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WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!

СІМНАДЦЯТА НЕДІЛЯ ПІСЛЯ П’ЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ 
 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

O  Theodora,  although  you  bore  the  body  of  a 
woman,  you  took  up  your  dwelling  in  the  midst  of 
men.  You  underwent  sufferings  and  the  struggles  of 
passions.  You  overcame  them  through  fasting, 
unceasing prayer, and attentiveness to the Lord.

The sun that sets  has never known you to sin, 
and the Unsetting Sun knows your life of virtue; He is 
the Lord who knows the depths of the heart and sees 
the  secrets  of  all.  He  enlightened  the  eyes  of  your 
heart  through the light  of  penance.  Because of  this, 
you hasten to please Him by abstaining from evil and 
by the perfecting of virtues.

Although you fell into the trap of the enemy, you 
still loved the child whom you bore amid reproach; you 
nourished him with your love, O glorious mother, and 
piously bore the condemnation of those who defamed 
you.  For  this  reason,  we  celebrate  your  honourable 
feast, O Theodora.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP AFTER DIVINE LITURGY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 

ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 
 

Pastor: Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 

Emergency: 250.891.4507 

Res: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  

1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Web:www.stnicholasparish.org E-mail:stnicks@telus.net 
Sun DL - 10am; Tue-Fri DL - 9am; Sat DL - 10am; Sat Vespers-6pm 

�

�

Venerable Mother 
Theodora of Alexandria

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  
Bishop: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski  

www.nweparchy.ca
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN В Страсі І Покорі / We Are Gathered Here To Worship pg. 234-235 

COMMUNION  HYMN Тіло Христове / Let Me Receive You O Christ pg. 258-259 

CLOSING HYMN О Спомагай Нас / Always Protect Us  pg. 364-366 
Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!

SUNDAY  & DAILY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, September 11 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, September 12 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, September 13 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, September 14 Divine Liturgy - Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 9:00 AM
THURSDAY, September 15 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, September 16 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM

SATURDAY, September 17 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom
Vespers

10:00 AM
6:00 PM

SUNDAY, September 18 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, September 11 Gal. 6:11-18 Natalia Bryndak Rita Vanderven

SUNDAY, September 18 2 Cor. 9:6-11 Liliia Palyvoda Darryl Huculak

SUNDAY, September 25 2 Cor. 11:31-12:9 Motria Koropecky Graciela Spaciuk-Schwarz

SUNDAY, October 2 Gal. 1:11-19 Yuliya Pelekhata William Vanderven

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH……….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES………….….…..……by appointment 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills:  Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is 
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It 
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the 
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may 
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship: Liturgy - pg. 388-461; propers - pg. 357, 677 

Troparion, Tone 8: You came down from oh high, O Merciful One,* and accepted three days of 
burial* to free us from our sufferings.* O Lord, our life and our resurrection,* glory be to You. 

Troparion, Tone 4: Your nativity, O Virgin Mother of God,* has made joy known to all the 
world,* for from you dawned the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God.* He abolished the curse 
and gave the blessing;* and by making death of no effect He bestowed on us eternal life. 
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 

A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  

Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
 (His Beatit*de Sviatoslav) � �
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Glory: Kontakion, Tone 8: When You rose from the tomb,* You also raised the dead and 
resurrected Adam.* Eve exults in Your resurrection,* and the ends of the world celebrate Your 
rising from the dead,* O most merciful One. 

Now: Kontakion, Tone 4: By your birth, O immaculate one,* Joachim and Anna were freed 
from the reproach of childlessness,* and Adam and Eve* from the corruption of death.* And 
your people, redeemed from the guilt of their sins,* celebrate as they cry out to you:* “The 
barren one gives birth to the Mother of God* and nourisher of our life.” 

Prokeimenon, Tone 6: Save Your people, O Lord, * and bless Your inheritance. Verse: Unto You 
I will cry, O Lord, my God, lest You turn from me in silence. 

