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WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!

ТРЕТЯ НЕДІЛЯ ПІСЛЯ П’ЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Come, let us adore God the Word, Who was born of 
the Father before all ages, and was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary; for of His own free will He suffered the Cross and 
submitted Himself to burial, and arose from the dead to 
save me, a sinful one. 

O Virgin, the shadow of the Law passed away with 
the realization of grace. For as the bush had burned 
without being consumed, so you gave birth while a virgin 
and you remained a virgin. Instead of the pillar of fire 
there rose the Sun of Justice. Instead of Moses, Christ 
God came forth, the Saviour of our souls. 

O Mother of God, the mystery hidden from all 
eternity* and unknown even to the angels,* was revealed 
through you to those on earth:* God took on our human 
nature* and united it to His divine nature in a perfect but 
unconfused union.* Then, He willingly accepted the cross 
for our sake* and thereby raised again the first created 
man,*and saved our souls from death. 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP AFTER DIVINE LITURGY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 

ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 
 

Pastor: Very Rev. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 

1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Emergency: 250.891.4507 

Res: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  
Web:www.stnicholasparish.org E-mail:stnicks@telus.net 

Sun DL - 10am; Tue-Fri DL - 9am; Sat DL - 10am  

�

!  

Veneration of the Icon of 
the Mother of God, “Of 
Ihor” so called because it 

belonged to Ihor, Prince of 
Kyiv (+1147)

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  
Bishop: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski  

www.nweparchy.ca
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN В Страсі І Покорі / We Are Gathered Here To Worship pg. 234-235 

COMMUNION  HYMN Пливи Світами / Let All Creation Sing Out In Triumph pg. 256-257 

CLOSING HYMN Наче Повний Голос Дзвону/Having Shared Your Loving Kindness pg. 270-271

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!
SUNDAY  & DAILY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, June 5 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, June 6 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, June 7 NO SERVICES *********
WEDNESDAY, June 8 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom / Moleben 9AM / 7PM
THURSDAY, June 9 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, June 10 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
SATURDAY, June 11 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
SUNDAY, June 12 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, June 5 Rm. 5: 1-10 Glikeria Iwanuck Marian Chalifoux

SUNDAY, June 12 Rm. 6: 18-23 Andrij Pelekhatyi Robert Herchak

SUNDAY, June 19 Rm. 10: 1-10 Natalia Bryndak Carol Chapman

SUNDAY, June 26 Rm. 12: 6-14 Liliia Palyvoda Peter Iwanuck

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH……….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES………….….…..……by appointment 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills:  Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is 
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It 
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the 
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may 
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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An Anthology for Worship: pg. 333 

Prokeimenon, Tone 2: The Lord is my strength and my song of praise, and He has become my 
salvation. Verse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death. 

Epistle (Romans 5:1-10) - A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans: Brothers and 
Sisters, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our 
hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing 
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 

A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  

Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
 (His Beatit*de Sviatoslav) � �
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that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in 
that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have 
been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, 
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.  

Alleluia, Tone 2: Verse: The Lord will hear you in the day of tribulation; the name of the God of 
Jacob will shield you. Verse: Lord, grant victory to the king and hear us in the day that we shall 
call upon You. 

Gospel (Mattew 6:22-33): The Lord said: "The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is 
sound, your whole body will be filled with light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be 
in darkness. And if the light in you is darkness, how great will the darkness be. No one can serve 
two masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat (or drink), or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food 
and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds in the sky; they do not sow or reap, they 
gather nothing into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more important than 
they? Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to your life-span? Why are you anxious 
about clothes? Learn from the way the wild flowers grow. They do not work or spin. But I tell 
you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was clothed like one of them. If God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which grows today and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not much 
more provide for you, O you of little faith? So do not worry and say, 'What are we to eat?' or 
'What are we to drink?' or 'What are we to wear?' All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom (of God) and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given you besides."  

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia. 

Прокімен, глас 2: Господь – моя сила і моя пісня, * і Він став моїм спасінням. Стих: 
Тяжко покарав мене Господь, та не передав мене смерті.  

