
_____________________________________________________________St. Nicholas Parish - a  place to encounter God’s Mercy

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 17 July, 2016

WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!

ДЕВ’ЯТА НЕДІЛЯ ПІСЛЯ П’ЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ 
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Christ the Word was begotten by God the Father before 
all ages; yet in these latter times, He freely willed to take flesh 
from the Virgin who did not know man. By His death on the 
cross and His resurrection, He saved mankind from the ancient 
curse of death. 

O Word and lover of Mankind, infinite and beyond 
description in Your taking flesh for our sake, the nobles 
assembly of Fathers proclaimed that You are both perfect man 
and perfect God, one person in two perfect natures with two 
perfect wills. Therefore, we profess that You are one God with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit. We sing a hymn of praise to the 
Fathers, and we adore You. 

O glorious Fathers of the Councils, you demonstrated 
that Pyrrhus, Sergius, and Onuphrius, Dioscorus, and 
Nestorius were in error concerning the doctrines of Christ. 
You save the flock by teaching the true principle that Christ is 
one divine person in two natures. This Christ we adore as 
perfect man and perfect God, one with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. O holy Fathers, we honour you and sing to you a hymn 
of praise

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP AFTER DIVINE LITURGY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 

ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 
 

Pastor: Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 

Emergency: 250.891.4507 

Res: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  

1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Web:www.stnicholasparish.org E-mail:stnicks@telus.net 

Sun DL  - 10am;     Tue-Fri DL - 9am;     Sat DL - 10am  

�

�

Holy Fathers of the First 
Six Ecumenical Councils

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  
Bishop: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski  

www.nweparchy.ca
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN В Страсі  I Покорі / We Are Gathered Here To Worship pg. 234-235 

COMMUNION  HYMN Пливи Світами / Let All Creation pg. 256-257
CLOSING HYMN How Glorious Is Our God Іn Sion pg, 962-963 

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!
SUNDAY  & DAILY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, July 17 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, July 18 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, July 19 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, July 20 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
THURSDAY, July 21 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, July 22 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
SATURDAY, July 23 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 10:00 AM
SUNDAY, July 24 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, July 17 Heb. 13:7-16 Glikeria Iwanuck Darryl Huculak

SUNDAY, July 24 1 Cor. 4:9-16 Andrij Pelekhatyi Graciela Spaciuk-Schwarz

SUNDAY, July 31 1 Cor. 9:2-12 Natalia Bryndak William Vanderven

SUNDAY, August 7 1 Cor. 15:1-11 Liliia Palyvoda Marian Chalifoux

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH……….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES………….….…..……by appointment 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills:  Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is 
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It 
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the 
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may 
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship: Liturgy - pg. 388-461; propers - pg. 357, 863 

Troparion, Tone 8: You came down from oh high, O Merciful One,* and accepted three days of 
burial* to free us from our sufferings.* O Lord, our life and our resurrection,* glory be to You. 

Troparion, Tone 8: Christ our God, You are glorified above all,* You established our fathers as 
beacons on earth* and through them guided all of us to the true faith.* Glory to You, most 
compassionate Lord. 
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 

A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  

Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
 (His Beatit*de Sviatoslav) � �
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Glory: Kontakion, Tone 6: The Son who ineffably shone from the Father* was born two-fold of 
nature from a woman.* Beholding Him, we do not reject the image of His form;* but depicting 
it, we revere it faithfully.* Therefore, the Church, holing the true faith,* kisses the icon of 
Christ’s becoming man. 

Now: Theotokion, Tone 6: Undaunted patroness of Christians,* O steadfast intermediary with 
the Creator,* turn not away from the suppliant voices of sinners,* but in your kindness come to 
help us who cry out to you in faith.* Be quick to intercede, make haste to plead,* for you are 
ever the patroness of those who honour you, O Mother of God. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 4: Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* and praised and glorified is 
Your Name forever. Verse: For You are righteous in everything that You have done to us. 

