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WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!

ШІСТНАДЦЯТА НЕДІЛЯ ПІСЛЯ П’ЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ 
 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

For  the  people  who  awaited  the  Lord,  you 
were  a  priest  according  to  the  Law,  O Moses,  a 
valiant general for their armies, striking Egypt with 
blows,  dividing  the  Red  Sea  with  your  staff, 
drowning the base and arrogant Pharaoh with his 
troops. And, despite their ingratitude, you led and 
nourished Israel in the desert.

“Moses,  make  haste  to  remove  the  sandals 
from  your  feet,  for  the  place  where  you  are 
standing is holy ground. Do not wear that garb, for 
their  leather  is  symbolic  of  having  been  put  to 
death.  Behold,  in  the  burning  bush  you  see  the 
wondrous  mystery  of  the  virginal  handmaid  of 
God.” Thus spoke the Lord to Moses on Mount 
Horeb.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP AFTER DIVINE LITURGY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 

ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 
 

Pastor: Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 

Emergency: 250.891.4507 

Res: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  

1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Web:www.stnicholasparish.org E-mail:stnicks@telus.net 

Sun DL  - 10am;     Tue-Fri DL - 9am;     Sat DL - 10am  

�

�

Holy Prophet Moses

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  
Bishop: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski  

www.nweparchy.ca
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN Увійди Єрею / Come My Friends pg. 238-239 

COMMUNION  HYMN Bитай Між Нами / With Solemn Greeting Welcome the Lord pg. 244-245 

CLOSING HYMN Під Твою Милість / Unto Your Loving Protection pg. 372-373 
Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!

SUNDAY  & DAILY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, September 4 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, September 5 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, September 6 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, September 7 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
THURSDAY, September 8 Divine Liturgy - Feast of the Nanivity of the Mother of God 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, September 9 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
SATURDAY, September 10 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 10:00 AM
SUNDAY, September 11 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, September 4 2 Cor. 6:1-10 Andrij Pelekhatyi Caroline Smudy

SUNDAY, September 11 Gal. 6:11-18 Natalia Bryndak Rita Vanderven

SUNDAY, September 18 2 Cor. 9:6-11 Liliia Palyvoda Darryl Huculak

SUNDAY, September 25 2 Cor. 11:31-12:9 Motria Koropecky Graciela Spaciuk-Schwarz

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH……….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES………….….…..……by appointment 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills:  Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is 
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It 
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the 
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may 
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship: Liturgy - pg. 388-461; propers - pg. 353 

Troparion, Tone 6: Your Holy Spirit, O Christ God, made teachers of your illiterate disciples; 
and by confusing tongues destroyed idolatry, for He is all-powerful. 

Troparion, Tone 6: Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of truth, Who are everywhere present and 
fill all things, Treasury of blessings and Giver of Life, come and dwell within us, cleanse us of 
all stain, and save our souls, O Gracious One. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4 September , 2016

Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 

A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  

Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
 (His Beatit*de Sviatoslav) � �
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Theotokion, Tone 6: Open to us the doors of mercy, O Blessed Mother of God, that we, who 
trust in you, may not perish, but that through you we be delivered from misfortunate; for you are 
the salvation of all Christians. 

Troparion, Tone 7: By Your cross You destroyed death,* You opened Paradise to the thief,* You 
changed the lamentation of the myrrhbearers to joy,* and charged the apostles to proclaim* that 
You are risen, O Christ our God,* offering great mercy to the world.  

Glory: Kontakion, Tone 7: No longer shall the dominion of death be able to hold humanity,* 
for Christ went down shattering and destroying its powers.* Hades is bound.* The prophets exult 
with one voice.* The Saviour has come for those with faith, saying:* “Come forth, O faithful, to 
the resurrection!”  

Now: Theotokion, Tone 7: O all-praised treasury of our resurrection, we hope in You,* bring us 
up from the pit and depth of sins,* for You have saved those subject to sin* by giving birth to our 
Salvation,* O Virgin before childbirth, and Virgin in childbirth,* and still a Virgin after the 
childbirth.  

Prokimenon, Tone 7: The Lord will give strength to His people,* the Lord will bless His people 
with peace. Verse: Bring to the Lord, O you sons of God; bring to the Lord young rams.  

