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WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!

ДЕВ’ЯТНАДЦЯТА НЕДІЛЯ ПІСЛЯ П’ЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

St Euphrosyne of Polotsk, was named Predslava in the 
world, and was the daughter of Prince George Vseslavich. 
From her childhood she was noted for her love of prayer 
and  book  learning.  After  turning  down  a  proposal  of 
marriage,  she  received  monastic  tonsure  with  the  name 
Euphrosyne. With the blessing of Bishop Elias of Polotsk, 
she  began  to  live  near  the  Sophia  cathedral,  where  she 
occupied herself by the copying of books.

Around the year 1128 Bishop Elias entrusted the nun 
with the task of organizing a women’s monastery.  At the 
Savior-Transfiguration monastery the saint taught the girls 
to  copy  books,  singing,  sewing  and  other  handicrafts. 
Through her efforts,  a cathedral  was built  in 1161,  which 
survives  to  the present  day.  Shortly  before  her  death,  St 
Euphrosyne journeyed on pilgrimage to the Holy Places.

After  venerating the holy things at  Constantinople, 
she  arrived in  Jerusalem,  where  at  the  monastery  of  the 
Holy Theotokos the Lord granted her a peaceful  end on 
May 24, 1173. In 1187 the body of the saint was transferred 
to  the  Kyiv  Caves  monastery,  and  the  relics  were 
transferred  to  Polotsk  in  1910  to  the  monastery  she 
founded.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP AFTER DIVINE LITURGY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 

ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 
 

Pastor: Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 

Emergency: 250.891.4507 

Res: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  

1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Web:www.stnicholasparish.org E-mail:stnicks@telus.net 
Sun DL - 10am; Tue-Fri DL - 9am; Sat DL - 10am; Sat Vespers-6pm 

�
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Venerable Mother 
Euphrosyne

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  
Bishop: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski  

www.nweparchy.ca
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN Увійди Архиєрею / Come My Friends pg. 238-239 

COMMUNION  HYMN Витай Між Нами / With Solemn Greeting, Welcome the Lord pg. 244-245 

CLOSING HYMN Наче Повний Голос Дзвону/Having Shared Your Loving Kindness pg. 270-271 

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!
SUNDAY  & DAILY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, September 25 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, September 26 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, September 27 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, September 28 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
THURSDAY, September 29 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, September 30 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM

SATURDAY, October 1 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom
Vespers

10:00 AM
6:00 PM

SUNDAY, October 2 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, September 25 2 Cor. 11:31-12:9 Motria Koropecky Graciela Spaciuk-Schwarz

SUNDAY, October 2 Gal. 1:11-19 Yuliya Pelekhata William Vanderven

SUNDAY, October 9 Gal. 2:16-20 Glikeria Iwanuck Marian Chalifoux

SUNDAY, October 16 Heb. 13: 7-16 Andrij Pelekhatyi Robert Herchak

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH……….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES………….….…..……by appointment 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills:  Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is 
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It 
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the 
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may 
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”



_____________________________________________________________St. Nicholas Parish - a  place to encounter God’s Mercy

The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship: Liturgy - pg. 388-461; propers - pg. 333 

Troparion, Tone 2: When You went down to death, O Life Immortal,* You struck Hades dead 
with the blazing light of Your divinity.* When You raised the dead from the nether world,* all the 
powers of heaven cried out:* “O Giver of Life, Christ our God, glory be to You!” 
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 

A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  

Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
 (His Beatit*de Sviatoslav) � �
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Glory: Kontakion, Tone 2: You rose from the tomb, O almighty Saviour;* and Hades, seeing 
this wonder, was stricken with fear; and the dead arose.* Creation saw and rejoices with You, 
and Adam exults.* And the world, my Saviour, sings Your praises for ever. 

Now: Theotokion, Tone 2: The tomb and death could not hold the Mother of God,* unceasing 
in her intercession and an unfailing hope of patronage,* for as the Mother of Life she was 
transferred to life* by Him Who had dwelt in her ever-virgin womb. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 2: The Lord is my strength and my song of praise, and He has become my 
salvation. Verse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death. 