Epistle - Heb. 13:7-16 - A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Hebrews: Brothers and 
sisters, remember your leaders who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their 
way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do not 
be carried away by all kinds of strange teaching. It is good to have our hearts strengthened by 
grace and not by foods, which do not benefit those who live by them. We have an altar from 
which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. The bodies of the animals whose 
blood the high priest brings into the sanctuary as a sin offering are burned outside the camp. 
Therefore, Jesus also suffered outside the gate, to consecrate the people by his own blood. Let us 
then go to him outside the camp, bearing the reproach that he bore. For here we have no lasting 
city, but we seek the one that is to come. Through him (then) let us continually offer God a 
sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have; God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind.  

Alleluia, Tone 1: Verse: The God of gods, the Lord, spoke and summoned the earth from the 
rising of the sun to its setting. Verse: Gather to Him His devout ones, who with sacrifice make 
covenant with Him. 

Gospel - John 17:1-17 - Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come. 
Give glory to your son, so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all 
people, so that he may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they 
should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified you on 
earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with 
the glory that I had with you before the world began. "I revealed your name to those whom you 
gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the words you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from 
you, and they have believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for 
the ones you have given me, because they are yours, and everything of mine is yours and 
everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now I will no longer be in 
the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your 
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name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are. When I was with them I 
protected them in your name that you gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost 
except the son of destruction, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming 
to you. I speak this in the world so that they may share my joy completely. 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens,* praise Him in the highest.* Rejoice in 
the Lord, O you just;* praise befits the righteous.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 

 

Тропар, глас 8: З висоти зійшов Ти, Милосердний,* і триденне погребення прийняв Ти,* 
щоб нас звільнити від страждань.* Життя і воскресіння наше,*Господи, слава Тобі. 

Тропар, глас 8: Препрославлений ти, Христе Боже наш, світила на землі - отців наших 
оснував ти і ними до істинної віри всіх нас направив ти. Багатомилосердний,слава тобі.  

Слава: Кондак, глас 6: Ти – iз Отця несказанно возсіявший Син – з жени родився 
подвійний єством. Його видячи, не відрікаємося виду зображення, але його, благочесно 
написавши, вірно почитаємо. І ради того Церква, держачи істинну віру, цілує ікону 
вочоловічення Христового.  

Нині: Богородичний, глас 6: Заступнице християн бездоганна, Посереднице до Творця 
незамінна, не погорди молінням грішних, але випереди, як Блага, з поміччю нам, що вірно 
Тобі співаємо. Поспішись на молитву і скоро прийди на моління, заступаючи повсякчас, 
Богородице, тих, що Тебе почитають. 

Прокімен, глас 4: Благословен єси, Господи, Боже отців наших, і хвальне, і прославлене 
ім’я твоє на віки. Стих: Бо Ти праведний у всьому, що Ти зробив для нас. 

Апостол - Євр. 13:7-16 - До Євреїв послання Святого Апостола Павла читання: Браття 
і сестри, спогадуйте наставників ваших, що вам говорили Слово Боже; і, дивлячися на 
кінець їхнього життя, переймайте їхню віру. Ісус Христос учора, і сьогодні, і навіки Той 
Самий! Не захоплюйтеся всілякими та чужими науками. Бо річ добра зміцняти серця 
благодаттю, а не стравами, що користи від них не одержали ті, хто за ними ходив. Маємо 
жертівника, що від нього годуватися права не мають ті, хто скинії служить, бо котрих 
звірят кров первосвященик уносить до святині за гріхи, тих м'ясо палиться поза табором, 
тому то Ісус, щоб кров'ю Своєю людей освятити, постраждав поза брамою. Тож виходьмо 
до Нього поза табір, і наругу Його понесімо, бо постійного міста не маємо тут, а шукаємо 
майбутнього! Отож, завжди приносьмо Богові жертву хвали, цебто плід уст, що Ім'я Його 
славлять. Не забувайте ж і про доброчинність та спільність, бо жертви такі вгодні Богові. 
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Алилуя, глас 1: Стих: Бог богів, Господь мовив, і призвав землю від сходу сонця до 
заходу. Стих: Зберіть Йому преподобних Його, що заповідують завіт Його в жертвах.  

