liturgies. "It is in our parish the faithful most 
frequently encounter Christ through Christian instruction, community prayer and service to 
ones neighbour. In promoting and enlivening our parish life, we also enliven the entire 
Church.” 

✦Catechism Announcements "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in order that He 
may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them 
to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease hindering them; for 
of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to our St. Nicholas The 
Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled Sunday morning during 
Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their Catholic faith, sacred 
scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the Ukrainian Catholic church. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦Prayer Request: Please keep in your prayers members of our parish, our family and friends 
who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join actively in 
their community. 

✦Thrifty’s pre-paid Food Cards - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% of it 
returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and $500 
denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
ALOT of them!!! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦Happy Birthday to all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our 
God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. 
Многая Літа! 
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✦Travelling Icon Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon can call 
Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦Renovations to the Rectory: In our today's world, everything is costing more and more 
money. We as a Parish community really need your help. We need your financial help toward 
the costs of the renovations to the rectory. Renovation Fund is $30,000 but we are still short 
over $15,000 of our goal. We need to rebuild the front porch and steps and the rear stairs as 
well as do seismic upgrade to the basement. Please consider donating generously to this work. 
We thank you and pray for you!  

✦Sunday Coffee volunteers act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the Sunday 
morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with friends and 
visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners who kind 
volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-time 
members, please join us for coffee.  

✦Good Friday, Mar 25 donation: Loose collection: $10.00; Envelope collection: $464.00; 
Easter Sunday, Mar 27 donation: Vigil lights: $17.35; Loose collection: $310.00; Envelope 
collection: $859.00; Pre-authorized payments Mar 21 to Mar 27: $120.00 

 Christian Stewardship is a way of life based on the awareness that everything we have 
and everything we care comes from God. 

 A Christian steward is one who receive’s God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends them 
in a responsible manner, shares them in justice, and love with others, and returns them with 
increase to the Lord. 

 Each of us is called to practise stewardship. We are called to look outward and to place 
ourselves at the service of our community, especially those most in need.  

 This Christmas St. Nicholas Parish has chosen to support Anawim House with donations 
of non-perishable food items, toiletries, and gently used clothing. The Anawim Companion 
Society provides for the charitable needs of people living in poverty. At the Anawim House, 
people receive help, care and counsel. Basic needs are met in a safe home where people come to 
and feel like they are part of a community. The Anawim House is an adult only facility. Outreach 
day programs are offered to those in need of companionship and sharing 6 days per week.  

 Clearly labelled boxes have been placed in the entrance of the church for donations. 
Items most in need include: 

 Toiletries - shampoo, razors, soap, shaving cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste 
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 Non-Perishable Food Items - pastas, tomato sauce, cereals, tuna, coffee, sugar, canned 
fruit, soup bases 

 Clothing  gently used  - jeans, t-shirts, sweaters, warm and waterproof jackets 

 Our parish is blessed by the excellent spirit and generosity of those parishioners who live 
out their life and faith in the service of others. Thank you so much in advance for you help. Good 
bless you! 

 Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here are some 
suggestions: 

* steward of outreach *   * steward of caring * 
* steward of prayer *   * steward of service * 

* steward of church linen *   * steward of cleaning church * 
* steward of grounds cleaning *   * steward of property security * 

 Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in their younger years, want 
to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but about “BEING” present to 
others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more information. You will be amazed 
how “BEING” can make a difference. 

I. Stewardship - General Principles 

4. Stewardship of Divine gifts – Our Shared Responsibility  

 “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one 
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with 
zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Rom. 12:4-8) 

Points to Remember: 

• Christian Stewardship involves all members of the Church, and not just the bishops and clergy.  

• St. Paul teaches us that we are all members of one Body (see Rom. 12:4-8) and that in the 
Church each person has his or her purpose.  
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• All of us have gifts and blessings, but also limitations, inadequacies, and weaknesses. That is 
why we are called to work together, supplementing in one another that which is lacking.  

• We need to trust the Holy Spirit, who always supplies the Church with all that is needed for her 
to fulfill its mission.  

• We have different gifts, perform different services and activities. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit “for the common good” (see 1 Cor. 12:4-7) 

Questions for Personal Reflection:  

1. How do I understand my calling to be an active member in the Body of Christ?  

2. Have I ever asked myself what my gifts might be, and asked in prayer for the Lord to show 
me how I might use those gifts?  