Epistle - Gal. 6:11-18 - A Reading from the Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to Galatians: 
Brothers and Sisters, see with what large letters I am writing to you in my own hand! It is those 
who want to make a good appearance in the flesh who are trying to compel you to have 
yourselves circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not even 
those having themselves circumcised observe the law themselves; they only want you to be 
circumcised so that they may boast of your flesh. But may I never boast except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For 
neither does circumcision mean anything, nor does uncircumcision, but only a new creation. 
Peace and mercy be to all who follow this rule and to the Israel of God. From now on, let no one 
make troubles for me; for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.  

Alleluia, Tone 1: I have exalted one chosen from the people and with my holy oil anointed him. 
Verse: My hand shall always be with him and my arm shall make him strong. 

Gospel - John 3:13-17 - The Lord said, No one has gone up to heaven except the one who has 
come down from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal 
life." For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 

Instead of “It is truly…” we sing: O my soul, magnify the Virgin Mary, born from a barren 
womb.  
Irmos, Tone 8: Virginity is alien to mothers* and childbearing is foreign to virgins;* yet in you, 
O Mother of God, both of them came together.* Therefore we and all the nations of the earth* 
without ceasing magnify you. 

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia. 
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Тропар, глас 8: З висоти зійшов Ти, Милосердний,* і триденне погребення прийняв Ти,* 
щоб нас звільнити від страждань.* Життя і воскресіння наше,*Господи, слава Тобі. 

Тропар глас 4: Різдво твоє, Богородице Діво, радість звістило всій вселенній, з тебе бо 
засяяло Сонце правди – Христос Бог наш. Він, розрушивши клятву, дав благословення і, 
ударемнивши смерть, дарував нам життя вічне.  

Слава: Кондак, глас 8: Коли Ти воскрес із гробу,* то й померлих підняв,* і Адама 
воскресив;* радіє Єва воскресінням Твоїм* і кінці світу прославляють* Твоє з мертвих 
воскресіння,* Багатомилостивий.  

І нині: Кондак, глас 4: Йоаким і Анна з неслави бездітности і Адам і Єва від тління 
смерти визволилися, Пречиста, у святім різдві твоїм. Його празнують люди твої, з провини 
прогрішень ізбавлені, як кличуть до тебе: Неплідна родить Богородицо і кормительку 
Життя нашого.  

Прокімен, глас 6: Спаси, Господи, людей Твоїх і благослови спадкоємство Твоє. Cтих: До 
Тебе, Господи, взиватиму; Боже мій, не відвертайсь мовчки від мене.  

Апостол - Гал. 6:11-18 - До Галатів Послання Святого Апостола Павла Читання: 
Браття і сестри, погляньте, якими великими буквами я написав вам своєю рукою! Усі ті, 
хто бажає хвалитися тілом, змушують вас обрізуватись, щоб тільки вони не були 
переслідувані за хреста Христового. Бо навіть і ті, хто обрізується, самі не зберігають 
Закона, а хочуть, щоб ви обрізувались, щоб хвалитися їм вашим тілом. А щодо мене, то 
нехай нічим не хвалюся, хіба тільки хрестом Господа нашого Ісуса Христа, що ним 
розп'ятий світ для мене, а я для світу. Бо сили немає ані обрізання, ані необрізання, а 
створіння нове. А всі ті, хто піде за цим правилом, мир та милість на них, і на Ізраїля 
Божого! Зрештою, хай ніхто не турбує мене, бо ношу я Ісусові рани на тілі своїм! 
Благодать Господа нашого Ісуса Христа нехай буде з духом вашим, браття! Амінь.   

Алилуя, глас 1: Возніс я вибраного з людей Моїх, єлеєм святим Моїм помазав його. Стих: 
Бо рука Моя заступить його і рам'я моє укріпить його.  