Євангеліє - Івана 17:1-17 - Того часу Ісус, підвівши очі свої до неба, проказав: «Отче, 
прийшла година! Прослав свого Сина, щоб Син твій тебе прославив, згідно з владою, що її 
ти дав йому над усяким тілом: дарувати життя вічне тим, яких ти передав йому. А вічне 
життя у тому, щоб вони спізнали тебе, єдиного, істинного Бога, і тобою посланого – Ісуса 
Христа. Я тебе на землі прославив, виконавши те діло, яке ти дав мені до виконання. Тепер 
же прослав мене, Отче, у себе – славою тією, що її я мав у тебе перед тим, як постав світ! 
Я об'явив твоє ім'я людям, яких ти від світу передав мені. Вони були твої, ти ж передав 
мені їх, і зберегли вони слово твоє. Нині збагнули вони, що все, тобою дане мені – від 
тебе; слова бо, тобою мені дані, я їм дав, і сприйняли вони їх, і справді збагнули, що від 
тебе я вийшов, і увірували, що ти мене послав. Молю ж за них: не за світ молю, лише за 
тих, яких ти передав мені, бо вони – твої. І все моє – твоє, твоє ж – моє, і в них я 
прославився. Я вже більш не у світі, а вони у світі, і я до тебе йду. Отче Святий! Заради 
імени твого бережи їх, тих, що їх ти мені передав, щоб були одно, як ми! Бувши з ними у 
світі, я беріг їх у твоє ім'я; тих, яких ти передав мені, я їх стеріг, і ніхто з них не пропав, 
лише син загибелі, щоб збулося Писання. Тепер же іду до тебе, і кажу те, у світі бувши, 
щоб вони радощів моїх мали у собі вщерть. 

Причасний: Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на висотах. Возрадуйтеся праведні у 
Господі, правим належить похвала. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя! 

✦HAPPY BIRTHDAY to PETER IWANUCK and all those who celebrated their birthdays this 
past week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of 
God protects you at all times. Многая Літа! 

✦ HYMN BOOKS - SING TO OUR GOD: books have been purchased and we would be most 
appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books ($300.00). This is the book we 
use every Sunday for Liturgy’s opening, communion and closing hymns. A very 
comprehensive resource for all members of the Ukrainian Catholic Church! This hymnal 
includes music notation and Ukrainian lyrics for every hymn, plus transliteration of all 
Ukrainian texts. Additionally English lyrics are provided for the vast majority of hymns. 
Included are hymns for all major feasts within the liturgical year, as well as the following 
sections: Great Lent, Resurrectional Hymns, Hymns for the Divine Liturgy, General Church 
Hymns, Hymns to our Lord Jesus Christ, Hymns to the Mother of God, Hymns for Children, 
plus over 80 pages of Christmas Carols. The hymnal is hardcover and very attractive in 
appearance. 
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✦THE DIVINE LITURGY - AN ANTHOLOGY FOR WORSHIP: books have been 
purchased and we would be most appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books 
($400.00). This is a one-volume source for singing the Divine Liturgy in English with sections 
in Ukrainian. This book contains Sundays, Festal and Weekday Musical Settings for the Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, Music for the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great, the Hours in 
English, Propers for the Liturgical Year, Tables for Scriptural Readings, Hymns and Carols, 
Blessings and Other Brief Rites. May the use of the Anthology bring abundant blessings to all 
of us, and with one voice and one heart sing the praises of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 

✦WE NEED YOUR HELP: Dear Parishioners. You probably noticed that we trimmed all the 
chestnut tress on the church property and we removed one tree for a cost of $1,500. We want to 
let you know that we received a donation in the amount of $1,000 towards this expense and we 
would welcome any donations to cover the rest of this cost. We also received another generous 
donations in the amount of $1,000 to cover the cost of the repair of our industrial fridge in the 
kitchen. May God bless our donors abundantly for their generous donations to support our 
parish. 

✦JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish 
Choir and remember that we ALWAYS looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky 
for details at 250.658.3051 

✦VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: Please help yourself to a copy of the Vibrant Parish Prayer 
card located in each pew. You are most welcome to take one home with you. This prayer 
is recited at the end of each Liturgy. "It is in our parish the faithful most frequently encounter 
Christ through Christian instruction, community prayer and service to ones neighbour. In 
promoting and enlivening our parish life, we also enliven the entire Church.”  