Апостол (Рм 2:10-16) - До Римлян послання Св. Ап. Павла читання: Браття і сестри, 
оправдані ж вірою, ми маємо мир з Богом через Господа нашого Ісуса Христа, через якого 
ми вірою одержали доступ до тієї ласки, що в ній стоїмо і хвалимося надією на славу 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 5 June, 2016



_____________________________________________________________St. Nicholas Parish - a  place to encounter God’s Mercy

Божу. Та й не тільки це, але ми хвалимось і в утисках, знаючи, що утиск виробляє 
терпеливість, терпеливість – досвід, а досвід – надію. Надія ж не засоромить, бо любов 
Бога влита в серця наші Святим Духом, що нам даний. Христос бо, тоді як ми були ще 
безсилі, у свою пору, помер за безбожних. Воно навряд чи хто за праведника вмирає; бо за 
доброго, може, хтось і відважився б умерти. Бог же показує свою до нас любов тим, що 
Христос умер за нас, коли ми ще були грішниками. Отож, тим більш тепер, оправдані його 
кров'ю, ми спасемося ним від гніву. Бо коли, бувши ворогами, ми примирилися з Богом 
смертю його Сина, то тим більше тепер, примирившися, спасемося його життям.  

Алилуя, глас 2: Стих: Вислухає тебе Господь у день печалі, захистить тебе ім'я Бога 
Якова. Стих: Господи, спаси царя і вислухай нас, коли будемо взивати до Тебе.  

Євангеліє (Матея 6:22-33): Сказав Господь: "Світло тіла – око. Як, отже, твоє око здорове, 
все тіло твоє буде світле. А коли твоє око лихе, все тіло твоє буде в темряві. Коли ж те 
світло, що в тобі, темрява, то темрява – якою ж великою буде! Ніхто не може двом панам 
служити: бо або одного зненавидить, а другого буде любити, або триматиметься одного, а 
того знехтує. Не можете Богові служити – і мамоні. Ось чому кажу вам: Не турбуйтеся 
вашим життям, що вам їсти та що пити; ні тілом вашим, у що одягнутись. Хіба життя не 
більш – їжі, тіло – не більш одежі. Гляньте на птиць небесних: не сіють і не жнуть, ані не 
збирають у засіки, а Отець ваш небесний їх годує! Хіба ви від них не вартісніші? Хто з вас, 
журячись, спроможен добавити до свого віку хоч один лікоть? І про одежу чого ж вам 
клопотатись? Гляньте на польові лілеї, як ростуть вони: не працюють і не прядуть. Та я 
кажу вам, що й Соломон у всій своїй славі не вдягався так, як одна з них. І коли зілля 
польове, яке сьогодні є, а завтра вкидають його до печі, Бог так одягає, то чи не багато 
більше вас, маловірні? Отож не турбуйтеся, промовлявши: Що будемо їсти, що пити й у 
що зодягнемося? Про все те побиваються погани. Отець же ваш небесний знає, що вам усе 
це потрібне. Шукайте перше Царство Боже та його справедливість, а все те вам 
докладеться."  

Причасний: Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на висотах. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя! 

✦WARMEST GREETINGS to the newly baptized Elliot MacGillivray, son of Alexander 
MacGillivray and Natalie Shumka, who received today the sacraments of Christian Initiation: 
Baptism, Chrismation & Holy Eucharist. Welcome to the parish family! Многая Літа! 

✦HAPPY BIRTHDAY to ALEC ROSSA and all those who celebrated their birthdays this past 
week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God 
protects you at all times. Многая Літа! 
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✦OUR  CONDOLENCES  to Kamila and Anna and family on the loss of their mother Maria 
Noriak who passed away on Saturday, May 28. Funeral took place on Friday, June 3 at 
St.Nicholas parish; internment - Royal Oak cemetery. May our Lord grant to her soul a place of 
rest where all of the souls of the saints abide and make her memory eternal. Вічная Пам’ять! 