Epistle - 2 Cor. 11:31-12:9 - A Reading from the 2nd Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to 
Corinthians: Brothers and Sisters, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus (blessed be he for 
ever!) knows that I do not lie. In Damascus, the governor under King Aretas set a guard on the 
city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the 
wall, and escaped from his hands. It is necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but I will 
go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago 
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God 
knows. And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; 
God knows— was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal 
is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not 
boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking 
the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or 
heard from me, even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep 
me from being too elated, a thorn was given to me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment 
me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would 
leave me, but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me.  

Alleluia, Tone 2: Verse: The Lord will hear you in the day of tribulation; the name of the God of 
Jacob will shield you. Verse: Lord, grant victory to the king and hear us in the day that we shall 
call upon You. 

Gospel - Lk 6:31-36 - The Lord said: Do to others as you would have them do to you. For if you 
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And 
if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the 
same. If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit (is) that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, and get back the same amount. But rather, love your enemies and 
do good to them, and lend expecting nothing back; then your reward will be great and you will 
be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 
merciful, just as (also) your Father is merciful. 
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Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia. 

 

Тропар, глас 2: Коли зійшов Ти до смерти, Життя безсмертне,* тоді ад умертвив ти 
блистінням Божества.* Коли ж і умерлих із глибин підземних воскресив Ти,* всі сили 
небесні взивали:* Життедавче, Христе Боже наш, слава Тобі.  

Слава: Кондак, глас 2: Воскрес єси з гробу, всесильний Спасе,* і ад, увидівши чудо, 
зжахнувся та й мертві встали;* а творіння, бачивши, радіє з Тобою, й Адам веселиться,* і 
світ, Спасе мій, повсякчас Тебе оспівує.  

І нині: Богородичний, глас 2: У молитвах невсипущу Богородицю,* і в заступництві 
несхитне уповання не втримали в собі гріб і смерть;* бо як Матір Життя покликав до 
життя Той,* Хто в лоно вселився повсякчас дівственне.  

Прокімен, глас 2: Господь – моя сила і моя пісня, * і Він став моїм спасінням. Стих: 
Тяжко покарав мене Господь, та не передав мене смерті.  

Апостол - 2 Кор. 11:31-12:9 - До Коринтян 2-е Послання Святого Апостола Павла 
Читання: Браття і сестри, Знає Бог і Отець Господа нашого Ісуса Христа, а Він 
благословенний навіки, що я не говорю неправди. У Дамаску намісник царя Арети стеріг 
місто Дамаск, щоб схопити мене, але по мурі мене спущено в коші віконцем, і я з рук його 
втік! Не корисно хвалитись мені, бо я прийду до видінь і об'явлень Господніх. Я знаю 
чоловіка в Христі, що він чотирнадцять років тому чи в тілі, не знаю, чи без тіла, не знаю, 
знає Бог був узятий до третього неба. І чоловіка я знаю такого, чи в тілі, чи без тіла, не 
знаю, знає Бог, що до раю був узятий, і чув він слова невимовні, що не можна людині їх 
висловити. Отаким похвалюся, а собою хвалитись не буду, хіба тільки своїми немочами. 
Бо коли я захочу хвалитись, то безумний не буду, бо правду казатиму; але стримуюсь я, 
щоб про мене хто більш не подумав, ніж бачить у мені або чує від мене. А щоб я через 
пребагато об'явлень не величався, то дано мені в тіло колючку, посланця сатани, щоб бив в 
обличчя мене, щоб я не величався. Про нього три рази благав я Господа, щоб він 
відступився від мене. І сказав Він мені: Досить тобі Моєї благодаті, бо сила Моя 
здійснюється в немочі. Отож, краще я буду хвалитись своїми немочами, щоб сила ристова 
вселилася в мене.  

Алилуя, глас 2: Стих: Вислухає тебе Господь у день печалі, захистить тебе ім'я Бога 
Якова. Стих: Господи, спаси царя і вислухай нас, коли будемо взивати до Тебе.  