✦CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in 
order that He may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease 
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to 
our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled 
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their 
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian 
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers NADIYA KRAWCHENKO and other 
members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes 
and those who are not able to join actively in their community. 
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✦THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% 
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and 
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦TRAVELING ICON: Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon 
can call Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦RENOVATIONS TO THE RECTORY: In our today's world, everything is costing more and 
more money. We as a Parish community really need your help. We need your financial help 
toward the costs of the renovations to the rectory. Renovation Fund is $30,000 but we are still 
short over $15,000 of our goal. We need to rebuild the front porch and steps and the rear stairs 
as well as do seismic upgrade to the basement which will cost us approximately $25,000. 
Please consider donating generously to this work. We thank you and pray for you! 

✦SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the 
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with 
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners 
who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-
time members, please join us for coffee. 

✦BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here 
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of 
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward 
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in 
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but 
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more 
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference. 

✦SUNDAY, JULY 10 DONATION: Coffee: $51.00; Vigil lights: $12.10; Loose collection: 
$57.00; Envelope collection: $584.00; Pre-authorized payments July 4 to July 10: $220.00 

 We are currently in need of a camp nurse, arts & crafts co-ordinator and someone to help 
to take the leadership role in the kitchen.  If you are interested or know of anyone who may be 
able to fulfill these roles please contact Jennifer Caldwell @ 604.220.0584 or 
jennsawka@hotmail.com. Visit our website via www.nweparchy.ca 
 REGISTRATION 
 Camp offers a wide range of activities for campers aged 7-15 (as of December 31, 2016).  
Registration is available online via Eventbrite “Camp St. Volodymyr BC 2016.” 
 DONATE 
 We are always happy to accept food donations. 
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The 1st Ecumenical Council (Nicea I – 325) - fought against the heresy of Arius, 
under St. Constantine the Great.

 Emperor Constantine convened this council to settle a controversial issue, the relation 
between Jesus Christ and God the Father. The Emperor wanted to establish universal agreement 
on it. Representatives came from across the Empire, subsidized by the Emperor. Previous to this 
council, the bishops would hold local councils, such as the Council of Jerusalem, but there had 
been no universal, or ecumenical, council. 

 The council drew up a creed, the original Nicene Creed, which received nearly 
unanimous support. The council's description of "God's only-begotten Son", Jesus Christ, as of 
the same substance with God the Father became a touchstone of Christian Trinitarianism. The 
council also addressed the issue of dating Easter. 

 The Council was opposed by the Arians, and Constantine tried to reconcile Arius, after 
whom Arianism is named, with the Church. Even when Arius died in 336, one year before the 
death of Constantine, the controversy continued, with various separate groups espousing Arian 
sympathies in one way or another. 

The 2nd Ecumenical Council (Constantinople I – 381) - was against the heresy 
of Macedonias, under Emperor Theodosius the Great.

 The council approved what is the current form of the Nicene Creed as used in most 
Oriental Orthodox churches. The Eastern Orthodox Church uses the council's text but with the 
verbs expressing belief in the singular: Πιστεύω (I believe) instead of Πιστεύοµεν (We believe). 
The Latin Rite of the Catholic Church also uses the singular and, except in Greek, adds two 
phrases, Deum de Deo (God from God) and Filioque (and the Son). The form used by the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, which is part of Oriental Orthodoxy, has many more additions. This 
fuller creed may have existed before the Council and probably originated from the baptismal 
creed of Constantinople. 

 The council also condemned Apollinarism,[12] the teaching that there was no human mind 
or soul in Christ. It also granted Constantinople honorary precedence over all churches save 
Rome. 

 The council did not include Western bishops or Roman legates, but it was later accepted 
as ecumenical in the West. 