✦CELEBRATING UKRAINIAN CULTURE: 45 years of Veselka Dance will take place 
TODAY Sunday, June 5th @ 2 pm at the new Oak Bay High School Theatre (2151 Cranmore 
Rd.,). The festive event is open to all, and will feature the renowned Veselka Dancers, plus 
special spoken word and musical offerings. With the current crisis in Ukraine, this is an 
opportunity to both learn about and celebrate Ukrainian culture. “This will be a colourful, 
diverse concert to highlight the success of our 45 years of history,” says artistic Director Lisa 
Hall. Celebrating Ukrainian Culture: 45 years of Veselka Dance is a unique opportunity for the 
public to enjoy the thrilling, energetic art form of Ukrainian Dance. Tickets: $15 (free for 
children aged 5 & under). General Seating. Tickets will be available at the door. 

✦WE NEED YOUR HELP: Dear Parishioners. You probably noticed that we trimmed all the 
chestnut tress on the church property and we removed one tree for a cost of $1,500. We want to 
let you know that we received a donation in the amount of $1,000 towards this expense and we 
would welcome any donations to cover the rest of this cost. We also received another generous 
donations in the amount of $1,000 to cover the cost of the repair of our industrial fridge in the 
kitchen. May God bless our donors abundantly for their generous donations to support our 
parish.  

✦OUR CONDOLENCES to Tom Sluchinski on the loss of his wife Heather Sluchinski: (Feb. 
14/44-May 31/16). Heather, and her husband Tom, were former parishioners at St. Nicholas 
parish. Funeral was held at Sacred Heart Church in Saanich on Saturday, June 4. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Tom and children Tom Jr and Laurie. Вічная Пам’ять! 

✦MOUNT ST. MARY HOSPITAL IS CELEBRATING ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY with a 
Spring Fair and everyone is invited! Hope. Caring and Compassion. These are a few of Mount 
St. Mary Hospital’s core values. Since the Sisters of St. Ann founded the Hospital 75 years ago 
to care for the “aged and incurables,” Mount St. Mary has had an incredible history of offering 
excellent health care. Today, we provide exemplary complex care in a home-like setting to 
approximately 250 vulnerable members of our community every year. What: This free 
community celebration will feature lots of things to do, including: - Kids Activities 
(imagination craft station, face painting, and games including bean bag toss, egg and spoon 
races, three legged races, and sack races;) - Silent Auction featuring lots of great items donated 
by local business, including gift certificates to local restaurants, hotel stays, activities, haircuts, 
bath and body gift baskets, artwork, jewelry, and more; - Display and sale of the residents’ 
artwork; - Bake sale; - Music; - Raffles; - BBQ; and - Cake at 2pm. When: Saturday, June 11 | 
10am – 3pm. Where: Mount St. Mary Hospital, 861 Fairfield Road (corner of Fairfield Rd. & 
Quadra St.). Why: All funds raised at the Spring Fair and other 75th anniversary activities will 
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support our Room to Care campaign to repair and renew the rooms of the 200 vulnerable 
members of our community who call Mount St. Mary Hospital their home. Mount St. Mary 
Hospital is where they receive exemplary complex care services in a home-like setting that 
supports their independence, dignity and quality of life. 

✦MENTAL ILNESS IN ADULTS: Allan York, who has a Masters Degree and 48 years of 
experience in counselling will once again be speaking on the subject of MENTAL ILLNESS 
IN ADULTS on Tuesday, June 7 from 7:00-7:45PM in Our Lady of Lourdes Hall (St. Patrick’s 
parish, 2060 Haultain St.). Allan will be discussing the effects of mental illness on spouses and 
family, the stigma and importance of honest communication regarding this illness, and 
accessing support services. A brief question period will follow. The CWL meeting will proceed 
after the question period. All are welcome to attend. 