Євангеліє - Лука 6:31-36 - Сказав Господь: як бажаєте, щоб вам чинили люди, чиніть їм і 
ви так само. Коли ви любите тих, що вас люблять, яка вам заслуга? Таж бо й грішники 
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люблять тих, що їх люблять. І коли чините добро тим, що вам чинять, яка вам заслуга? Та 
й грішники те саме чинять. І коли ви позичаєте тим, від кого маєте надію назад узяти, яка 
вам заслуга? Адже і грішники грішникам позичають, щоб відібрати від них рівне. Ви ж 
любіть ворогів ваших, добро чиніте їм, і позичайте, не чекаючи назад нічого, а велика буде 
ваша нагорода, й будете Всевишнього синами, бо він благий для злих і невдячних. Будьте 
милосердні, як і Отець ваш милосердний. 

Причасний: Хваліте Господа з небес,* хваліте Його на висотах. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя!  

✦WE WELCOME HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP KEN (NOWAKOWSKI) who is joining 
us today and leading our Sunday prayer. На Многая Літа, Владико!

✦THANK  YOU  to ED SALYN  and MURRAY CHAPMAN for building a new stairs at the 
parish rectory. Thank you for donating your time and talents. May God bless you both 
abundantly. 

✦HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord 
Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all 
times. Многая Літа! 

✦FUNERAL OF MARY KOSICK GOODWIN: Friends and family are invited to attend the 
burial of MARY KOSICK GOODWIN that will take place today in Courtney at 3:30pm. 
Address: 4768 N Island Hwy, Courtney. Bishop Ken (Nowakowski) officiating. Reception to 
follow at 1773 Sussex Dr., Courtney. 

✦TRAVELING ICON: Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon 
can call Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish 
Choir and remember that we ALWAYS looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky 
for details at 250.658.3051 

✦VIBRANT PARISH PRAYER: Please help yourself to a copy of the Vibrant Parish Prayer 
card located in each pew. You are most welcome to take one home with you. This prayer 
is recited at the end of each Liturgy. "It is in our parish the faithful most frequently encounter 
Christ through Christian instruction, community prayer and service to ones neighbour. In 
promoting and enlivening our parish life, we also enliven the entire Church.” 

✦CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in 
order that He may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease 
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to 
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our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled 
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their 
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian 
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers members of our parish, our family and 
friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join 
actively in their community. 

✦THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% 
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and 
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the 
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with 
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners 
who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-
time members, please join us for coffee. 

✦BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here 
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of 
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward 
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in 
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but 
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more 
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference. 

✦SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 DONATION: Coffee: $60.15; Vigil lights: $13.00; Loose 
collection: $27.00; Envelope collection: $662.00; Pre-authorized payments Sept 12 to Sept 18: 
$120.00 
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CHRISTMAS FOOD FAIR FOOD PREPARATION SCHEDULE

Tue. Oct. 4 Preparing veggies for borscht 10:00 am-12:00 pm Need 4 volunteers

Thur. Oct. 6 Package cooked borscht 10:00-11:30 am Need 2 volunteers

Tue. Oct. 11 Peel potatoes 8:00-9:30 am Need 2 volunteers

Wed. Oct. 12 Make potato balls 1:00-4:30 pm Need 5-6 volunteers

Thur. Oct. 13 Make pyrohy 10:00 am-1:30 pm Need 20+ volunteers

Fri. Oct. 14 Bag frozen pyrohy 8:30-10:30 am Need 3-4 volunteers
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Being 'merciful like the Father' isn't a slogan – it's a way of life, Pope says 

 While imitating God’s love can seem impossible, it’s genuine effort, rather than quantity, 
that matters. To be “merciful like the Father” is not just “a slogan for effect, but a life 
commitment,” the Pope said. However, he also questioned whether Jesus’ words to his disciples 
in the Gospel of Luke are actually realistic, asking “is it really possible to love like God loves 
and to be merciful like him?” When looking back at the story of salvation history, Francis noted 
that God’s entire revelation to man consists of his tireless love for humanity which culminates 
with Jesus’ death on the Cross. 

 “So great a love can be expressed only by God,” he said, explaining that Jesus’ call for 
humanity to be merciful like the Father “is not a question of quantity. Instead it is a summons to 
be signs, channels and witnesses to his mercy.” 