The  3rd  Ecumenical  Council  (Ephesus  –  431)  -  was  against  the  heresy  of 
Nestorius, under Emperor Theodosius the Younger.
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 Theodosius II called the council to settle the Nestorian controversy. Nestorius, Patriarch 
of Constantinople, opposed use of the term Theotokos (Greek Η Θεοτόκος, "God-Bearer"). This 
term had long been used by orthodox writers, and it was gaining popularity along with devotion 
to Mary as Mother of God. He reportedly taught that there were two separate persons in the 
incarnate Christ, though whether he actually taught this is disputed. 

 The council deposed Nestorius, repudiated Nestorianism, and proclaimed the Virgin 
Mary as the Theotokos. 

 After quoting the Nicene Creed in its original form, as at the First Council of Nicaea, 
without the alterations and additions made at the First Council of Constantinople, it declared it 
"unlawful for any man to bring forward, or to write, or to compose a different Faith as a rival to 
that established by the holy Fathers assembled with the Holy Spirit in Nicea.” 

The  4th  Ecumenical  Council  (Chalcedon  –  451)  -  against  the  Monophysite 
heresy, under the Emperor Marcian.

 Before the council: In November 448, a synod at Constantinople condemned Eutyches 
for unorthodoxy. Eutyches, archimandrite (abbot) of a large Constantinopolitan monastery, 
taught that Christ was not consubstantial with humanity. In 449, Theodosius II summoned a 
council at Ephesus, where Eutyches was exonerated and returned to his monastery. 

 The council of Chalcedon (451) repudiated the Eutychian doctrine of monophysitism, 
described and delineated the "Hypostatic Union" and two natures of Christ, human and divine; 
adopted the Chalcedonian Definition. For those who accept it (Eastern Orthodox, Roman 
Catholics, and most Protestants), it is the Fourth Ecumenical Council. 

The  5th  Ecumenical  Council  (Constantinople  II  –  553)  -  Concerning  the 
Three Chapters," under the Emperor Justinian the Great.

 This council condemned certain Nestorian writings and authors. This move was 
instigated by Emperor Justinian in an effort to conciliate the monophysite Christians, it was 
opposed in the West, and the Popes' acceptance of the council caused a major schism. 
The council, attended mostly by Eastern bishops. It also affirmed Constantinople's intention to 
remain in communion with Rome. 

 Pope Vigilius declared his submission to the council, as did his successor, Pope Pelagius 
I. The council was not immediately recognized as ecumenical in the West. 

The  6th  Ecumenical  Council  (Constantinople  III  –  681)  -  against  the 
Monothelite heresy, under the Emperor Constantine Pogonatos.
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 This council repudiated monothelitism, a doctrine that won widespread support when 
formulated in 638; the Council affirmed that Christ had both human and divine wills. 

Pope’s outreach to Orthodoxy puts ironies in the fire 

 Pope Francis will meet another Orthodox icon when he travels to Georgia in late 
September, a reminder of ironies in Catholic/Orthodox relations on his watch -- including that 
one of the historical legacies of this "progressive" pope could be giving the staunchly 
conservative Orthodox a greater voice in Catholic life. 

 Pope Francis travels to Georgia and Azerbaijan Sept. 30-Oct. 2, completing a swing 
through the Caucasus region that began with his trip to Armenia in June. In Georgia he’ll again 
meet an Orthodox leader, Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia II, who at 83 has been leading his church for 
longer than St. John Paul II presided over Catholicism, and who is a revered national icon. 

 Despite a successful 1999 visit by St. John Paul II, Georgia’s relationship with the 
Vatican has seen some ups and downs. In 2003, a treaty granting legal status to the Catholic 
Church was cancelled at the last minute - after a high-level Vatican delegation had already 
arrived in Tbilisi for a signing ceremony - following angry street protests by conservative 
Orthodox, with Ilia’s indirect blessing. 

 Coming on the heels of Francis’ burgeoning partnership with Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople, his historic first-ever encounter with Patriarch Kirill of Moscow in February, and 
his ecumenical tour de force in Armenia, the get-together with Ilia is a further sign that the 
pontiff’s détente agenda is gaining ground. 

 At one level, it’s easy to take all this for granted. Popes and patriarchs have been meeting 
since the 1960s and it’s become almost a routine aspect of the office, sort of the same way 
presidents and prime ministers are expected to attend G-8 gatherings - when it happens, the mere 
fact of it isn’t news anymore. 

