Statue of St. Michael the
Archangel that stands above
Kyw’s Independence Square.

St. Michael 1s patron sant of
the Ukraiman capital.
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ST. MICHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL
Detend people of
Ukraine 1n battle; be
their defence against the
wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and to you, O
Prince of the heavenly
host, by the power of
God, thrust into hell
Satan and the other evil
spirits who are trying to
invade Ukraine.
Amen.

~ 25 February 2024 ~

o r[LP,‘TA HEII,I.H/‘{ [locTy ~
~ SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT ~
~ 732ND DAY OF WAR IN UKRAINE ~
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What was the purpose of Christ healing the paralytic?

Jesus wanted to prove he had the power to forgive sins.
The healing was completely secondary for Christ. Jesus
responds to the faith of these men by forgiving sins of
the paralytic. Jesus only heals the paralytic to prove to
the people that He really did have power to forgive sins.
While we often are so impressed with the miraculous and
seek out miracles, Christ offers a deeper mystery — the
forgiveness of sins so that we can be in union with God.

3 axoro memoro Xpucmoc 3yinug posciabnenoco?

Icyc xoTiB noBecTH, IO BiH Ma€ CHIIy MpPOINATH TPIXH.
3uinenHa Oyno ans Xpucra JapyropsaHum. Icyc
BIJIMOBIZIa€ HA BIPYy IUX YOJIOBIKIB, MPOINAKYH TPIXH
posciabnenomy. Icyc 3uiat0€e po3ciiabieHoro Juie s
TOTO, 100 JOBECTH JIIOASM, 10 BiH NiliCHO Mae cuiry
mpouiatd rpixu. Xoya MU 4YacTO BPAXKEHI 4YyaoM 1
MparHeMo yyec, XpUCToC MPOMOHYE MIIUOIITY TAEMHUIIO
— IpPOUIEHHS TpiXiB, 00 MU MOIM OyTH B €IHOCTI 3
borom.




SUNDAY HYMNS

OPENING HYMN With Joy We Keep the Holy Fast (pg. 1008 Anthology)
COMMUNION HYMN Bipyto ['ocnioau // I Do Believe (pg.246-247)
CLOSING HYMN boxe Benukuit € nunuii (pg. 264)

SUNDAY & DAILY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, Feb 25 Divine Liturgy // BoxxectBerna Jlitypris 10:00 AM
TUESDAY, Feb 27 NO SERVICES
WEDNESDAY, Feb 28 NO SERVICES
THURSDAY, Feb 29 Liturgy with Sorokousty // Jlityprist i Copokoyctu 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, Mar 1 Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts // JTiryprist ITepemmeocsuenux Japis | 9:00 AM
SUNDAY, Mar 3 Divine Liturgy // Boxectenna Jlitypris 10:00 AM

NOTE: to request a Divine Liturgy, please speak with Fr. Yuriy

E-TRANSFER - st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com

FEBRUARY 18 DONATIONS DONATE

Coffee: $66.75; Vigil lights: $24.25; Loose collection: $225.00;
Envelope donations: $360.00; Pre-authorized donations and e-
transfers Feb 12-18: $145.00; Canada Helps online donations Feb
12 to Feb 18: $120.63
TOTAL: $941.63

May God bless and reward you abundantly for your generosity!

DONATE ONLINE - www.stnicholasparish.org/donate

PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CONFESSIONS. .. before & after services
B A P T S M S . L e e e by appointment
MARRIAGES. ... six months notice should be
given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made
FUNE R A LS . .o e e e e e by appointment
ANOINTING . . e e by appointment
BLE S S NG S ..o contact priest
HOSPITAL VISITS. ... any time; call emergency number 250.891.4507

~ Bishop Michael Kwiatkowski ~ www.nweparchy.ca ~



mailto:st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/119274066RR0001-ukrainian-catholic-parish-of-st-nicholas/
http://www.nweparchy.ca