Epistle - 2 Cor. 6:1-10 - A Reading from the 2nd Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to 
Corinthians: Brothers and Sisters, working together, then, we appeal to you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain. For he says: "In an acceptable time I heard you, and on the day of salvation 
I helped you." Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We 
cause no one to stumble 4 in anything, in order that no fault may be found with our ministry; on 
the contrary, in everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God, through much endurance, 
in afflictions, hardships, constraints, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, vigils, fasts; by 
purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, in a holy spirit, in unfeigned love, in truthful speech, in 
the power of God; with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left; through glory and 
dishonour, insult and praise. We are treated as deceivers and yet are truthful; as unrecognized and 
yet acknowledged; as dying and behold we live; as chastised and yet not put to death; as 
sorrowful yet always rejoicing; as poor yet enriching many; as having nothing and yet possessing 
all things. 

Alleluia, Tone 7: Verse: It is good to give praise to the Lord and to sing in Your name, O Most 
High. Verse: To announce Your mercy in the morning and Your truth every night.  

Gospel - Matthew 25:14-30 - The Lord spoke this parable: a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had 
received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In 
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had 
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received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a 
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed 
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came 
forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I 
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 
reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those 
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Communion Verse: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest. Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia! 

Тропар, глас 7: 3нищив Ти хрестом Твоїм смерть,* відчинив розбійникові рай,* 
мироносицям плач на радість перемінив* і апостолам звелів проповідувати,* що воскрес 
Ти, Христе Боже,* даючи світові велику милість. 

Слава: Кондак, глас 7: Вже більше влада смерти не зможе людей держати,* зійшов бо 
Христос, знищивши і знівечивши сили її,* зв’язується ад,* пророки ж однодушно 
радіють.* З’явився Спас тим, що вірують, промовляючи:* Виходьте, вірні, до воскресіння. 

І нині: Богородичний, глас 7: Як на скарбницю нашого воскресіння,* надіємось на Тебе, 
Всехвальна,* тож виведи нас з ями й безодні прогріхів,* бо Ти спасла підлеглих гріхам, 
породивши наш Спасіння.* Як перед народ-женням ти була Діва,* так і в родженні і по 
народженні, Ти залишилась Дівою.  

Прокімен, глас 7: Господь силу людям Своїм дасть,* Господь поблагословить людей своїх 
миром. Стих: Принесіть Господеві, сини Божі, принесіть Господеві молодих баранців. 
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Апостол - 2 Кор. 6:1-10 - До Коринтян 2-e Послання Святого Апостола Павла 
Читання: Браття і сестри, ми, як співробітники, благаємо, щоб ви Божої благодаті не 
брали надармо. Бо каже: Приємного часу почув Я тебе, і поміг Я тобі в день спасіння! Ось 
тепер час приємний, ось тепер день спасіння! Ні в чому ніякого спотикання не робимо, 
щоб служіння було бездоганне, а в усьому себе виявляємо, як служителів Божих, у великім 
терпінні, у скорботах, у бідах, у тіснотах, у вдарах, у в'язницях, у розрухах, у працях, у 
недосипаннях, у постах, у чистості, у розумі, у лагідності, у добрості, у Дусі Святім, у 
нелицемірній любові, у слові істини, у силі Божій, зо зброєю правди в правиці й лівиці, 
через славу й безчестя, через ганьбу й хвалу, як обманці, але ми правдиві; як незнані, та 
познані, як умираючі, та ось ми живі; як карані, та не забиті; як сумні, але завжди веселі; 
як убогі, але багатьох ми збагачуємо; як ті, що нічого не мають, але всім володіємо. 
Алилуя, глас 7: Стих: Добре воно - прославляти Господа, і співати Твоєму імені, 
Всевишній. Стих: Звіщати вранці Твою милість, ночами - Твою вірність. 

Євангеліє - Матея 25:14-30 - Так само ж один чоловік, як відходив, покликав своїх рабів і 
передав їм добро своє. І одному він дав п'ять талантів, а другому два, а тому один, 
кожному за спроможністю його. І відійшов. А той, що взяв п'ять талантів, негайно пішов і 
орудував ними, і набув він п'ять інших талантів. Так само ж і той, що взяв два і він ще два 
інших набув. А той, що одного взяв, пішов та й закопав його в землю, і сховав срібло пана 
свого. По довгому ж часі вернувся пан тих рабів, та й від них зажадав обрахунку. І 
прийшов той, що взяв п'ять талантів, приніс іще п'ять талантів і сказав: Пане мій, п'ять 
талантів мені передав ти, ось я здобув інші п'ять талантів. Сказав же йому його пан: 
Гаразд, рабе добрий і вірний! Ти в малому був вірний, над великим поставлю тебе, увійди 
до радощів пана свого! Підійшов же й той, що взяв два таланти, і сказав: Два таланти мені 
передав ти, ось іще два таланти здобув я. Kазав йому пан його: Гаразд, рабе добрий і 
вірний! Ти в малому був вірний, над великим поставлю тебе, увійди до радощів пана 
свого! Підійшов же і той, що одного таланта взяв, і сказав: Я знав тебе, пане, що тверда ти 
людина, ти жнеш, де не сіяв, і збираєш, де не розсипав. І я побоявся, пішов і таланта твого 
сховав у землю. Ото маєш своє… І відповів його пан і сказав йому: Рабе лукавий і 
лінивий! Ти знав, що я жну, де не сіяв, і збираю, де не розсипав? Тож тобі було треба 
віддати гроші мої грошомінам, і, вернувшись, я взяв би з прибутком своє. Візьміть же від 
нього таланта, і віддайте тому, що десять талантів він має. Бо кожному, хто має, дасться 
йому та й додасться, хто ж не має, забереться від нього й те, що він має. А раба 
непотрібного вкиньте до зовнішньої темряви, буде плач там і скрегіт зубів! 