✦THE DIVINE LITURGY - AN ANTHOLOGY FOR WORSHIP: books have been 
purchased and we would be most appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books 
($400.00). This is a one-volume source for singing the Divine Liturgy in English with sections 
in Ukrainian. This book contains Sundays, Festal and Weekday Musical Settings for the Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, Music for the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great, the Hours in 
English, Propers for the Liturgical Year, Tables for Scriptural Readings, Hymns and Carols, 
Blessings and Other Brief Rites. May the use of the Anthology bring abundant blessings to all 
of us, and with one voice and one heart sing the praises of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 

✦MOLEBEN TO CHRIST THE LOVER OF MANKIND: please join us  for Moleben every 
Wednesday at 7PM. 

✦JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish 
Choir and remember that we ALWAYS looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky 
for details at 250.658.3051 

✦VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: Please help yourself to a copy of the Vibrant Parish Prayer 
card located in each pew. You are most welcome to take one home with you. This prayer 
is recited at the end of each Liturgy. "It is in our parish the faithful most frequently encounter 
Christ through Christian instruction, community prayer and service to ones neighbour. In 
promoting and enlivening our parish life, we also enliven the entire Church.”  

✦CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in 
order that He may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease 
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to 
our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled 
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their 
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the 
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Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian 
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers members of our parish, our family and 
friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join 
actively in their community. 

✦THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% 
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and 
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦TRAVELING ICON: Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon 
can call Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦RENOVATIONS TO THE RECTORY: In our today's world, everything is costing more and 
more money. We as a Parish community really need your help. We need your financial help 
toward the costs of the renovations to the rectory. Renovation Fund is $30,000 but we are still 
short over $15,000 of our goal. We need to rebuild the front porch and steps and the rear stairs 
as well as do seismic upgrade to the basement which will cost us approximately $25,000. 
Please consider donating generously to this work. We thank you and pray for you! 

✦SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the 
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with 
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners 
who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-
time members, please join us for coffee. 

✦BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here 
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of 
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward 
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in 
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but 
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more 
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference. 

✦SUNDAY, MAY 29 DONATION: Coffee: $43.05; Vigil lights: $9.10; Loose collection: 
$21.00; Envelope collection: $439.00; Special donation (Rectory renovations): $1000.00; 
Special donation (Freezer and trees): $1000.00; Pre-authorized payments May 23 to 29: 
$120.00 
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 Christian Stewardship is a way of life based on the awareness that everything we have 
and everything we care comes from God. 

 A Christian steward is one who receive’s God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends them 
in a responsible manner, shares them in justice, and love with others, and returns them with 
increase to the Lord. 

 Each of us is called to practise stewardship. We are called to look outward and to place 
ourselves at the service of our community, especially those most in need.  

 This Christmas St. Nicholas Parish has chosen to support Anawim House 
(www.anawimhouse.com) with donations of non-perishable food items, toiletries, and gently 
used clothing. The Anawim Companion Society provides for the charitable needs of people 
living in poverty. At the Anawim House, people receive help, care and counsel. Basic needs are 
met in a safe home where people come to and feel like they are part of a community. The 
Anawim House is an adult only facility. Outreach day programs are offered to those in need of 
companionship and sharing 6 days per week.  

 Clearly labelled boxes have been placed in the entrance of the church for donations. 
Items most in need include: 

 Toiletries - shampoo, razors, soap, shaving cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste 

 Non-Perishable Food Items - pastas, tomato sauce, cereals, tuna, coffee, sugar, canned 
fruit, soup bases 

 Clothing  gently used  - jeans, t-shirts, sweaters, warm and waterproof jackets 

 Our parish is blessed by the excellent spirit and generosity of those parishioners who live 
out their life and faith in the service of others. Thank you so much in advance for you help. Good 
bless you! 

Itinerary
16 Aug–1 Sep, 2016  

Kyiv, Lviv, Ternopil, Carpathian Mountains 

Be part of the Ordination of Mykhailo Ozorovych 
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Land Package $2,625.00 USD 

Single supplement $568.00 
[includes all breakfasts & Meals as specified] 

Flights:  please call Luba@Captain Cook 
Toll free:  1.877.430.6789  
[You may extend your stay] 

Reservations: 
A non refundable deposit of $700.00 U.S. due 25 April 2016 

Final Balance $1925.00 USD due June 1, 2016 
*Flights:  Please call Luba @ our office to book your flights 
*Please advise any special visits to Villages and/or Archives in order that we may help to pre 
arrange vehicles for you and advise costs. 