Євангеліє - Іван 3:13-17 - Сказав Господь: "Ніхто не ввійшов у небо, крім того, хто зійшов 
з неба: Син Чоловічий! Тож так, як Мойсей змія підняв у пустині, – так треба Синові 
Чоловічому бути піднесеним, щоб кожен, хто вірує у нього, жив життям вічним. Бог бо так 
полюбив світ, що Сина свого Єдинородного дав, щоб кожен, хто вірує в нього, не загинув, 
а жив життям вічним. Бо не послав Бог у світ Сина світ засудити, лише ним – світ спасти”. 
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Замість “Достойно…” співаємо: Величай, душе моя, з неплідної народжену Діву Марію.  
Ірмос, глас 8: Чуже матерям дівство і чудне дівам дітородження. На тобі, Богородице, 
обоє довершилось. Тому тебе ми, всі племена землі, безустанно величаємо.  

Причасний: Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на висотах. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя! 

✦HAPPY BIRTHDAY to CAROLINE SMUDY, NATALIYA BRYNDAK and all those who 
celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you 
abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. Многая Літа! 

✦125 YEARS OF UKRAINIAN CULTURE: West End Gallery presents new works by 
PETER SHOSTAK in an exhibition of paintings titled “125 years of Ukrainian Culture”. 
Opening reception: September 10; 12:00 - 4:00 pm. Exhibition will be open 10-22 September. 
1203 Broad St., Tel.: 250.388.0009, Web: www.westendgalleryltd.com/painters/peter-shostak 

✦PLEASE PRAY: please remember in your prayers the victims of 9\11 and their families.  

✦ HYMN BOOKS - SING TO OUR GOD: books have been purchased and we would be most 
appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books ($300.00). This is the book we 
use every Sunday for Liturgy’s opening, communion and closing hymns. A very 
comprehensive resource for all members of the Ukrainian Catholic Church! This hymnal 
includes music notation and Ukrainian lyrics for every hymn, plus transliteration of all 
Ukrainian texts. Additionally English lyrics are provided for the vast majority of hymns. 
Included are hymns for all major feasts within the liturgical year, as well as the following 
sections: Great Lent, Resurrectional Hymns, Hymns for the Divine Liturgy, General Church 
Hymns, Hymns to our Lord Jesus Christ, Hymns to the Mother of God, Hymns for Children, 
plus over 80 pages of Christmas Carols. The hymnal is hardcover and very attractive in 
appearance. 

✦THE DIVINE LITURGY - AN ANTHOLOGY FOR WORSHIP: books have been 
purchased and we would be most appreciative for any donations to offset the costs of the books 
($400.00). This is a one-volume source for singing the Divine Liturgy in English with sections 
in Ukrainian. This book contains Sundays, Festal and Weekday Musical Settings for the Divine 
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, Music for the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great, the Hours in 
English, Propers for the Liturgical Year, Tables for Scriptural Readings, Hymns and Carols, 
Blessings and Other Brief Rites. May the use of the Anthology bring abundant blessings to all 
of us, and with one voice and one heart sing the praises of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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✦WE NEED YOUR HELP: Dear Parishioners. You probably noticed that we trimmed all the 
chestnut tress on the church property and we removed one tree for a cost of $1,500. We want to 
let you know that we received a donation in the amount of $1,000 towards this expense and we 
would welcome any donations to cover the rest of this cost. We also received another generous 
donations in the amount of $1,000 to cover the cost of the repair of our industrial fridge in the 
kitchen. May God bless our donors abundantly for their generous donations to support our 
parish. 

✦JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish 
Choir and remember that we ALWAYS looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky 
for details at 250.658.3051 

✦VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: Please help yourself to a copy of the Vibrant Parish Prayer 
card located in each pew. You are most welcome to take one home with you. This prayer 
is recited at the end of each Liturgy. "It is in our parish the faithful most frequently encounter 
Christ through Christian instruction, community prayer and service to ones neighbour. In 
promoting and enlivening our parish life, we also enliven the entire Church.”  

✦CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in 
order that He may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease 
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to 
our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled 
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their 
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian 
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers members of our parish, our family and 
friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join 
actively in their community. 

✦THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% 
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and 
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦TRAVELING ICON: Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon 
can call Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦RENOVATIONS TO THE RECTORY: In our today's world, everything is costing more and 
more money. We as a Parish community really need your help. We need your financial help 
toward the costs of the renovations to the rectory. Renovation Fund is $30,000 but we are still 
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short over $15,000 of our goal. We need to rebuild the front porch and steps and the rear stairs 
as well as do seismic upgrade to the basement which will cost us approximately $25,000. 
Please consider donating generously to this work. We thank you and pray for you! 