Причасний: Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на висотах. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя! 

✦BLESSING ON THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR: We pray today that the 
Lord will enable all students and teachers to grow in wisdom, understanding and virtue, for the 
glory of God’s name; and that He would give them health and long for the up-building of His 
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holy Church. Blessing on the beginning of the school year for all students & teachers will take 
place after the Ambo Prayer at the end of the Divine Liturgy. 

✦HAPPY BIRTHDAY to DAVID NEWBERRY and all those who celebrated their birthdays 
this past week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother 
of God protects you at all times. Многая Літа! 

✦HELP NEEDED: Dear Members & Friends. Ukrainian Cultural Centre requires volunteers to 
help with pyrohy pinching on Tuesday, September 6 (3-6pm). Please let us know if you can 
help: ucc1@shaw.ca. 

✦ROYAL BC MUSEUM EXHIBIT: The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (BC Branch), the 
Ukrainian Cultural Centre of Victoria and the Consulate of Ukraine for British Columbia, 
invite you to participate in the opening ceremony of an exhibit dedicated to 125 years of 
Ukrainian settlement in Canada. Saturday, September 10th, 2016 at 2 pm. Royal BC Museum, 
Victoria, B.C. - 675 Belleville Street. 

✦ HYMN BOOKS - SING TO OUR GOD: books have been purchased and we would be most 
appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books ($300.00). This is the book we 
use every Sunday for Liturgy’s opening, communion and closing hymns. A very 
comprehensive resource for all members of the Ukrainian Catholic Church! This hymnal 
includes music notation and Ukrainian lyrics for every hymn, plus transliteration of all 
Ukrainian texts. Additionally English lyrics are provided for the vast majority of hymns. 
Included are hymns for all major feasts within the liturgical year, as well as the following 
sections: Great Lent, Resurrectional Hymns, Hymns for the Divine Liturgy, General Church 
Hymns, Hymns to our Lord Jesus Christ, Hymns to the Mother of God, Hymns for Children, 
plus over 80 pages of Christmas Carols. The hymnal is hardcover and very attractive in 
appearance. 

✦THE DIVINE LITURGY - AN ANTHOLOGY FOR WORSHIP: books have been 
purchased and we would be most appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books 
($400.00). This is a one-volume source for singing the Divine Liturgy in English with sections 
in Ukrainian. This book contains Sundays, Festal and Weekday Musical Settings for the Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, Music for the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great, the Hours in 
English, Propers for the Liturgical Year, Tables for Scriptural Readings, Hymns and Carols, 
Blessings and Other Brief Rites. May the use of the Anthology bring abundant blessings to all 
of us, and with one voice and one heart sing the praises of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 

✦WE NEED YOUR HELP: Dear Parishioners. You probably noticed that we trimmed all the 
chestnut tress on the church property and we removed one tree for a cost of $1,500. We want to 
let you know that we received a donation in the amount of $1,000 towards this expense and we 
would welcome any donations to cover the rest of this cost. We also received another generous 
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donations in the amount of $1,000 to cover the cost of the repair of our industrial fridge in the 
kitchen. May God bless our donors abundantly for their generous donations to support our 
parish. 

✦JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish 
Choir and remember that we ALWAYS looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky 
for details at 250.658.3051 

✦VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: Please help yourself to a copy of the Vibrant Parish Prayer 
card located in each pew. You are most welcome to take one home with you. This prayer 
is recited at the end of each Liturgy. "It is in our parish the faithful most frequently encounter 
Christ through Christian instruction, community prayer and service to ones neighbour. In 
promoting and enlivening our parish life, we also enliven the entire Church.”  

✦CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in 
order that He may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease 
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to 
our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled 
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their 
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian 
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers NADIYA KRAWCHENKO and other 
members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes 
and those who are not able to join actively in their community. 