CAPTAIN COOK TRAVEL LTD.
2213 West Broadway 

Vancouver, BC V6K 2E4 
Tel:  604.734.8080 

Luba & Myrna direct line:  604.430.6789 
Toll Free: 1.877.430.6789 

Emails: myrnatravel@shaw.ca 
luba@captaincooktravel.com 

 The purpose of camp is to provide an opportunity for youth to experience God through 
nature and the companionship of others. Children will experience Ukrainian language and 
culture during camp along with games, religious activities, hikes, sports, arts and crafts, camp 
fires, water activities and other summer camp activities. This marks the 33nd year of our 
Ukrainian Catholic Summer Camp. Camp will take place in Kelowna at the OAC facility. Camp 
offers a wide range of activities for campers aged 7-15 (as of December 31, 2016). Registration 
is available online via Eventbrite “Camp St. Volodymyr BC 2016.”  

Early bird registration Ends July 7, 2016. 

WAYS TO HELP 

 VOLUNTEER: Camp St. Volodymyr is a nonprofit camp, run on a volunteer basis. If you 
are interested in helping at this year’s camp as a counsellor, chef, arts & crafts or cultural 
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coordinator please contact Jennifer. Applications forms for counsellors are due June 15, 2016. All 
volunteers will be subject to a criminal records check and must sign the camp code of conduct. 
For more information contact Jennifer Caldwell @ 604.220.0584 or jennsawka@hotmail.com. 
Visit our website via www.nweparchy.ca 

 DONATE: We are always happy to accept food donations of vegetables, fruits, cereals, 
and treats for children such as cakes, cookies, as well as monetary donations. Tax receipts can be 
issued with donations of $25 or more. 

Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk on the 'silent war' no one cares about 

An interview with His Beatitude Sviatoslav on situation in Ukraine

 It's a conflict that's been raging in Ukraine for two years, costing thousands of lives and 
displacing millions of people. But the international community seems to have largely forgotten 
about it. 

 And as one who's lived in the very heart of the crisis, the leader of Ukraine's Greek 
Catholic Church has some ideas as to why. 

 “Very often in international society so-called 'rich countries' are very much concentrated 
in their own interests and their own life in their own international policy,” Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk said. 

 And very often, “modern politicians would rather close their eyes” and pretend that a 
problem doesn't exist, rather than make a commitment to solve it, he said. 

 CNA sat down with his beatitude May 23 at his residence in Kyiv, where he opened up on 
a panorama of issues: the conflict in east Ukraine, to relations with the Orthodox and his 
friendship with Pope Francis. 

 The most urgent topic was what he called the “silent” war in the country’s east between 
Russian troops and Ukrainian soldiers fighting to keep their young independence in a climate of 
political and economic instability. 

 He also offered his thoughts on Pope Francis' historic February meeting with Russian 
Orthodox Patriarch Kirill and relations between their Churches, which have a sour history. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 5 June, 2016

NEWS

http://www.nweparchy.ca


_____________________________________________________________St. Nicholas Parish - a  place to encounter God’s Mercy

 Pope Francis' strategy for ecumenical and inter-faith dialogue was also addressed, as well 
as the upcoming Pan Orthodox Council and the June visit of the Vatican's secretary of state 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, to Ukraine. 

 What's behind the conflict in east Ukraine? 

