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WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!

НЕДІЛЯ ПІСЛЯ БОГОЯВЛЕННЯ - SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP AFTER DIVINE LITURGY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER  PARISH 
ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ 

 
Pastor: Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy 

Emergency: 250.891.4507 
Church: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255  

Facebook: facebook.com/stnicholasvictoria 
1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1 

Web:www.stnicholasparish.org E-mail:stnicks@telus.net 

Tue-Sat DL - 9am; Sat Vespers-6pm; Sun DL - 10am 

�

!  
Christ is Baptized - In the Jordan River from John! 

Христос Хрещається - В ріці Йордані від Івана!

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  
Bishop: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski  

www.nweparchy.ca

http://www.stnicholasparish.org
mailto:stnicks@telus.net
http://www.nweparchy.ca
http://www.stnicholasparish.org
mailto:stnicks@telus.net
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN Бог  Предвічний / God Eternal pg. 28-29 

COMMUNION  HYMN Небо і Земля / Heaven and Earth pg. 72-74 

CLOSING HYMN Ти Йордане, Приготовся / At the Baptism of Our Lord  pg. 130-132 

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!
SUNDAY  & DAILY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, January 8 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, January 9 NO SERVICES *********
TUESDAY, January 10 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, January 11 NO SERVICES *********
THURSDAY, January 12 NO SERVICES *********
FRIDAY, January 13 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:00 AM

SATURDAY, January 14 Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom
Vespers

9:00 AM
6:00 PM

SUNDAY, January 15 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, January 8 Eph. 4:7-13 Andrij Pelekhatyi Rita Vanderven

SUNDAY, January 15 Gal. 6: 11-18 Natalia Bryndak Darryl Huculak

SUNDAY, January 22 Eph. 2:4-10 Liliia Palyvoda Graciela Spaciuk-Schwarz

SUNDAY, January 29 1Tim. 4:9-15 Motria Koropecky William Vanderven

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!
PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837 
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197 
FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872 
MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky -  250.658.3051 
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419 
VIBRANT PARISH……….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy 
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time 
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment 
MARRIAGES……….….six months notice should 
be given to the parish priest, and he should be 
contacted before any other arrangements are made 
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment 
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time 
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

Bequests & Wills:  Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is 
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It 
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the 
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may 
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my 
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship: Liturgy - pg. 388-461; propers - pg. 796 

First Antiphon 

Verse: When Israel came forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from an alien people * 
Judah became His sanctuary, Israel His dominion. 
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us. 
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your 
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life - 
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian 
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model 
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy 
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great 
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the 
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together 
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, 
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних 
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем 
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас 
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії 
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб 
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE    LITURGY    PROPERS

The Vibrant Parish 

A Place To  Encounter The Living Christ 

Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,  

Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership 

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit 
 (His Beatit*de Sviatoslav) � �
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Verse: The sea beheld this and fled,* the Jordan turned back on its course.  
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God O Saviour, save us. 

Verse: Why was it, O sea, that you fled,* that you, O Jordan, turned back on your course 
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God O Saviour, save us. 

Glory: Now: Only-begotten Son...  

Third Antiphon 

Verse: Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord, let us acclaim God, our Saviour. 
Refrain: Son of God, baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 

Verse: Let us come before His face with praise, and acclaim Him in psalms. 
Refrain: Son of God, baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 

Verse: For God is the great Lord, and the great king over all the earth. 
Refrain: Son of God, baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 

Entrance Verse: Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. 
Refrain: Son of God, baptized by John in the Jordan, save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 

Troparion, Tone 1: Though the stone was sealed by the Judeans,* and soldiers guarded 
Your most pure body,* You arose, O Saviour, on the third day,* and gave life to the 
world.* And so the heavenly powers cried out to You, O Giver of Life:* Glory to Your 
resurrection, O Christ!* Glory to Your kingdom!* Glory to Your saving plan,* O only 
Lover of mankind. 

Troparion, Tone 1: When You, O Lord, were baptized in the Jordan,* worship of the 
Trinity was revealed;* the voice of the Father bore witness to You,* naming You the 
beloved Son,* and the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the word’s certainty.* Glory 
to You, O Christ God,* who appeared and enlightened the world. 