ST. NICHOLAS
THE WONDERWORKER

CB. MUKOJIASL Uy JJOTBOPLISI

— o= —

Church: 250.384.2255
Rectory: 250.384.2292
Emergency: 250.891.4507

www.stnicholasparish.org
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com

facebook.com/stnicholasvictoria

1112 Caledonia Ave.
Victoria, BC V8T 1G1

— Coo —

~ Priest ~
Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy

DONATE FOR UKRAINE
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= www.stnicholasparish org
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@ DONATE TO HELP UKRAINIANS
ARRIVING ON SOUTH VANCOUVER
ISLAND - Make cheques payable to “St. Nicholas
church’ with memo ‘Help arrwving Ukrainians’. You can
also donate cash or via e-transfer to
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com. Click DONATE
button on the parish website
www.stnicholasparish.org to donate via CanadaHelps.
Tax receipts will be issued.

@ BEQUESTS & WILLS - Leaving a bequeath is
a process of giving a donation through your will. It is
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable
organization through your last will and testament. It
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It
is important that you talk to your lawyer about the
process. In your kindness please remember St
Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic
Church in your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes
to make such a bequeath in their will, the following
clause may be included or added to a will: "I give,
devise, and bequeath to St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Parish - 7772
Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $
(or % of my estate), to be used for the
benefit of the parish and its pastoral activities.”



http://www.stnicholasparish.org
mailto:st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com
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PRAYER FOR THE AFFLICTED PEOPLE OF UKRAINE IN TIME OF WAR

S AN Lord Jesus Christ, our God,
we entreat You to hear the
earnest prayer of Your

beloved Church of Kyivan Rus’ for her

deeply afflicted children abiding in the
land of Ukraine. Behold their grave
sorrow and grievous plight, and speedily
come to their aid. Deliver Your vulnerable
people from wunjust aggressors, foreign
invasion and the terror of war. Strengthen
courageous defenders of the nation to fight virtuously, inspired more by love of those they
protect than hatred of the enemy. O compassionate Lord, shelter the displaced, heal the
wounded, console the orphan, protect the widow, comfort those who mourn, and
mercifully receive into Your Kingdom those who have nobly died guarding their
homeland against every aggression. Quickly make cease the spilling of blood of friend
and foe alike, yet stir many to bravely struggle for that true justice which alone can bring
lasting peace. O kind-hearted Lord, as You are our peace, soften the hearts of the
unmerciful and convert those who promote hostilities toward reconciliation, so that Your
beloved children of the land of Ukraine, may abide in that tranquility, justice and
freedom which reflects your Kingdom, where You reign with Your eternal Father, and
Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and forever and ever. Amen.