3. How do the words of St. Paul apply to me when he speaks about all Christians using their 
gifts “for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7) 

(to be continued…) 

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 

 Dear Friends, 

 Exciting news about our Eparchial Youth Ministry program! 

 In today's Gospel we are reminded of the Apostle Thomas,  the disciple that just couldn’t 
believe in Jesus’ resurrection.  I, on the other hand, am grateful on Thomas Sunday that I have no 
doubt about the generosity of the disciples of Jesus who are the faithful in our Eparchy.  Your 
donation to our Eparchial Vibrant Parish campaign will help us to develop a love of Jesus in our 
youngest faithful. 

 Our seminarian, Mykhailo Ozorovych has now completed his last year of 
seminary formation and I am pleased to announce that this summer I will be ordaining him a 
deacon on August 28th in his home town of Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine.  He will be returning to 
our Eparchy at the end of September and will be heading up the soon to be established Youth 
Ministry Office.  Mykhailo's ministry will consist in working with our young people, organizing 
special youth activities, retreats, Bible Study, and other events throughout the year.  Your 
donation will assist us in supporting this office.   
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 If you donated last year, please consider making another generous donation again this 
year.  If you have not donated yet, please consider making your donation now.   

 God bless you as we continue to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord! 
+Ken 

 The term Artos (Greek: “leavened loaf”) refers to a loaf of leavened bread that is blessed 
during services in the Eastern Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches. A large Artos is baked 
especially for use at Pascha (Easter).  

 Near the end of the Paschal Vigil, after the Prayer behind the Ambo, a single large loaf of 
bread, the Artos, is brought to the priest. Depicted on the top of the Artos is either the symbol of 
Christ’s victory over death—the Cross, surmounted by a crown of thorns—or the Resurrection of 
Christ. The Artos symbolizes the physical presence of the resurrected Christ among the disciples. 
The priest blesses the Artos, while it is on the altar with a special prayer and sprinkles it with 
Holy Water. The Artos is then placed on a small table before the Iconostasis where it remains 
throughout Bright Week. It is customary, whenever the faithful enter the Temple, for them to kiss 
the Artos as a way of greeting the Risen Christ.  

 The significance of the Artos is that it serves to remind all Christians of the events 
connected with the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. While still living on earth, the Lord 
called Himself the Bread of Life, saying: ‘I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not 
hunger, and He who believes in Me shall never thirst’ (John 6:35). After His Resurrection, more 
than once Jesus appeared to His disciples, ate before them and blessed their own food. For 
example, as evening fell on the first day of His Resurrection, He was recognized in Emmaus by 
two of His disciples as He blessed and broke bread (Luke 24:13-35).  

 On the 40th day after His Resurrection, the Lord ascended into heaven, and His disciples 
and followers found comfort in their memories of the Lord: they recalled His every word, His 
every step and His every action. When they met for common prayer, they would partake of the 
Body and Blood of Christ, remembering the Last Supper. When they sat down to an ordinary 
meal, they would leave a place at the head of the table empty for the invisibly present Lord and 
would lay bread on that place.  

 Remembering this custom of the Apostles, the Fathers of the Church made it their custom 
to put out the Artos at the Paschal Feast in memory of the appearances of the Risen Lord to His 
disciples, and also in memory of the fact that the Lord Who suffered and was resurrected for our 
justification has made Himself the true Bread of Life and is invisibly present in His church 
always, to the close of the age (Matthew 28:20).  

 The Artos will be distributed at the end of the Divine Liturgy.  
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Closing of Canada’s religious freedom office could spell trouble for human rights

 Canada’s decision to defund its Office of Religious Freedom will harm the country’s 
ability to defend religious minorities and human rights in general, said religious freedom 
advocates and other supporters of the office. 

 “If Canada shuts down its Office of Religious Freedom, it will not just harm religious 
freedom, but Canada’s ability to promote all other human rights,” attorney Gerald Chipeur told 
CNA March 21. Chipeur is an allied attorney with the Alliance Defending Freedom legal group 
and partner with the Miller Thomson law firm in Calgary. 

 He responded to the government’s decision to end funding for Canada’s Office of 
Religious Freedom, which ends on March 31. 

 “The reality is this that in countries where religious freedom is not protected, you will 
find most other freedoms are also not protected,” he said. “In fact, there is a direct correlation 
between the guarantees of religious freedom and the guarantees of other human rights and 
democracy.” 