Glory: Now: Kontakion, Tone 4: Today, You have appeared to the world* and Your 
light, O Lord, has been signed on us,* who with knowledge sing Your praises.* You have 
come, You have appeared, O unapproachable Light. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 1: Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us* as we have hoped in you. 
Verse: rejoice in the Lord, O you just; praise befits the righteous. 
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Epistle - Eph. 4:7-13 - A Reading from the Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to 
Ephesians: Brothers and sisters, each of us was given grace according to the measure 
of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, ‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself 
a captive; he gave gifts to his people.’ (When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean 
but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is 
the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.  

Alleluia, Tone 5: Verse: Your mercies, O Lord, I will sing for ever; from generation to 
generation I will announce Your truth with my mouth. Verse: For You have said: Mercy 
shall be built up for ever; in the heavens Your truth shall be prepared. 

Gospel - Mathew 4:12-17 - At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, 
he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, 
in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the 
sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles - the people who sat in darkness have seen 
a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.’ 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’  

Instead of “It is truly...” we sing: O my soul, magnify Christ the King, baptized in the 
Jordan.  

Irmos, Tone 2: Every tongue is at a loss to praise you as is your due, O Mother of God. 
Even a spirit from above is filled with dizziness when seeking to sing your praises. But 
since you are good, accept out faith, for you know well our love inspired by God. For it is 
you who protect all Christians; therefore, we magnify you.  

Communion Hymn: The grace of God has appeared* bringing salvation to all.* Praise 
the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.*  Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 

Instead of “Blessed is He who comes …” we sing: All creation is filled with rejoicing 
today, for Christ is baptized in the Jordan. (1x) 

Instead of “We have seen the true light …” we sing: All creation is filled with rejoicing 
today, for Christ is baptized in the Jordan. (1x) 
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Instead of “May our mouths …” and “Blessed be the Name …” we sing: All creation 
is filled with rejoicing today, for Christ is baptized in the Jordan. (3x) 

<> <> <> 

Перший Антифон  

Стих: Во ізході Ізраїлевім із Єгипту, дому Якова із людей варварів;* Стала Юдея 
святиня його, Ізраїль – володіння його. 
Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас. 

Стих: Море виділо і побігло, Йордан повернувся назад.  
Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас. 

Стих: Що з тобою, море, що ти побігло, і з тобою, Йордане, що ти повернувся 
назад? 
Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас. 

Слава: І нині: Єдинородний Сину:  

Третій Антифон  

Стих: Прийдіте, радісно заспіваймо Господеві, воскликнім Богу, Спасителеві 
нашому. 
Приспів: Спаси нас, Сину Божий, що хрестився в Йордані від Івана, співаємо Тобі: 
Алилуя. 

Стих: Прийдіть з похвалами перед обличчя Його, і псалмами воскликнім Йому. 
Приспів: Спаси нас, Сину Божий, що хрестився в Йордані від Івана, співаємо Тобі: 
Алилуя. 

Стих: Бо Бог великий Господь і цар великий по всій землі. 
Приспів: Спаси нас, Сину Божий, що хрестився в Йордані від Івана, співаємо Тобі: 
Алилуя. 

Вхідний стих: Прийдіте, поклонімся і припадім до Христа. 
Приспів: Спаси нас, Сину Божий, що хрестився в Йордані від Івана, співаємо Тобі: 
Алилуя. 
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Тропар, глас 1: Коли в Йордані хрестився ти, Господи,* Троїчне явилося 
поклоніння:* бо Родителя голос свідчив тобі,* возлюбленим Сином тебе 
називаючи;* і Дух у виді голубинім засвідчив твердість слова.* Явився ти, Христе 
Боже,* і світ просвітив, слава тобі. 

Слава: І нині: Кондак, глас 4: Явився єси днесь вселенній* і світло твоє, Господи, 
знаменувалося на нас,* що зі зрозумінням оспівуємо тебе:* Прийшов єси і явився 
єси - Світло неприступне.  