 The very, very essence of this conflict is the external aggression of the Russian 
Federation against Ukraine. After the fall of the Soviet Union 25 years ago, Ukraine voted in the 
referendum for its independence, but it is sad to say that our neighbor is starting to restore the 
Soviet Union, trying to pull back all those countries to the so-called 'Eurasian Union.' For the 
Ukrainian people all those social projects are a big discussion between our movement toward 
democracy, toward European values, or coming back to the times of the Soviet Union. It was a 
huge discussion in Ukraine maybe three or four years ago. And the citizens of Ukraine decided to 
be a free and independent country, this is why we were attacked by our neighbor. Of course 
Ukraine is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country, with its inner tensions, conflicts and all 
kinds of historical causes which bring us to the richness of our daily existence. But nevertheless, 
that aggression was using the weakness of the Ukrainian state after the so-called 'revolution of 
dignity' when that discussion about our future was, I would say, expressed by that phenomenon 
which we would call 'Maiden.' People would just go out, expressing they are willing to live in a 
democratic and independent country. And during that discussion, using the weakness of the 
Ukrainian state, we were attacked by the Russian Federation, first with the annexation of the 
Crimean peninsula and then the invasion of Russian troops in Donbass, which is the region in 
eastern Ukraine. 

 Two years into this conflict there's still debate about setting a definite boarder for 
the occupied territory. Why do you think that has been so difficult to do up to this point? 

 My opinion is that the borders of Ukraine are internationally established. So it is not a 
discussion about the Ukrainian borders, it’s a question about an illegal annexation and 
occupation of the Ukrainian territory. It is an issue of the breaking of international law, and the 
system of international, worldwide security. If a strong, big country has a right to invade a small 
neighbor, international law does not exist anymore. So the whole issue is about justice and 
international law, and respect of the integrity and serenity of your neighbors. This is an 
international problem. 

 It's an international problem, but a lot of the international community seems to be 
unaware. Why do you think this conflict is so invisible to them? Are they indifferent? 

 I think there are many causes of that, I would say 'silent' war in Ukraine. Very often in 
international society so-called 'rich countries' are very much concentrated in their own interests 
and their own life in their own international policy. Those countries who are not directly 
involved in the welfare of those rich, global powers are very often marginalized and forgotten. 
Very often modern politicians would rather close their eyes and make an impression that the 
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problem does not exist, than making a commitment to solve those problems. I have to say that 
the situation in Ukraine, that war against a sovereign and independent country, the Ukrainian 
State, is the biggest international crisis in Eastern Europe after the Second World War. Not only 
on the diplomatic level, not only at a military and political one, but the humanitarian level as 
well because that conflict involves millions of people who are suffering. Ukraine right how has 
more or less 2 million internally displaced persons. Many people are trying to simply survive in 
the rich Ukrainian soil. This is why Ukraine desperately needs an international solidarity. 
Because very often in today’s life human suffering is becoming a simple show. Very often in 
western countries news about war and suffering is simply an issue of some sort of everyday 
news. Very often we are indifferent, very often we would rather close our eyes and say ‘this is 
not my business’ when we see bloodshed or human suffering. This is why the situation in 
Ukraine arises very deep questions: do we commit ourselves to the very foundation of 
democracy, which is the dignity of the human person? Do we commit ourselves to establish the 
sanctity of human life? All these questions are rising right now in Ukraine, and we as Ukrainians 
would ask those questions to international society. 

 As far as the Greek-Catholic Church goes, how has the conflict affected it? Is there 
difficulty for priests in the conflict area? How is the Church handling the situation? 

 The role and the commitment of the Church in the conditions or war is a pastoral care for 
those who are suffering. We have our parishes in Crimea, we have our parishes in the occupied 
territory of Donbass, we have our priests even in that so-called 'Grey Zone,' which is a line of 
division between the territory which is controlled by the Ukrainian government and the occupied 
territory. We have our structures, our parishes, our communities in the whole territory of Ukraine 
and our mission is to be with those who are in need, to serve those who are in danger, to be with 
those who need our solidarity. The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church is a global Church, we 
have our parishes, our communities, not only in Ukraine but in South and North America, 
Australia, Western Europe, so that body of the Church in such extremely difficult conditions is 
more or less mobilized, so we're trying to help those in need. Our priests are sacrificing their 
lives being with those who are in danger. We are trying to perform social services to the 
internally displaced persons, we are trying to be with the Ukrainian soldiers in the front line who 
are giving up their lives for a free and independent Ukraine, and we're trying as Christians to 
serve everybody who is in need without asking which kind of Church you belong to, which 
nationality you are, which language you speak. Of course a priest is not a simple social worker. 
By our pastoral care we are bringing a witness, a witness to those who very often would feel 
abandoned by everybody. In such painful conditions people would ask: does God care about us? 
Are we forgotten by God? And the presence of our priests, of our nuns, of our bishops, with 
those people who are suffering is a presence that God is with us, that Christ always is with those 
who are victims of aggression, because he himself became a victim on the cross, and in this way 
he brings salvation to the world. I would say service, challenge and witness in everyday life in 
Ukraine. 
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 What about collaboration with other rites and other Churches in terms of mutual 
support? What has this been like? 