 “And the Church can’t but be the sacrament of God’s mercy in the world, in every time 
and across all humanity,” he said, adding that “every Christian is called to be a witness of mercy, 
and this takes place on the path to holiness.” While “of course God is perfect,” if he is seen only 
in this way, it becomes impossible for humanity to strive toward that model of “absolute 
perfection.” 

 Instead, having God “before our eyes as merciful allows us to better understand what his 
perfection consists of and spurs us to be like him; full of love, compassion and mercy.” 
Francis then asked what it means for the disciples to be merciful. The answer, he said, was given 
by Jesus in two verbs: “to forgive” and “to give.” 

 Mercy is expressed “above all in forgiveness,” he said, adding that “forgiveness in fact is 
the pillar that holds up the life of the Christian community, because in this is shown the 
gratuitousness of the love with which God has first loved us.” 

 “All Christians must forgive! Why? Because they have been forgiven. All of us have been 
forgiven,” the Pope said, explaining that “if God has forgiven me, why shouldn't I forgive 
others? Am I greater than God?” 

 When it comes to giving, Francis noted that God always “gives well beyond our merits,” 
but will be even more generous with those who were generous on earth. 

 Jesus, he said, “doesn’t say what will happen to those who did not give,” but sends a 
warning when he uses the image of “the measure: with the measure of love that we give, it is we 
ourselves who decide how we will be judged, how we will be loved.” 
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 Because of this, “merciful love is the only path to take,” Francis said, stressing the need 
for everyone to be a little more merciful and a little less hasty to speak poorly of others, to be 
judgmental and to “pluck” at others with criticism, envy and jealousy. 

 “We must forgive, be merciful and live our lives in love,” he said, explaining that by 
doing so, the heart enlarges with love rather than selfishness and anger, which makes the heart 
small and hardens it “like stone.” 

 “What do you prefer? A heart of stone or a heart of love? If you prefer a heart full of love, 
be merciful.” 

The Catholic-Orthodox Joint Commission reaches agreement  
on synodality and primacy 

 The plenary of the Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the 
Orthodox and Catholic Churches has reached agreement on the adoption of the document 
entitled "Synodality and Primacy During the First Millennium: Towards a Common 
Understanding in Service to the Unity of the Church". 

 According to sources, "it will be difficult to move forward in the dialogue, if the question 
of the ecclesiological and canonical consequences of Uniatism" (derogatory term which indicates 
the Greek-Catholic Ukrainian church of Eastern rite but loyal to the Pope)  remains unresolved. 

 The Uniates and the theme of the next plenary 

 No agreement was reached in Chieti regarding  the next plenary session, which the 
Moscow Patriarchate hopes will address the issue of Uniatism. It was decided that the Joint 
Commission Coordinating Committee will decide the theme at their next gathering which will be 
held in the course of 2017. At the Chieti Plenary, the head of the Russian Orthodox delegation, 
the 'foreign minister' of the Moscow Patriarchate, Metropolitan Hilarion, however, warned that 
the action of the Greek-Catholic Church in Ukraine is "unacceptable from the point of view of 
Christian ethics". Here blame was laid squarely on the shoulders of the Major Archbishop of 
Kyiv, Sviatoslav Shevchuk. According to Moscow his anti-Russian statements, "are contrary to 
our dialogue and sow distrust between Orthodox and Catholics". "We must be aware that within 
our Churches, there are people who hinder our path and we must bear this in mind when we 
think about the future of our dialogue." The other member of the Russian Orthodox delegation, 
Archimandrite Irenaeus, pointed out that "it will be difficult to move forward in the Orthodox-
Catholic dialogue, if the question of the ecclesiological and canonical consequences of Uniatism 
remains unresolved ". "The goal of our dialogue is not to reach an agreement on issues that 
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already see us in agreement, but we also need to discuss the issues that divide us. And the theme 
of Uniatism is a highly topical issue, one of the central ones in the second millennium". 

 Proceedings of the Joint Commission - chaired by Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and the Archbishop of Telmessos Iob (Getcha), 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate - was attended by two representatives from each of the 14 
autocephalous Orthodox Churches and as many Catholic representatives. 