Прокімен, глас 1: Будь, Господи, милість твоя на нас,* бо уповали ми на тебе. 
Стих: Радуйтеся, праведні, у Господі, правим належить похвала. 

Апостол - Еф. 4:7-13 - До Ефесян послання Святого Апостола Павла читання: 
Браття і сестри, кожному з нас дана благодать за мірою Христових дарів. Тому й 
сказано: “Вийшов на висоту, забрав у полон бранців, дав дари людям.” А те 
“вийшов” що означає, як не те, що він був зійшов і в найнижчі частини землі? 
Той же, хто був зійшов на низ, це той самий, що вийшов найвище всіх небес, щоб 
усе наповнити. І він сам настановив одних апостолами, інших – пророками, ще 
інших – євангелистами і пастирями, і вчителями, для вдосконалення святих на діло 
служби, на будування Христового тіла, аж поки ми всі не дійдемо до єдности в вірі 
й до повного спізнання Божого Сина, до звершености мужа, до міри повного зросту 
повноти Христа.  

Алилуя, глас 5: Стих: Милості твої, Господи, повік оспівуватиму, сповіщу з роду в 
рід істину твою устами моїми. Стих: Бо сказав т и: Повік милість збудується, на 
небесах приготовиться істина твоя. 

Євангеліє - Матея 4:12-17 - Як довідавсь Ісус, що Івана ув'язнено, перейшов у 
Галілею. І, покинувши Він Назарета, прийшов й оселився в Капернаумі 
приморськім, на границі країн Завулонової й Нефталимової, щоб справдилось те, 
що сказав був Ісая пророк, промовляючи: Завулонова земле, і Нефталимова земле, 
за Йорданом при морській дорозі, Галілеє поганська! Народ, що в темноті сидів, 
світло велике побачив, а тим, хто сидів у країні смертельної тіні, засяяло світло. Із 
того часу Ісус розпочав проповідувати й промовляти: Покайтеся, бо наблизилось 
Царство Небесне!  

Замість “Достойно...” співаємо: Величай, душе моя, Царя Христа, що хрестився в 
Йордані.  
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Ірмос, глас 2: Не зуміє ніякий язик достойно благохвалити, тривожиться й ум, і то 
надсвітній, коли оспівує тебе, Богородице; одначе ти, благая, прийми віру, бо любов 
нашу божественну знаєш, бо ти є християн заступниця, тебе величаємо. 

Причасний: Явилася благодать Божа спасительна всім людям. Хваліте Господа з 
небес, хваліте Його на висотах. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя. 

Замість “Благословенни хто йде …” ми співаємо: Всесвіт днесь радістю 
сповняється, Христос хрестився в Йордані. (1х) 

Замість “Ми бачили світло істинне ...” ми співаємо: Всесвіт днесь радістю 
сповняється, Христос хрестився в Йордані. (1х) 

Замість “Нехай сповняться уста ...” і “Нехай буде ім’я ...” ми співаємо: Всесвіт 
днесь радістю сповняється, Христос хрестився в Йордані. (3х) 

✦HAPPY BIRTHDAY to TERRI CHYZOWSKI, MONICA ROSSA and all those who 
celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you 
abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. Многая Літа! 

✦GREAT BLESSING OF WATER: today right after Divine Liturgy we will be blessing water; 
followed by blessing with Holy Oil and distribution of the blessed bread. 

✦PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers CAROL CHAPMAN, who is recovering 
after her eye surgery, and other members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, 
in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join actively in their community. 

✦JORDAN HOME BLESSING: If you would like Fr. Yuriy to visit your family & bless your 
home with Jordan water (after Jan. 8) please fill out the Jordan Home Blessing sign-up sheet 
or contact him @ stnicks@telus.net or @ 250.384.2292 

✦PARISH CALENDAR OF BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: If you would like to be 
included in our Parish Calendar of Birthday and Anniversary celebrations, please put date in 
our calendar located at the church vestibule. Each week, we will list the names in our parish 
bulletin so we can celebrate these happy occasions together! 