✦SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the 
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with 
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners 
who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-
time members, please join us for coffee. 

✦BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here 
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of 
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward 
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in 
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but 
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more 
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference. 

✦SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 DONATION: Coffee: $43.95; Vigil lights: $14.20; Loose 
collection: $79.00; Envelope collection: $546.00; Pre-authorized payments Aug. 29 to Sep. 4: 
$330.00 

   
  We read in the pastoral letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav “The 
Vibrant Parish - a place to encounter the Living Christ” that “Members 
of a vibrant parish also … regularly, if possible even daily … gather for the 
services in praise of our Heavenly Father. In a vibrant parish church 
organizations combine their activities with common prayer, finding in it 
their strength and inspiration. Our parishes … must again become a school 
of prayer for all of our faithful.”  

  Thus responding to the call of His Beatitude Sviatoslav we invite 
you to join us for the Vespers service every Saturday evening at 6pm. 

Vespers (εσπερινός) is first service of the Daily Cycle of divine services celebrated in the  
Eastern Church. Because the liturgical day begins at sunset, Vespers is traditionally served in the 
early evening with the setting of the sun. This practice follows the Biblical account of creation: 
“And there was evening and there was morning, day one” (Gen. 1:5). 

 The Vespers service is meant to remind us of the Old Testament period. It takes us 
through creation of the world, the first human beings falling into sin, their expulsion from 
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Paradise, their repentance and prayer for salvation, the hope of humankind in accordance with 
the promise of God for a Savior and ending with the fulfillment of that promise. 

 It leads us to the meditation of God’s word and the glorification of his love for people. It 
instructs us and allows us to praise God for the particular events or persons whose memory is 
celebrated and made present to us in the Church. It prepares us for the sleep of the night and the 
dawn of the new day to come. On the evening before the Divine Liturgy, it begins our movement 
into the most perfect communion with God in the sacramental mysteries. 

(September 8) 
  

  The Church does not have the custom of 
celebrating the earthly birthday of the Saints of God, 
but rather celebrates their heavenly birthday, that is, 
the day of their death which, for them, is the 
beginning of eternal life. She does make exception, 
however, for the two greatest Saints in the Church the 
most Pure Virgin Mary and St. John the Baptist. We 
celebrate not only their heavenly birth, but also their 
birth on earth. 

  The Holy Virgin Mary was born of aged 
parents, Joachim and Anna. Her father was of the 
lineage of David, and her mother of the lineage of 
Aaron. Thus, she was of royal birth by her father, and 
of priestly birth by her mother. In this, she 

foreshadowed Him Who would be born of her as King 
and High Priest. Her parents were quite old and had no children. 

 Because of this they were ashamed before people and humble before God. In their 
humility they prayed to God with tears, to bring them joy in their old age by giving them a child, 
as He had once given joy to the aged Abraham and his wife Sarah by giving them Isaac.  

 The Almighty and All-seeing God rewarded them with a joy that surpassed all their 
expectations and all their most beautiful dreams. For He gave them not just a daughter, but the 
Mother of God. He illumined them not only with temporal joy, but with eternal joy as well. God 
gave them just one daughter, and she would later give them just one grandson-but what a 
daughter and what a Grandson! 
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 Mary, Full of grace, Blessed among women, the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the Altar of 
the Living God, the Table of the Heavenly Bread, the Ark of God’s Holiness, the Tree of the 
Sweetest Fruit, the Glory of the race of man, the Praise of womanhood, the Fount of virginity 
and purity-this was the daughter given by God to Joachim and Anna. She was born in Nazareth, 
and at the age of three, was taken to the Temple in Jerusalem. In her young womanhood she 
returned again to Nazareth, and shortly thereafter heard the Annunciation of the Holy Archangel 
Gabriel concerning the birth of the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, from her most-pure 
virgin body. 