MOJIUTBA 3A MHOTOCTPAKJIAJIBHUM Y KPAIHCbKUN HAPOJT Y YAC BIMHU

ocrmogu Icyce Xpucre boxe mam, 6raraemo Tebe, BucIyxam mypy MOJIUTBY

TBoel ymobnenol epxsu Kuiscpkol Pyci 3a Baxko crpaxmaioumx miTewn

ykpaiHcekoro kxpato. CIIOIISHb MHJIOCTMBHM OKOM Ha IX JIMXOJITTS Ta
JIACKABO IOCIIIIN HA JIOTIOMOrY. 3BUIBHU CBIM 0€33aXHUCHHUH HAPOJ, BlJ HECIIPABEIMBUX
3arapOHMKIB, HAIIECTs arpecopiB Ta Tepopy BiMHU. 3MimHH cmiolo 1Boero ycix
JIOOJIECHUX 1 BIIBAXHUX 3aXUCHUKIB JIsi moOpodecHOl 6Oporh0H, m00O BOHU paie
KepyBajucs Job0B’10 Jo 0e33axXMCHHUX, AHIX HEHaBUCTIO 10 Boporis. O
IIpemuocepmuaum I'ocriosu, 3aXopoHM NEpeCcesICHIIB, 3LULIN TOPAHCHUX, OOPOHU CHPIT,
OIOTPUMAN BAIB, OTIII CKOPOOTHUX Ta JiackaBo mpuimu 1o T'soro Llapcrsa Beix, XTO
6J1aropogHO BLIJIAB CBOE XHUTTA B 000poHl barekiBumuu Bl Harmamis Boporis. [Tocmimm
3YOUHATHA KPOBOIPOJIUTTS sK JAPYyra, Tak 1 HEJIpPyra Ta 3amajiyd ceprs 0ararbox Jo
MYXHBOI GOPOTHOM 3a ICTHHHY CIPABEIJIMUBICTD, IO € JpKepesioM Tpusaigoro mupy. O
noopocepaut I'ocnonn, Tu — Hatn MUp, MOM’SIKIIN 3aUE€PCTBLIL CEPLIs, HABEPHU TUX, XTO
CHpusie BOEHHHMM JisM, IO NPUMHPEHHS, mo0 TBiM ymoOyeHuN yKpalHCHKIA HapoJ
BTIIIABCS MHPOM, CIPABEIJIUBICTIO Ta cBOOOJOI0 — 03Hakamu 1Boro llapcrsa, B sikomy
Twu maproemr 3 IIpensiunum TsBoim Otrnem, 1 Beecssarum, biarum 1 2KusorsopHuM
Tsoim Ilyxowm, HUHI, 1 TOBCSAKUAC, 1 HA BIKK BIKIB. AMIHB.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

CANADA

STAND WITH UKRAINE UNTIL VICTORY

v PANAKHYDA following the Liturgy - as we commemorate the second anniversary of the
full-scale russian invasion, we pray for all those who gave their lives in the defence of Ukraine.
Biunas [Tam’ 75!

v 3 JHEM HAPO/’)KEHHSI / HAPPY BIRTHDAY to RON STANIUL, WAYNE SAUNDERS
and all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God continue to
bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. MHoras Jlira!

v IPUTOTYBAHHSA 1O TAMHU CITOBIJI - [TpoTsarom ycix Hemib T0TOro0 i GepesHs, ax
no BepOHoi Hemimi, B IEPKOBHOMY 3alli TNPOBOIUTHCS TNPHUTOTYBaHHS A0 TaitHum CroBifi.
KynbMmiHanis nux npurotyBaHb BinOyneTscsi y ToMmuny Hemimto, 7 kBiTHS. SKmio Bu Oaxkaere,
mo6 Bama IUTHHA/IITH (BIKOM BiJ 8 pokiB) mpucTymwid A0 miei TaitHu, MU pekoMEeHIyeMO
BiABIlyBaTH IIi MPUTOTyBaHHA. 3 mHUTaHHAMU TenedoHyiite Mapti 778.265.9159 abo
Mapian 250.507.1005.

v ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) // 3ATAJIbHI NNAPA®IAJIBHI 3B0OPH -
today, following Divine Liturgy.

v SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION // CHHOBIb - before and after daily (9AM) & Sunday
(10AM) Liturgies / CIIOBIJb - niepen i micins moaenHoi Jlityprii o 9 rox i HeaimsHOT 0 10 Tog.

v PRAYER REQUEST - Please keep in your prayers WAYNE, TERESA and other members of
our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are
not able to join actively in their community.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Divine Liturgy of our Father among the Saints Basil the Great.
Scripture readings from the New Testament are taken from the
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition.
Ykpaincwkoro - y nepexnadi leana Xomenka.

Troparion, Tone 6: Angelic powers were upon Your tomb* and the guards became like dead
men;* Mary stood before Your tomb* seeking Your most pure body.* You captured Hades




without being overcome by it.* You met the Virgin and granted life.* O Lord, risen from the
dead,* glory be to You!