✦ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS HAMPER: we are collecting non-perishable food 
as well new items such as socks, gloves, and toiletries for St. Vincent De Paul Society as 
Christmas charity gifts. Please give generously and place your items in the box located at the 
church entrance. Thank you. 
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✦TRAVELING ICON: Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon 
can call Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837 

✦JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish 
Choir and remember that we ALWAYS looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky 
for details at 250.658.3051 

✦CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in 
order that He may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease 
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to 
our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled 
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their 
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the 
Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian 
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005 

✦THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6% 
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and 
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell  
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too. 

✦SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the 
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with 
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners 
who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-
time members, please join us for coffee. 

✦BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here 
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of 
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward 
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in 
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but 
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more 
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference. 

✦JANUARY 1, SUNDAY DONATIONS: Coffee: $26.65; Vigil lights: $11.50; Loose 
collection: $32.00; Envelope collection: $625.00; Pre-authorized payments Dec 26 to Jan 1: 
$230.00 

✦NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Tuesday, January 17 at 6PM 
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 The sixth of January is the official date that the baptism of Christ is celebrated in the 
Eastern Churches. It is not to be confused with the Western holiday also called Epiphany which 
is a celebration of the magi presenting the baby Christ with their gifts. 

 The word Theophany means “Revelation of God;” Theophany therefore marks the 
revelation of the Trinitarian nature of God when Jesus was baptized.  Those who witnessed heard 
the Father’s voice from Heaven, saw the Spirit descending upon Jesus, and could see Jesus in the 
flesh, whom God confirmed to be His Son with His voice. 

 When we look at the icon of the Theophany (see front page) we realize that the 
symbolism of this icon is deep and rich. 

 Looking at all the icons of this particular feast we see Christ is purposely depicted with 
little or no clothing.  But why is that significant? 

 All throughout the creation narrative in Genesis we see God creating and then saying it is 
“good.” Man and woman were created together in God’s image. They were both beautiful, and 
while they lacked physical garments, they were clothed in the glory of the “image” and 
“likeness” of God. However, when they fell into sin, they hid in shame until God brought them 
garments of skin to wear. Their natural beauty was transformed into an object of shame. Adam 
and Eve fell, and with them fell creation. 

 Now Jesus Christ represents the second Adam (1 Cor. 15). In shame and nakedness, 
Adam hid.  Yet Christ comes in his majesty, both as God and human, both in glory and nakedness 
completely unashamed, representing the beauty of the undefiled human made possible through 
Him (and in the subsequent centuries, Christians were often baptized without any clothing, 
shedding the garments of the “old man” to die in Christ and be resurrected in Him). But why was 
Christ baptized if He had no sin? 

 While Christ was baptized in the Jordan River, it was really the Jordan and all of creation 
that was baptized in Christ. As Canticle Four of Compline of Theophany states: Appearing in the 
body, the earth was sanctified, the waters blessed, the heaven enlightened, and mankind was set 
loose from the bitter tyranny of the enemy. 

 We see the beginning of a new creation in Theophany. Things are being set right. Christ 
has come not only to cleanse and restore mankind, but to adopt us as heirs into his 
Kingdom. And when we receive His glory, not only are we redeemed, but we draw all of creation 
with us into the final restoration. That is why “creation groans” in eager expectation, awaiting 
the glorification of the children of God. (Rom. 8) 
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 Now let’s take a look at the rest of the Icon: 

• At the top the Holy Spirit is descending upon Jesus as a dove, the Holy Spirit is depicted in a 
Mandorla (in Christian art, almond-shaped aureole of light surrounding the entire figure of 
Jesus christ, or the Virgin Mary of the Holy Spirit. It is distinguished from a halo in that it 
encircles the entire body, and not just the head). In this manner, The Father, using His own pre-
eternal and consubstantial Spirit as His finger, crying out and point from heaven, openly 
declared and proclaimed to all that the one then being baptized by John in the Jordan was His 
beloved Son, while at the same time manifesting His unity with Him. St. John Chrysostom also 
emphasizes that the Gospels state the Heavens were opened, the Spirit descends upon us so 
that we can ascend with Christ and the Spirit to the Father in Heaven. For the first time since 
the fall of mankind, the Heavens were opened to us. 