 What’s easy to miss, however, is that there’s a grand irony on both sides of the budding 
rapport between Pope Francis and his Orthodox counterparts. 

 Patriarch Ilia, for instance, is considered one of the conservative heroes in the Orthodox 
world. He recently pulled out of the “Holy and Great Council” summoned by Bartholomew on 
the island of Crete, joining Russia and Bulgaria, in part over concerns that draft documents on 
matters such as ecumenism were premature and would uncritically endorse progressive positions. 
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 “Our Church was, is and will be a guardian of Orthodoxy,” Ilia said in February. “The 
Georgian Orthodox Church rejects the document on ecumenism drafted for the Great Council. 
Our Church is that which has saved our country and our people. In the future, our Church will 
stand as a guard for Orthodoxy.” 

 For many Orthodox, the overriding issue when they ponder ties with Rome long has been 
the primacy claimed by the papacy, and the fear that “reunion” would mean surrendering their 
autonomy and distinctiveness. 

 In that light, a pope who plays down the imperial vestiges of his office, who seems truly 
committed to “synodality” as a core principle (meaning working issues out in synods of bishops 
rather than by fiat), and who talks about the need for a “healthy decentralization,” comes off as a 
man with whom they might be able to do business. 

 That’s irony #1: It’s precisely Francis’ perceived “liberalism” in the West that may open 
doors for him in the generally more doctrinally and morally conservative East. 

 On the Catholic side of the ledger, ever since the Second Vatican Council in the 1960s, 
ecumenism, meaning the push for greater Christian unity, often has been perceived as a sort of 
vaguely left-wing enterprise. 

 Liberals, after all, are more comfortable with softening Catholic distinctiveness, 
defanging the papacy a bit, and rethinking Catholicism’s traditional claim to be the lone “full” 
embodiment of the church Christ intended. Conservatives, skeptical of those aims, sometimes 
wonder if reunion risks coming at too high a price. 

 Yet it’s worth pondering what the practical result of restoring full communion with the 
Orthodox would be for the Catholic Church. For instance, suppose that had already happened 
before the pope’s October 2015 Synod of Bishops on the family - what would that have meant in 
terms of the tenor of the conversation? 

 We don’t really have to speculate, since Metropolitan Hilarion, the number two official of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, was an observer and gave a presentation. Here are a few snippets 
from his address on Oct. 21, 2015. 

• “The salt which has lost its savor are those Protestant communities which call themselves 
Christian, but which preach moral ideals incompatible with Christianity. If in this type of 
community a rite of blessing of same-sex unions is introduced, or a lesbian so called ‘bishop’ 
calls for the replacement of crosses from the churches with the Muslim crescent, can we speak 
of this community as a ‘church’? We are witnessing the betrayal of Christianity by those who 
are prepared to accommodate themselves to a secular, godless and churchless world.” 
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• “Immediately after the departure of Pope Francis from the USA, President Barack Obama 
openly declared that gay rights are more important than religious freedom. This clearly testifies 
to the intention of the secular authorities to continue their assault on those healthy forces in 
society which defend traditional family values.” 

• “It is the Church’s duty to remind the society of its firm foundation of the family as a union 
between a man and woman created with the purpose of giving birth to and bringing up 
children. Only this type of family, as ordained by the Lord when he created the world, can 
forestall, or at least halt temporarily, modern-day society’s further descent into the abyss of 
moral relativism.” 

 Herein lies irony #2: If Pope Francis should somehow succeed in restoring a form of 
communion with Orthodoxy, then arguably one of the greatest historical legacies of this 
“progressive” pope would be injecting a staunchly conservative force into Catholic life. 

 Of course it’s impossible to say how things will play out from here, and one more 
meeting in Tbilisi hardly means that reunion is around the corner. 

 Still, when Francis and Ilia get together on Sept. 30, it will be a reminder that when it 
comes to Catholic/Orthodox relations in the Pope Francis era, there’s more than one irony in the 
fire. 

(cruxnow.com) 
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