(September 14) 

 Two events in connection with the 
Honourable Cross of Christ are commemorated 
on this day: first, the finding of the Honourable 
Cross on Golgotha and second, the return of the 
Honourable Cross from Persia to Jerusalem. 
Visiting the Holy Land, the holy Empress Helena 
decided to find the Honourable Cross of Christ. 

 An old Jewish man named Judah was the 
only one who knew where the Cross was located, 
and, constrained by the empress, he revealed that 
the Cross was buried under the temple of Venus 
that Emperor Hadrian had built on Golgotha. The 
empress ordered that this idolatrous temple be 
razed and, having dug deep below it, found three 

crosses. While the empress pondered on how to recognize which of these was the Cross of 
Christ, a funeral procession passed by. 

 Patriarch Macarius told them to place the crosses, one by one, on the dead man. When 
they placed the first and second cross on the dead man, the dead man lay unchanged. When they 
placed the third cross on him, the dead man came back to life. By this they knew that this was the 
Precious and Life-giving Cross of Christ. They then placed the Cross on a sick woman, and she 
became well. The patriarch elevated the Cross for all the people to see, and the people sang with 
tears: “Lord, have mercy!” 

 Empress Helena had a silver case made and set the Honourable Cross in it. Later, the 
Persian Emperor Chozroes conquered Jerusalem, enslaved many people, and took the Lord’s 
Cross to Persia. The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen years. In the year 628 the Greek 
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Emperor Heraclius defeated Chozroes and, with much ceremony, returned the Cross to 
Jerusalem. 

 As he entered the city Emperor Heraclius carried the Cross on his back, but suddenly was 
unable to take another step. Patriarch Zacharias saw an angel preventing the emperor from 
bearing the Cross on the same path that the Lord had walked barefoot and humiliated. The 
patriarch communicated this vision to the emperor. The emperor removed his raiment and, in 
ragged attire and barefoot, took up the Cross, carried it to Golgotha, and placed it in the Church 
of the Resurrection, to the joy and consolation of the whole Christian world.  

                      
Chancery Office 

Eparchy of New Westminster 

7 September 2016 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 Dear Friends, 

 The Vancouver Friends of the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) and the Ukrainian 
Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF) is hosting a special fundraising gala for UCU on 11 
November in Vancouver. I fully support this initiative and would also ask you to support it. 

 Ticket information is in the attachment. Please note that there are ten places at each table. 
Perhaps you could consider purchasing a full table for yourself and inviting friends to join you. 

 The theological and philosophical faculty of the UCU has papal accreditation. The 
history, IT, humanities, journalism and business programs are among the best in the country. 
UCU and its various faculties are open to students of all religious denominations and confessions 
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in Ukraine and internationally. The seminarians (more than two hundred of them) at Holy Spirit 
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in Lviv, Ukraine receive their academic formation from UCU free 
of charge. In fact a good number of the clergy of our Eparchy have received their academic 
formation from UCU! 

 Today UCU is not only a flagship of reform in higher education but is an acknowledged 
leader in the transformation of Ukrainian society. The university is setting the highest academic 
standards while being in the forefront of social responsibility. Most of the students come from 
humble economic backgrounds and can dream of a world class education only with our help. 

 I cannot emphasize enough how important this educational institution is for the future of 
Ukraine. Local resources are sharply limited during this time of war and foreign invasion. This 
means that it is vital for us in the west where education is valued and esteemed to support UCU. 

 For more information about UCU please visit the English language website: http://
ucu.edu.ua/eng/ 

 Sponsoring this event is the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation. Donations to 
UCU can be made directly to UCEF, which will issue you a charitable donation income tax 
receipt:  http://ucef.ca/new-generation-for-a-new-ukraine-2/ 

 What you can expect during the evening gala... 

* Silent auction 
* A great meal 

* Dynamic guest speakers, featuring award winning CTV journalist Mr. Victor Malarek 
* Meeting representatives of the UCU community 

* Musical entertainment  

 Looking forward to seeing you on 11 November! 
Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

+Ken Nowakowski 
Bishop 
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