• The angels on the right side are waiting to attend and dress him after the baptism is over. 

• John the Baptist, while baptizing Jesus is usually turned away or looking at the Spirit 
descending upon Christ. This signifies that Theophany is about elevating Jesus Christ. 

• There is an axe near John the Baptist, which reflects his warning that our lives must bear the 
fruit of the Spirit or else we will be removed. We cannot get comfortable or spiritually lazy. 

• Jesus is not submerged in the water, for creation was baptized in Him, not vice versa. 

• Lastly, the strange little creatures riding fish at the bottom represent the Jordan River and the 
Sea, both fleeing at the sight of something much bigger and greater than themselves entering 
the water.  As the Psalms say: 

Psalm 73:14 - You did establish the sea by Your might, You did break the heads of the dragons in 
the water. 
Psalm 76:15 - The waters saw You, O God, the waters saw You and were afraid; the abysses 
were troubled. 
Psalm 113:3 - The sea beheld and fled, [the River] Jordan turned back. 

Come and share a time of spiritual renewal & 
inspiration for 2017! 

  The Eparchy of New Westminster invites you to 
join Fr. Brian Kolodiejchuk, MC for an event to learn about 
the life and legacy of St. Teresa of Calcutta.  Fr. Brian was 
born in Winnipeg and is a Ukrainian Catholic priest. He knew 
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St. Theresa very well and was the postulator for the Cause for Canonization of St. Teresa. Fr. 
Brian will be sharing interesting insights into the process to have this amazing Catholic nun 
declared a Saint by Pope Francis. He will  share Mother Teresa's message of “love in living 
action” - especially to the poor - beginning in one's own family, parish community, work, that is, 
where we are. Fr. Brian will also share some of his experiences as a member of the Missionaries 
of Charity Fathers. 

 • Victoria: Saturday January 14, 1-3:30 pm St. Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish, 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria  (call Fr. Yuriy, 250-384-2292 for 
tickets and information) 

 Tickets for the events are $50. Space is limited and these events are expected to sell out 
quickly so please arrange to get your tickets early. 
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Why We Bless Homes! 

 The blessing of homes constitutes an invocative blessing, meaning that by his prayer and 
by the sprinkling of Holy Water the priest invokes God’s blessings and protection upon the home 
and those living in it. We bless homes for many reasons:  

• to reveal the home as what God had created it to be, a way to Heaven 

• to rid the home of every evil 

• to show that the family is a small Church unit in Christ 

• to consecrate the home and all activity in it to God  

• to fill the home and all who live in it with the fullness of God  

 Traditionally, the priest personally visits all his parishioners each year to pray with them 
in the place where they live, and to bless their surroundings with the newly sanctified water of 
Theophany. By sanctifying our homes we extend the grace of God to our individual dwellings.  

 Just as our souls, so also our homes become tainted by the sins of those living in them 
and consequently lose God’s protective power. We cleanse our souls of sins at least once a year 
and the church is blessed with the newly blessed water every year, so should our homes be 
sanctified with Holy Water to invoke God’s blessings and protection on it and its inhabitants. As 
we renew the insurance on our home every year, so we should renew our insurance of God’s 
protection and His blessing which is of greater importance and more effective.  

 What should we do during a home blessing?  

 As we welcome our priest during the holy season of Theophany to bless our home, let us 
be mindful that he is bringing to us the "blessing of the Jordan," and that unless God protects and 
blesses our home, we "labour in vain." (Ps. 12 7:1)  

 Each family is considered a small church and the family table is the home altar. When the 
priest comes, have as many family members there as possible. If you do not have an icon corner, 
ensure that you set up a place for prayer either at the kitchen or dining table. On the table include 
an icon and a lit candle. You may also include anything that you may want to have blessed (i.e. 
icon, cross, personal item, etc.) Make sure that the lights are on in every room. The priest will 
begin the blessing at the icon corner or table. If you have children, they may lead the priest, 
while holding a candle, to each room in the house.  

 This is also a wonderful time for you and your priest to visit and to get to know each 
other better. 
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