 As I mentioned before, Ukraine is a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-religious 
country, but in such dramatic conditions we experienced the ecumenism in action, because 
nobody is asking who you are and to what confession, what Church you belong to. We are united 
in our care for those who are in need. We are praying together, we are helping each other, we are 
supporting each other as Churches, as communities, because our common goal is to serve 
everyone who needs our service, because all Christians believe that each human person was 
created in the image and likeness of God. So our service to those who are in need is an essential 
part of our worship to God, we cannot praise God without bringing our service to those in whom 
he is present today as those who are in the hospital, who are hungry, who are thirsty, who are 
those who are in danger of their lives. 

 The Latin Church has shown a lot of support to Greek-Catholics in Ukraine and to 
humanitarian efforts on the ground. Pope Francis also had a collection to support conflict 
relief efforts not long ago. What has this support meant to the Ukrainian people? 
  
 We are very grateful to the Holy Father for his initiative, first of all to bring attention of 
the international community to the suffering of Ukrainian citizens in Ukraine. That particular 
support, that particular humanitarian mission which the Holy Father announced, is not directly a 
support of the local Church, but this is a support and help to the people who are victims of the 
unjust aggression. Of course the local Churches, both Byzantine and Latin Rite, we are open to 
cooperate with that mission of the Holy Father, we are open to offering our structures, our 
possibilities, our communities, to reach those people to whom the Holy Father is willing to help. 
We are very grateful that the Holy Father is trying to awaken the consciousness of European 
Christians to that silence about the unjust war against Ukraine. 

 I'd also like to ask about relations with the Russian Orthodox Church. The situation 
has been complicated, especially given the ongoing conflict, but what is the current state of 
relations between your Churches? 

 In Ukraine we do not have the Russian Orthodox Church, we have the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the Moscow patriarchate, and that Church is also trying to help those who 
are in need. Of course that Church is experiencing some internal tensions concerning the Russian 
aggression, because those soldiers who are killing Ukrainians, the majority of them belong to the 
same Church. So the question is why members of the same Church are killing their brothers and 
sisters on the soil of Ukraine. This is a big question. But nevertheless in Ukraine we’re trying to 
cooperate with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, we are trying to respect the sensibility of 
Orthodox believers, and to help each other. I think we are discovering that there are many more 
things and issues which unite us than which divide us. If we would abandon politics, if we would 
look into the eyes of those people to whom we are supposed to serve, we will rediscover the 
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living Christ present among us, our God, which is the same for Catholic and Orthodox, the same 
God for Christians, Muslims and Jews. Our Lord who is asking us to love our neighbor. 

 So would you say that efforts for collaboration are stronger than whatever tensions 
might exist? 

 I have to bring the witness that our people in the very, very, basic foundation of the 
Church, are more united that the Church hierarchs are, and they are asking us to follow them. 
Those very profound questions – why do we suffer? Do we have hope? Does our sacrifice have 
any meaning? – are the same questions (all) people are asking; Orthodox, priests, bishops, 
Catholics, Muslims and Jews, and I think if we will be honest and faithful to our own vocation 
we will give the same response to those people. In that service, we are and will be united. 

 Speaking of relations between Church hierarchs, what is your opinion on the Pope’s 
meeting with Patriarch Kirill in February? 