Glory: Now: Kontakion, Tone 4: The time for action is now revealed;* the Judge is at the
door.* Let us rise and keep the fast,* offering tears of contrition with alms and crying aloud:* our
sins are more numerous than the sands of the sea,* but forgive us, O Maker of all, that we may
receive incorruptible crowns.

Prokeimenon, Tone 5: You, O Lord, will guard us* and will keep us* from this generation* and
forever. Verse: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer left a just man. (Psalm 11:8,2)

Epistle - Hebrews 1:10-2:3 - A reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Hebrews. Brothers and Sisters, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens
are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing;
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same,
and your years will never end.” But to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are not all angels spirits in the divine
service, sent to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? Therefore we must pay
greater attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. For if the message
declared through angels was valid, and every transgression or disobedience received a just
penalty, how can we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? It was declared at first through the
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard him.

Alleluia, Tone 6: Verse: He who lives in the aid of the Most High, shall dwell under the
protection of the God of heaven. Verse: He says to the Lord: You are my protector and my
refuge, my God, in Whom I hope. (Psalm 90:1,2)

Gospel - Mark 2:1-12 - At that time, Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, and it was
reported that he was at home. So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them,
not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him to
Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it,
they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning
in their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins
but God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions
among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which
is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat
and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins”—he said to the paralytic— “I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.”
And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”




Instead of “It is truly...” we sing: In you, O Full of Grace, all creation rejoices: the angelic ranks
and all the human race. Sanctified temple and spiritual paradise, virgins’ pride and boast, from
whom God is made flesh and became a little Child; and He who is our God before all ages, He
made your womb a throne, and He made it wider that all the heavens. In you, O Full of Grace, all
creation rejoices. Glory be to you.

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* Alleluia,
alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 148:1)

— cEo —

Tpomnap, riac 6: Anrenbcbki cuinn Ha Tpo61 TBoiM™ 1 cropoki omepTBinu;* Mapis Xk cTosiia MpH
rpo6i,* mykatoun npeuuctoro Tina Teoro.* IlononuB Tu an i1, HE MepeMOXXEHHWH Bia HBOTO,™*
syctpiB Tu JiBy, napytoun xutts.* Bockpecnuii 3 mepTBuX, ['ocrionu, cinasa To6i!

Caasa: I nuni: Konnak, riac 4: Huni yac as IissHHS SIBUBCS,* TIpH JABEpSX Cya,* BOCTaHBMO,
OTK€, TIOCTSIYMCS,* MPUHECIM CJIO3W OJaraHHs 3 MUJIOCTHHSMHM, B3WBarouu:* Mwu corpimmim
OibIIIe TTICKY MOPCBKOTO,* ajne ocnadbu, TBopue BCiX, 1100 MU MPUKAHSIIA HETIiHHI BIiHII.

IIpokimen, rnac 5: Tu, Tocnoau, 30epexem Hac* 1 3aXMUCTHII HAC BiJl POAY LBOTO 1 MOBIK.
Cmux: Criacu mene, ['ocriosiu, 60 HE CTajo MpaBeIHOTO.