✦THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% 
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and 
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦TRAVELING ICON: Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon 
can call Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦RENOVATIONS TO THE RECTORY: In our today's world, everything is costing more and 
more money. We as a Parish community really need your help. We need your financial help 
toward the costs of the renovations to the rectory. Renovation Fund is $30,000 but we are still 
short over $15,000 of our goal. We need to rebuild the front porch and steps and the rear stairs 
as well as do seismic upgrade to the basement which will cost us approximately $25,000. 
Please consider donating generously to this work. We thank you and pray for you! 
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✦SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the 
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with 
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners 
who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-
time members, please join us for coffee. 

✦BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here 
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of 
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward 
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in 
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but 
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more 
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference. 

✦SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 DONATION: Coffee: $47.60; Vigil lights: $6.25; Loose collection: 
$30.00; Envelope collection: $601.00; Pre-authorized payments Aug 22 to Aug 28: $120.00 

 The Holy Prophet and God-Seer Moses was of the tribe of Levi, the son of Abram and 
Jochabed (Exodus 6:20). His life is described in the Bible (Exodus 2 through Deuteronomy 
34:12). 

 Moses was born in Egypt around 1689 B.C. When Pharaoh ordered all male children of 
the Hebrew slaves to be killed (Exodus 1:22), Moses’ mother placed him in a basket of papyrus 
coated with pitch, and set him adrift on the Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter found him and raised him as 
her own son. 

 At the age of eighty, Moses fled to Midian, where he spoke to God in the Burning Bush 
on Mt. Horeb (Exodus 3:2). God chose Moses to lead His people from the slavery of Egypt. 
They crossed the Red Sea as if it were dry land, and for forty years they wandered in the desert. 

 Arriving in the land of Moab, Moses went to the top of Mt. Nabau, or Nebo 
(Deuteronomy 32:49), which is called Phasga (Deut. 34:1). There, according to the will of God, 
he died in 1569 B.C. at the age of 120 without entering the Promised Land. 

 The first two Biblical Odes are attributed to Moses: “Let us sing to the Lord...” (Exodus 
15:1-9), which was sung on the shores of the Red Sea after the Hebrews had crossed it. “Attend, 
O heaven...” (Deut. 32:1-43) was sung in the land of Moab, a few days before Moses’ death. He 
is also regarded as the author of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4 September , 2016

HOLY    PROPHET    MOSES



_____________________________________________________________St. Nicholas Parish - a  place to encounter God’s Mercy

 The holy Prophet Moses performed many miracles during his lifetime, and also after his 
death. He appeared on Tabor with the Prophet Elias at the Transfiguration of the Lord (August 
6). 
 On the day that St John of the Ladder (March 30) was installed as abbot of Mt. Sinai, the 
Prophet Moses was seen going around and giving orders to the cooks, stewards, and servants. 
When the guests had gone and the monks were sitting at table, they wondered what had become 
of the stranger who had been giving orders. St John said, “Our Lord Moses does nothing strange 
by serving in the place which belongs to him.” 

September 1 

 In a pastoral letter issued at the close of the Second Vatican Council (1965), our Bishops, 
together with Cardinal Joseph Slipyj, defined the Liturgical Year as: “A liturgical cycle of the 
universal or some particular Church, that consists of Sundays, weekdays, the feasts of our Lord, 
the Mother of God, the saints and the periods of fasting and forbidden times.”  

 We call the Liturgical Year the Ecclesiastical or Church Year, because it contains the 
Church Calendar, which in some respects is similar to and in others differs from the civil 
calendar. In the Eastern Church the Church Year differs from the civil calendar in that it does not 
begin the New Year with the first of January as does the civil year, but begins it with the first day 
of September, which is called the Beginning of the Indiction. This means that the whole cycle of 
our Church Year begins with the first of September and ends with the thirty first of the following 
August.  

 What is Meant by Indiction?  

 The word “indiction” comes from the Latin word “indictio,” which literally means 
“institution, proclamation, appeal, announcement.” The “indiction” was an edict of the Roman 
Emperors used to determine the land tax throughout the Roman Empire. Such edicts began to 
appear during the reign of Diocletian (284-305) in the year 297 A.D. At first, they were issued 
every five years, then later every fifteen years. Gradually the word “indiction” came to denote 
not only an imperial proclamation, but also a fifteen year cycle as well as the first day of this 
cycle. Originally, the indiction was used exclusively for fiscal and tax purposes. But slowly it 
began to be used in determining the various dates of civil life. This fiscal year did not coincide 
with the astronomical year which, since the reform of Julius Caesar in the year 46 to the coming 
of Christ, began with the first day of January. The first day of the indiction was originally the 
twenty-third of September because that was the day on which Caesar Augustus was born, but 
under Constantine the Great (306-337) it was the first day of September.  