Canadian Bishops Write Letter Affirming Importance of Laity 

 The Episcopal Commission for Doctrine of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(CCCB) has released a new document entitled “The Co-responsibility of the lay Faithful in the 
Church and the World.” 

 This pastoral letter explores the great responsibility of the laity in God’s plan for the 
world, in which they are not simply collaborators of the clergy but are truly “co-responsible” for 
the Church’s being and acting. It notes the unique mission of the laity as being “in the world” 
and transforming it from within through their life and witness. It also discusses the danger of 
clericalism, and considers several areas of society today that stand in need of the transforming 
power of the Gospel brought by the Church’s lay faithful in communion with members of the 
clergy and consecrated life. 

 The Bishops of the Commission insist on the importance of promoting the lay vocation. 
“Bishops and priests must do their utmost to foster the sense of the co- responsibility of the laity. 
The daily contact with the internal life of the Church must not lead the hierarchy and clergy to 
mistrust the authentic responsibility of the laity, even implicitly, nor should it lead them to reduce 
that responsibility merely to consultation on material or worldly matters”. 

 Dated the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, September 8, 2016, the 
Bishops conclude their document by expressing their hope that “all the members of the Body of 
Christ take up together the responsibility of bringing Christ, the only Saviour, to the world, in a 
spirit of family, friendship, and communion.” 

“It is only then that we can consider ourselves vibrant Christians [when] our parishes 
can become places where care is given to the orphan, protection for the widow, help for the poor, 
and where the suffering of the sick is shared.”

(from the pastoral letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav “Vibrant Parish…”)

What do you say to a homeless person? Advice from Catholic urban missionaries 

 It’s a common sight in at a city intersection. A man or a woman holds a cardboard sign: 
“Homeless, Hungry. Please Give. Anything Helps.” Most motorists, stopped at the light and 
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eager to move on, just ignore the person. But what should you to do before the light changes? 
The Denver-based urban ministry Christ in the City offers some advice. 

 “Ask the person’s name,” said the group’s tip sheet. “One of our friends on the street told 
us he went four months without hearing his own name. Ask the person’s name and remember it.” 
Those with a regular commute should remember that name and say hello the next time. “You’ll 
be amazed how his or her face will light up that you remembered.”  

 “To love is to know and be known,” Christ in the City said. “And so, the chronically 
homeless become unknown, they become separated, not just from society but from the 
experience of love itself.” The chronically homeless are the most resistant to social services and 
other help. They’re most likely to have substance abuse or mental health problems. 

 Erin McCrory, the ministry’s managing director, reflected on their situation. “They’ve 
told us that once your reality becomes eating out of garbage cans and you don’t hear your name 
spoken for months at a time, you accept this is your reality,” McCrory told the Denver Catholic 
Register. “Their spirits are broken and they are lacking in hope and faith in people.” 

 There are other ways of making personal contact. “Reach out and offer a handshake,” the 
group’s tip sheet advised. “This simple gesture breaks a barrier and expresses that you recognize 
their dignity. One moment of awkwardness for you can be the highlight of the day for him or 
her.” 

 Each year, a new team of Christ in the City missionaries gathers in Denver for efforts 
such as homeless outreach. About 25 young missionaries volunteer for two years, receiving 
spiritual and academic formation in their time of service. The group says one missionary alone 
reaches 500 homeless and engages 80-100 volunteers to engage in more than 62,000 hours of 
service for the homeless. 

 The group advises people to give more practical items in lieu of money, like socks, water, 
Gatorade, or gloves. Those who give food should keep in mind that people who live on the street 
often have teeth problems and can’t eat hard granola bars or apples. Soft foods like bananas or 
soft-baked granola bars are more edible. 

 “Giving money is a personal decision that requires discernment. Gift cards can be a better 
alternative to cash,” Christ in the City said. Items showing personal care are more likely to keep 
a focus on friendship. “Your love and compassion is more effective than five bucks,” the group 
added. 

 The group’s final piece of advice? - “Offer to pray for them, and mean it,” Christ in the 
City said. “We try to be another Christ to our friends on the street, but we accept that we can only 
do so much. The rest we leave up to God in prayer. He loves our friends more than we ever 
could.” 
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