Amnocroa - €BpeiB 1:10-2:3 - /Io €BpeiB nociaannsa Cesaroro AnmocroJa I[laBaa ynTaHHs:
bpamms i cecmpu, “Tu, [ocionu, Hamo4YaTKy 3acHyBaB 3eMIIIO 1 HeOeca — AUI0 pyK TBOixX. BoHu
3arUHYTh, TH X TMepeOyBacl; yci, MOB OJieXka, MOCTapiroThesA. TH 1X, HEeHaue O/Ie)KUHY, 3TOPHEI 1,
HEMOB OIe’Ka, BOHH 3MIHSThCS. TH 3K — TOM camuid, 1 J1iTa TBOi He CKiHYaThes.” J[o Koro 3 aHTeniB
BiH KoM MOBUB: «Cimail mpaBopy4Y MeHe, JOKH HE MOKJIaAy TBOiX BOPOTIB IiTHIKKOM IiJ TBOI
Horu?» Xiba K He BCl BOHU CIIy)KEOHI JOyXH, MO iX MOCHJIAIOTHh O MOCIYr THM, SIKi MaloTh
ycrmaaKyBatH criacinasa? Tomy MU MycHMO BBa)KaTh JyXe MWIBHO Ha Te, IO OYyJH, o0, OyBa,
Hac HE 3HECIO 3 J0poru. bo Komu cioBo, OroyiomeHe aHrenamu, Oyao Take 3000B’s3yioue, 1110
BCSAKHAW HOTO TMepecTyn i HENOoCiayX INpHiMaB CIPaBEIJIMBY Kapy, TO SIK YTEUEMO MH, KOJIH
3aHen0aeMo Take Benuke craciHHsg? BoHo, cmouarky mnpomoBigane [ocmomom, Oyio
MiATBEPKEHE HAM TUMH, 1110 HOTO YyIIH.

Asmays, raac 6: Cmux: Tu, mo xuBem mig BceBumHboro mokposom, 1mo y BeecuiabHoro TiHi
npoOysaem. Cmux: Ckaxu no locnoga: “Moe mpubixume W Most TBepauHs, Miii boxe, Ha
KOTpPOTO 51 MOKJIaJ1atoCh.”

€Banrejiie - Mapko 2:1-12 - Koau o Icyc no kinvkox Ousx MpUHAIIOB 3HOB 10 KamepHaymy, To
yyTKa minwia, mo Bin ynoma. I 3ib6panocs 6araro, axk BOHM HE BMIIAIKMCS HABITh IPU IBEPAX. A
Bin im BuromomryBaB cioBo. | mpuiinuim ock 10 Hboro, Hecyun po3cinabieHOro, SKOro HECIH
4yeTBepo. A 1m0 uepe3 HapoJ 10 Hboro Habnmu3uTHCS HE MOIVIH, TO CTEINIO0 PO3KpUIiIH, 1 BiH Oy,
1 mpoOpaBiM, 3BICHJIM JIOXKE, [0 HA HBOMY JIekaB po3ciabinenuii. A Icyc, Bipy ixHIO




moOayuBIIHM, Kake po3cinabieHoMy: BiamyckaroTecs, cuny, rpixu To0i! Tam ke cuminu aexto 3
KHIKHHKIB, 1 B cepisix cBoix aymanu: Yoro Bin roBoputh orak? 3neBaxae Bin bora... XTo
MoXke Tpomatu rpixu, okpim bora Camoro? I 3apa3 Icyc BigquyB Jlyxom CBOiM, 110 BOHM TaK
MipKyIOTh c00i, 1 cka3aB im: Illo Take Bu B cepisix cBoix aymaere? Illo nerme: ckazatu
po3cnabneHomy: ['pixu BimyckarOThCs TOOI, YK CKa3aTH: YCTaBai, Bi3bMH JIOKE CBO€ Ta M XOau?
Ane mo6 Bu 3Hanmu, mo Cun JloACHKMI Mae Biaxy MPOIIATH TPIXH Ha 3EMIIl, Kaxke
po3cnabnenomy: To6i S Hakasyro: YcTtaBai, Bi3bMH JIOKE CBO€, Ta i a1 y cBiid mim! I Toit ycras,
1 HeraifHO B3sIB JIOXKE, 1 BUMIIIOB Mepe]] yciMa, Tak 1110 BCi AUBYBAIHUCH 1 cnaBwin bora, it kazanm:
Hikonu Takoro He 6aunnu mu!