 The Beginning of the Indiction – The New Liturgical Year  
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 The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicea in the year 325 adopted the first of 
September as the opening of the New Church Year and this day has been observed in the Eastern 
Church to the present time. The Latin Church opens its Liturgical Year on the first day of Advent, 
i.e., the beginning of the preparation for Christmas.  

 The indiction of which we are speaking – for there were other indictions – is called the 
Byzantine (or Constantinopolitan or also the Constantinian) indiction which, except for Egypt, 
became mandatory throughout the Roman Empire. Justinian I (527-565) made dating by 
indiction compulsory for all legal documents. The Roman Church during the reign of Pope 
Pelagius II (579-590) adopted the indiction for establishing the dates of documents, and this 
practice was not abandoned until the year 1097.  

 The Beginning of the Indiction – A Church Feast  

 Later, when the first day of September was designated as the beginning of the Church 
Year, or as it was called in the Church Calendar, the beginning of the “New Year”, it assumed a 
religious character and became a feast of the Church, i.e., a day which had its own special 
liturgical service. On this day our Church commemorates the day on which Christ entered the 
synagogue in Nazareth and read from the scrolls the words of the prophet Isaiah: “The Spirit of 
the Lord has been given me, for He anointed me...to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.” (Luke 
4, 18-19) No reliable evidence exists to indicate when the beginning of the Indiction became a 
feast of the Church; we do know, however that it already existed in the eight century.  

 The Character and Content of the Liturgical Year  

 The Liturgical Year is so arranged that its central place is occupied by our Divine 
Saviour; around him are gathered all the angels and saints. In the decree of the Second Vatican 
Council on the “Constitution on the Liturgy” we read: “Holy Mother Church is conscious that 
she must celebrate the saving work of her divine Spouse by devoutly recalling it on certain days 
throughout the year. Every week, on the day which she has called the Lord’s day, she keeps the 
memory of the Lord’s resurrection, which she also celebrates once a year, together with His 
Blessed passion, in the most solemn festival of Easter. Within a cycle of a year, moreover, she 
unfolds the whole mystery of Christ, from the incarnation and birth until the ascension, the day 
of Pentecost, and the expectation of Blessed hope and the coming of the Lord.”  

 The Most Pure Virgin Mary, who has been accorded the most prominent place after 
Christ in the work of redemption, also stands nearest to Christ in the Liturgical Year. This is 
evident in the various feasts in honor of the Mother of God. The decree on the “Constitution on 
the Liturgy” declares that: “In celebrating this annual cycle of Christ’s mysteries, holy Church 
honors with special love the Blessed Mary, Mother of God, who is jointed by an inseparable 
bond to the saving work of her Son. In her, the Church holds up and admires the most excellent 
fruit of the redemption, and joyfully contemplates, as in a faultless image, which she herself 
desires and hopes wholly to be.”  
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 Around the persons of our Lord Jesus Christ and His most holy Mother we see the grand 
choir of the Church Triumphant in heaven that is, all the saints of the Old and New Testaments: 
“The Church,” says the same Council, “has also included in the annual cycle days devoted to the 
memory of the martyrs and the other saints. Raised up to perfection by the manifold graces of 
God and already in possession of eternal salvation, they sing God’s perfect praise in heaven and 
offer prayers for us.”  

 Holy Church, like a good Mother, also commemorates during the Liturgical Year her 
children who have departed into eternity, and who are in purgatory. For this reason, she has 
designated certain special days, called “Souls Days”, on which she offers prayers and special 
memorial services for the faithful departed. Finally, the Church Militant also dedicates special 
times in the Church Year in which the living are asked to engage in spiritual works, prayer, 
fasting and penance in order to develop their spiritual life more fully. “Finally,” we read in the 
decree on the “Constitution on the Liturgy”, in the various seasons of the year and according to 
her traditional discipline, the Church completes the formation of the faithful by means of pious 
practices for soul and body, by instruction, prayer, and works of penance and of mercy.”  

 In summary, our Liturgical Year is a mighty hymn of honour and glory to God, in which 
the threefold Church takes part – the Church Triumphant in heaven, the Church Suffering in 
purgatory, and the Church Militant on earth. In the Church Year, the entire content of our holy 
faith finds its most beautiful expression. Like a colorful rainbow our Liturgical Year joins earth 
to heaven, and enlightens, purifies, sanctifies and lifts us up to God.  

(Julian Katrij, OSBM, A Byzantine Rite Liturgical Year ) 
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