 “Religious freedom is the most important discussion one can have,” he said. “You can 
talk about trade, defense, and other issues, but if you aren’t first talking about religious freedom, 
then you will miss a very important opportunity to promote human rights and democracy.” 

 On March 21 the Liberal Party, led by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, voted against a 
motion by Conservative MP Garrett Genius to extend funding for the office for another term. 

 The motion was voted down 226 to 90, with the NDP, Bloc Quebecois and Green Party 
leader Elizabeth May all siding with the Liberal Party against funding. 

 Despite the result, Chipeur said other countries can still positively influence Canada’s 
decision. 

 “The U.S. government should step in and urge Canada not to go down this road,” he said. 
“Australia, the U.K., France, and other countries where there is a long tradition of constitutional 
protections of religious freedom, should stand up and plead with Canada to not to shut it down.” 
Foreign Minister Stephane Dion was among the opponents of the motion to fund the office. He 
advocated a consolidation of human rights efforts. 

 “We have to consider whether it might not be more effective to combine all of Global 
Affairs Canada’s efforts to defend and promote human rights into a single office, to advance and 
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to leverage the resources of the department and its embassy network around the world to advance 
this mission,” Dion said. 

 But Peter Stockland, a senior writer with the Canadian think tank Cardus, said that the 
minister’s explanation undermines religious freedom and why the office was established. 

 “Religious freedom is not a right that is on a continuum of rights that is indistinguishable 
from all others,” he said. “It is ineffective to lump all rights together and treat them equally,” 
Stockland told CNA March 23. 

 “To stop religious oppression and hatred, you need something that actually addresses 
violations against religious freedom, not a general office committed to a smorgasbord of rights,” 
Stockland explained. “The Office of Religious Freedom was established specifically to root out 
religious persecution.” 

 Barry W. Bussey, director of legal affairs for the Canadian Council of Christian Charities, 
said focusing on religious freedom does not devalue other rights. 

 “Having an Office of Religious Freedom does not mean that religious freedom trumps 
other human rights,” told CNA March 23. “It is simply that we are living in a time when 
religious freedom is in peril because of all that is happening on the international scene with 
respect to religious minorities.” 

 In 2013, former Prime Minister Stephen Harper named Andrew P.W. Bennett as the first 
Canadian Ambassador for Religious Freedom. During the 2011 federal election, Harper promised 
to create an office of religious freedom. He said the effort was inspired by the brutal 
assassination of Clement Shahbaz Bhatti, the Pakistani politician who criticized Pakistan’s strict 
blasphemy laws and defended victims of religious persecution. 

 With a $5 million dollar budget, the office has funded various projects in Nigeria, 
Ukraine, Pakistan, Myanmar and Iraq. The projects have focused on promoting religious 
tolerance in schools and helping religious minorities under threat.   

 Bussey explained that religious minorities will be adversely affected by the decision. 

 “Fundamentally, the office raised the profile of religious minorities and helped bring 
greater understanding between various religious groups,” he said. “Religious minorities are very 
disappointed that the office is closing.” 

 “Many minorities chose to settle in Canada and other western countries like the U.S., 
because they were fleeing persecution in their home state,” Bussey explained. “The creation of 
the Office for Religious Freedom showed religious minorities that their new country was 
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concerned about their plight and the fate of their fellow believers back home. The closing of the 
office puts this concern in question.” 

 Although Dion voted against the office, the foreign minister said Canada will still 
“enhance and strengthen Canada’s fight for religious freedom everywhere.” 

 Bussey said that religious minorities will hold the government accountable. 

 “Religious minorities will be watching the Canadian government closely to see if it holds 
true to its promise to maintain the same level of concern about religious persecution as it did 
with the Office of Religious Freedom,” he said. 

 “These minorities have family members back in their home state and will watch very 
carefully what the government does with respect to religious freedom and the persecution of their 
fellow countrymen,” Bussey explained. 

 He said he hopes the Canadian government will keep its promise to value religious 
freedom. 

 “Once the office is closed, there is a real fear that religious freedom will get lost in the 
sea of other international concerns of the government,” Bussey concluded. “I hope the 
government will prove everyone with such fears wrong and that religious freedom will still be 
maintained as a high priority.” 

(catholicnewsagency.com) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________3 April, 2016