3amicmo “JlocToiiHo...” cnisacmo: TobOoro panyethcsi, biiarogarnas, Bcsika TBap, aHTEIbChHKHI
co0Op 1 YOJIOBIYECHKUI PiJl, OCBSIIEHHHUI Xpame 1 pao CIIOBECHHH, JIIBCTBEHHA OXBAJIO, IO i3
Hei bor BommoTMBCS 1 MilajieHIIeM cTaB — mepes Bikamu cymmid bor nHamr. JloHo 60 TBoe
MPECTOJIOM COTBOPHB 1 yTpoOy TBOIO MpoCTOpimior Hebec yuuHUB. To0OOIO pamyeThes,
bnaroparnas, Bcsika TBap, ciiaBa ToO1.

Ipuuacumii: XBanite ['ocnoga 3 Hebec,* xBaiTe Moro Ha BUcoTax. Anwnys, aluiys, anunys!

BJIAIA ITPOIDATH I'PIXM

B ictopuuniii aisimsHOCTI Icyca #oro yyqa COBHIOBAJIM MPUHANMHI TPU TOJIOBHI (QyHKIIIT:
Gyiu 3HaKaMu IpucyTHOCTI Boskoro LlapcTsa, miarsepmkyBanu Moro mocnanumrso sk Mecii, Ta
3aCBIqUyBaJIM TEPEMOTY HaJ CaTaHOK Ta 3JI0M. TakuM YMHOM 3IUICHHS TMapalliTUKa €
MEPEABICTAM HOBOTO XKHUTTS, sIke IcyC oTpuMae y BOCKpPECIHHI, 1 SIKE€ PO3AUIUTH 3 yciMma, XTO
IOTO 3a0axae.

B Crapomy 3aBiti mpormats rpixu — e BUHATKoBa npeporarusa bora (Bux 34, 7; Ic 1, 18),
1 TUTBKY CBSAIIIEHUKH MOTJIM IIPOTOJIONIYBATH NpolieHHs iMeHeM bora. Tyt ne unnuts Icyc, i npu
poMy HazuBae cede Cuaom YonosiunMm. Cun YonoBiunii mpo Mae Biajy YNHUTH MPABOCYIIS, —
a TyT 1 Biaay mpomaTy rpixu. B mipomy 1 monsrae abcomoTHa Bennd 1 He30arHeHHicTh bora.

Otxe bor € 3 Hamu (EMManyin — Mt 1, 23). YUu Mu rotoBi npuitHsATOr0o Takoro Benukoro,
Munocepanoro i Bemukogymmoro bora? Tpumnsars BiacoTkiB €Banrenist Big Mapka — omuc
gynec Icyca, — 1 1me Haiikopormie €BaHremie, Je 4YyleCc OINUCAHO OUIbIIE HIX B IHIIUX
eBanrenictiB! Pemra tekcty B Mapka — Icyc HaB4ae TMM caMHM CJIOBOM, SIKMM 31ijse. B
MocjaHH1 10 €BPEiB UNTAEMO, IO “‘C1060 — dcuse Ul isibHe, i cocmpilie 8i0 YCAKO20 080CIUHO20
Meya: 8OHO NPOXOOUMb axdc 00 po30iny Oyuii i dyxa, cyenodie ma KOCmMsAHO20 MO3KY, [ PO3DI3HSE
yymms ma oymku cepys. Hema cmeopinnsa, ckpumozo 8i0 Hb020, 6ce ozoneHe i s6He nepeo
ouuma mozco, Komy mu maemo 3gim oamu.” (4, 12 — 13). Cnoo Xusoro bora, sike HaBuae,
mpoiae, i 3muige... Yn MU TOTOBI Ha Takuidl KPOK BIpH ( €BPEHMCHKE CIIOBO emunda, sike Ha
YKpaiHChKY MEepeKIalaeThCs CIOBOM “Bipa”, € CHIIBHOKOPEHEBUM 31 CIIOBOM “AMiHbB”, 1 3aBXKIU
03Hayae JI0Bip’si 10 0coOM, aOCOIIOTHY BIPHICTh, TBEPIICTh, HETIOXUTHICTH), 00 po3iOparu gax