 I think it was a historical meeting. We are very thankful to God that it finally happened, 
because for decades we as Ukrainian Greek Catholics were called an obstacle for that meeting. 
Thanks be to God that now we are not an obstacle for such brotherly relationships and meetings. 
I think that the Holy Father is opening a new page in the history of relationships between 
Catholics and Orthodox. But in order to cooperate, in order to develop our brotherly relationships 
we cannot put any conditions. The main discussion in Ukraine, (in terms of) some sort of 
‘conditions,’ were some points of the joint declaration that was signed. But the Holy Father, 
many times when I had the chance to talk to him, underlined that for him the most important 
(thing) is a person and not a paper, a meeting and not a declaration, cooperation and not some 
theoretical thinking, some philosophical statements, because that theory would come and go, a 
declaration would be forgotten, but the gesture of open arms will remain. 

 You have known the Pope since his time in Argentina. He seemed to have had great 
success in uniting people from different religions and backgrounds in that context. Do you 
think he’s using the same strategy as then, but in perhaps a broader scale as Pope? 

 I have to say he is the same person as he was in Buenos Aires. He’s the same as the 
Successor of Peter in Rome, and his policy is almost the same, because he’s trying to really break 
all those divisions, all those prejudices against brothers and sisters. I think really that he’s under 
the motion of the Holy Spirit, which brings him to appreciate the dignity of the human person 
regardless of what confession, Church or political background that person comes from. I think 
this is how we Christians are supposed to bring our witness to Christ in the future, and I think in 
that motion of the Holy Spirit we can build unity. The unity of the Church, the unity of the 
human race. I remember the words of St. Pope John Paul II, that a united Europe can be united 
only in Christ. And I think the Holy Father Francis is simply going forward on the same path. 

 Would say that so far his strategy is working? 
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 Absolutely. 

 On the theme of dialogue, another historic meeting is coming up in June, the Pan 
Orthodox Council. What are your thoughts on this, considering your presence in a majority 
Orthodox country? 

 I wrote a letter to Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople and to the members of the 
Pan Orthodox Council assuring our prayer, because the challenges which Christianity is facing 
today are common, for Orthodox and for Catholics. As I said previously, there are many more 
things which unite us than divide us. The biggest scandal for our world is a division between 
Christians. So my prayer is that the Holy Spirit will help our brethren Orthodox to be united their 
efforts in order to remain faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in today’s globalized culture. Our 
prayer is that openness to dialogue with modern culture, and to dialogue with brethren Christians 
who are maybe not a member of the Orthodox communion, will be a topic of their discussions. 
Because we can face those challenges only if we will be in dialogue with God and today’s world, 
if we will be able to love God and our neighbor. We cannot love our neighbor without entering 
into dialogue with him. We cannot bring our witness to today’s humanity without the spirit of 
love. Love brings that openness, that freshness, that vibrancy to the Church. This is my prayer 
and my wish for the Pan Orthodox Council, which I expressed in my letter. 

 Will any representatives of the Greek Catholic Church be observing? Yourself or 
anyone else? 
 No. As I understand, the observers from the Catholic side, particularly from the Greek 
Catholic side, were not invited to the council. But we respect their sensibilities and wishes, and 
nevertheless we will support (and) we will be united with the Orthodox hierarchs in prayer and in 
the Holy Spirit. 

 While this is a council specific to the Orthodox Churches, which of the discussion 
topics would be most pertinent from a Catholic standpoint? Issues such as the unification 
of liturgical calendars, for example… 

 Well, those topics mostly are inner issues of the Orthodox community, so this is why we 
are not entering into the discussion or arguing with the Orthodox brethren. Any kind of growing 
in unity among the Orthodox would be helpful for our dialogue, because some sort of divisions 
between the Orthodox Churches hurts the possibility to have an open and successful dialogue 
between Orthodox and Catholics. Perhaps in Ukraine, we have three Orthodox Churches, and we 
pray someday at least the Orthodox in Ukraine will be united among them. It will facilitate our 
dialogue the Orthodox Church in Ukraine. The same in the worldwide perspective. More unity 
among the Orthodox will bring more unity among all Christians.  

(catholicnewsagency.com) 
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