CBOIX CTpaxiB, 3HEBIPH, KOMILIEKCIB, CTEPEOTHUIIIB, TPAJUIIIA Ta YSBICHB, K1 Mapami3yroTh HacC
(po3cnabmoTh — PoONATh cIaGKMMM i KBOIMMH) i cTaté 3 joBip’sm mepen Icycom i Horo
CroBom? SIKIIO 1€ BXKE CTANOCS 1 MU JIOCBIIYMIIM JOTHK BoKOoro mpoieHHs i J000Bi, TO 4u
0a4rMO TakuX po3ciabiieHuX mopyu cebe, 1 € 37aTHI Ha TOJBUT OIMX €BAHTEIbCHKUX YOTHPHOX
(omuH ek3ereT Ha3WBA€E iX: CIBUYTTS, CIIBIpaIld, OPUTIHAIBHICTh Ta KMITJIMBICTh), a SKIIO
3maTHl, TO IO sKOI Mexl 1 Hackiipku? Hamra BiamoBiab caMuM co0l, 3aBKIM IOKAXKE KUM IS
MeHe 0cOOHCTO € Icyc, PO SKOTO ChOTOIHI TOBOPUTH Mapko. ..

WHO CAN FORGIVE SINS? (Mark 2:1-12)

There are many descriptive titles ascribed to Christ in Scripture and the Tradition of the
ancient Churches. He is portrayed as the Prince of Peace, the Good Shepherd, the Great High
Priest, the Bread of life and so much more. Perhaps the most frequently heard of these depictions
in Byzantine churches is the one which ends most liturgical services: “He is gracious and the
Lover of mankind.”

Possibly the most important characteristic in Christ’s love for mankind is portrayed in St
Mark’s description of the healing of the paralytic (Mk 2:1-12). He assures the sick man, “Son,
your sins are forgiven you”. The reaction of the scribes was unspoken but clear: “Why does this
man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”.

Feeding the hungry, helping the downtrodden are acts of love which anyone can perform,
believer or unbeliever. God, however, has the monopoly on forgiving sins! That Christ proclaims
the forgiveness of sins seems to equate Him with God, which the Jewish leaders saw as
blasphemy.

Not only does Christ proclaim the forgiveness of sin: He does so by His word alone! In
Jewish practice one had to submit to some sort of ritual in order to convey the need to be
cleansed of sin. Before the temple at Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in AD 70, the Jews
had a complex system of sacrifices expressing repentance and atonement for anything which
they saw as rendering them unfit to stand in worship before the Lord. Depending on their status
or ability, people would offer unblemished animals or birds to be killed and burned upon the
altar, at least in part, their blood sprinkled before the holy place as a plea for mercy. On the
annual Day of Atonement a bull and a goat would be sacrificed by the High Priest for his sins
and the offences of the entire nation.

The forgiveness which Christ accorded to the paralytic, to the sinful woman who wept at
His feet (see Lk 7:36-50) and to others during His earthy ministry is made available to the whole
world by His death and resurrection. Throughout the New Testament we see the imagery of the
temple sacrifices used to explain Christ as the One who forgives. St John the Forerunner
proclaims Him to his own followers as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world” (Jn 1:29). St Paul calls Christ’s death “propitiation by His blood” (Rom 3:25). “We were




reconciled to God through the death of His Son,” Paul teaches (Rom 5:10). God, Paul tells us, “...
made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in
Him” (2 Cor 5:21).

The most developed expression of Christ as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins is found in
the Epistle to the Hebrews. There, after a lengthy description of the temple and its priesthood, we
read, “Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and
calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having attained
eternal redemption” (Heb 9:11-12). He is both the High Priest and the sacrifice who, once for all,
restores mankind as fitting priests of God on earth.

ITOCJIAHHS ITPO BIMHY I CITPABEJIJIMBMI MIUP

€nuckonn YI'KL] y cBoemy “Ilocnanni nmpo BiliHy i cripaBeuyiuBuii Mup” (Bix 20 1r0TOTO)
3a3HAYal0Th, 10 XUOHOKO € MEePEKOHAHICTh YACTMHHU CBITOBUX CYCHUIBCTB, IO ISl BiifHA € CYTO
JIOKaJbHUM KOH(MIIKTOM MDK JBOMa HapoJaMH, a TOMY, NPUMHPHUBIIM iX, MOXHa Oyne
MMOBEPHYTHCS J10 3BUYHOTO KoM(popTy. ChOT0oHI Ti]] 3arp0O3010 BCi 3acain JTHOACHKOI IUBLTI3AITIT.

VYkpaiHa cTana ocepelkoM CBITOBHUX 3MiH, 3a3HAIOUM CTPAIIHUX BUIPOOyBaHb. €MUCKOIN
YTI'KL] 3ayBaxkmim, IO 3JI0 peaibHE, aJKe KOKEH 3Mir mobdauntu horo obmuuust: “Tonocu
HEBUHHO YOi€HHUX 1 0e3)KallbHO KaTOBaHMX, OPyTaJbHO 3TBAJITOBAHUX 1 MPHUMYCOBO
JIETIOPTOBAHUX BOJIAIOTH JI0 CYMIIIHHS CBITY .

Ha »xaip, CBITOBI 1I1e HE BIAJIOCS 3yIMHUTH MOCKOBCHKOTO THpaHa, cCaMe TOMY XPUCTUSHHU
B yChOMY CBITI TOBHHHI YCBIJIOMHUTH TJIOOAQNBHICTh HHUHIIIHBOI 3arpo3d W yTBEpIKyBaTH
1 pO3BUBATH CHITY CHPABEAIMBOIO MI>KHAPOTHOTO MpaBa.

“Hapasi 6araro XpHCTHUSH, sIKi HaJIeXKaTh J0 MOCTMOJCPHOTO MOKOJIHHS 3aXiJHOTO CBITY,
IpOCTO He OauaTh IEHOLMJY YKPaiHCBKOIO HApoAy 1 HE 4ylOTh BOJIAHHS JKEepTB, aje, 1100
HE BTPAaTUTU JHUIE, HPOJOBXKYIOTh BHCIOBIIOBATH CBOIO CTYpOOBaHICTH Ta TIIHOOKE
3aHEMOKOEHHS, — HAroJOCUJIN apXHUeEPET.

Came ToMy, SIK 3a3HAYMJIM YKPATHCBKI E€MHCKOIH, IO MPOOIEMy MOXKHA MOAOJATH JIUIIE
YITKMM 1 BUPA3HUM IPOTOJIOIICHHSIM €BaHIEJIbCHKOI ICTMHHU: “SIKIIO cydacHe JIOACTBO —
JIOJICTBO “‘€MOXM TOCTNpPaBAW’ — HE BH3HAE OO0 €KTUBHOI ICTHHHM, BOHO IIOCTYIOBO
MEePEeTBOPUTHCS HA “CBIT MOCTCHPaBEAIUBOCTI”. SIKIIO JNIOJCTBO HE pPO3BHBATHUME
1 HE yTBEp/PKyBaTUME COIiajJbHOI CHPaBEIJIMBOCTI Ha OCHOBI 0a30BHUX MPHUHIUINB TiIHOCTI
JIOMUHM, CBATOCTI Ta HEIOTOPKAHHOCTI JIFOACHKOTO JKUTTS — ONHHUTBCS y CYCHUIBCTBI,
JIe TIOHATTS TIpaBa MiAMIHIOETHCS TOHATTSIM 1HTEPECIB 3JI0YMHHUX TPYI, a MPaBO CHUILHOTO
MepeBakae HaJl BEPXOBEHCTBOM IPaBa.

(Ilosnuit mexcm [locaanua moxcna 3naiimu Ha ogiyitinomy caiimi Y IT'KIL] www.ugcc.ua)




